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Guttmacher— The Church vs. Family Planning

By MARCI SHATZMAN
Of The Bulletin Staff

THE HIGH priest of family planning came to tonn yes-
terday to address a, crond of the faithful.

And. some 200 local Planned Parerthood Association
people were treated to one of what Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher
calls one of his "sermons."

This one wes billed as "The New Look in Family Plan-
ning," but it emerged as the president of Planned Parent-
hood World Population's view of the scoreboard in the con-
tinuing confrontation of family planners and the Catholic
Church.

Looking back at his beginnings as an dostetriciangyne-
oologist almost 50 years ago, Dr. Guttmacher marveled at
this country’s acceptance of birth control.

"There Is some sllght opposmon here and there ,-

Catholics, Orthodox Jews,” he said, "but more on our stand
on abortion than birth control.”
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coastal cities—all with the blessings of the Cardinal,” he
said. "Several of them meet in the church basement or at

the home of the parish priest.”
r. Guttmacher, explaining the rules of the game in
Peru callslhem ‘an interesting shoehom into Catholic
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birth control, go to another clinic, or get pregnant.
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IN COLOMBIA, Dr. Guttmacher talked about a Cath-
dlic priest who rurs a radio network, and who promised to
push the concept of family planning but not birth control.
The priest; Guttmacher explained, wanted to give the

church time to get used to the idea of " responsible parent-
hood."
"He said Next year, Il tell them (his listeners) how." "
He also talked about a mass he attended during a re-
cent family planning conference with a group of interma-
tional Jesuit leaders.

"Only two people were blessed—Alan Guttmacher and
the Pope,” he said. "'So you can see, | was in good
company.'
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DR. GUTTMACHER, who also is nated for his books on
sexualrty pregnancyand blrth control, called all of these
Churchrelated programs"ins.”
"We. havegottoskn/vthecrurdW\ev\m‘tqupeqole
anay from Catholicism,” he said.
Tuming to the abortion issue and the recent U. S.
Court decision izing early amm'ons, Dr,
GUttAII oﬁheblshpsgrfmd UT%S 't take thi
o grapsvvon is
thlng ngda/vn hesaid.
&ng for a constitutional amendment
which would that the fetus has personhood from
the moment of jon. And if they can get it past two-

thirds of the Congress and three-fourths of the state legis-
IanertheycannegatemmmeSupremeQnrthas

DR. GUTTMACHER said he had ,"the word' that the
Churchwas now polling r&s& toacoessits
"Rememboer- ob-

—W\e a huge boulder that
smjctedmegate but it is still on the hill. And if we relax
pressure it will roll doan and roll over us,” he con.
isfar fromover.”




