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INTRODUCTION
This special report on the World Population 

Conference and Tribune held in Bucharest, Romania in 
August 19-30, 1974, contains the working papers and 
personal observations and memoirs of the United 
States Coalition for Life International Pro-Life Team.

The twelve delegates were selected on the basis of 
their outstanding commitment to the defense of 
Human Life and for their particular expertise in a wide 
variety of pro-life concerns including abortion, eu-
thanasia and population control, as well as the more 
positive areas of public health, family welfare and 
agricultural, economic and social development.

Dr. Patrick Dunn, President of the Family Rights 
Association, Auckland, New Zealand was the choice of 
Sir William Liley, KCMG, who was unable to attend the 
population conference.

Likewise, Dr. John Linklater, Honorary Secretary 
(British Section) Federation of Doctors who Respect 
Human Life, was the choice of Phyllis Bowman, 
President of the Society for the Protection of Unborn 
Children of England.

Thank you Dr. Liley and Mrs. Bowman — you 
couldn't have made better choices!

The credit for conceiving the idea of a team-
approach to the World Conference and Tribune 
belongs to Father Anthony Zimmerman, a veteran of 
many such world and regional meetings and seminars. 
In fact, Father Zimmerman originally met another 
Team member, George Barmann, founder of More 
Agricultural Production (MAP, Inc.) at the World 
Population Conference in Belgrade, Yugoslavia in 1965.

Plans for sending a pro-life delegation were begun 
in the Fall of 1973. Four months of research and study 
on the many aspects of the United Nations Conference 
and Tribune and extensive background on the U.N. 
agencies and their role in the area of demography and 
population resulted in the publication of a special issue 
of the Pro-Life Reporter in January of 1974.

Additionally, the Coalition recruited from around 
the world, a distinguished selection of international 
and national pro-life leaders to serve on its advisory 
boards. These advisors represented a broad spectrum 
of disciplines and geographical regions — and formed 
a natural base or nucleus for an international team for 
the Bucharest mission.

By Spring, most of the team members were busy 
preparing working papers, obtaining press credentials 
and gathering visuals and reading materials to be 
shipped to Bucharest.

The complex responsibilities for making room 
reservations, co-ordinating flights, and doing the 
thousand and one jobs that needed to be done fell on 
the shoulders of Al Kapusinski, who fortunately for us

all, by June, had completed his teaching semester at 
Caldwell College, New Jersey. Thus, the pre-Bucharest 
theater-of-operations for all the team members was 
Hulett's Landing in Washington County, New York, 
Professor Kapusinski's summer residence.

Father Paul Marx, Co-chairman of the delegation 
was charged with the selection of films, brochures and 
books which would be distributed and shown at the 
Pro-Life booth at Bucharest.

The responsibility of raising funds to send all 
twelve delegates to Bucharest, an estimated $30,000 —
fell on the shoulders of the United States Coalition for 
Life, whose total operating budget for one year was less 
than $10,000.

But where there is a will, there is a way. And within 
six weeks more than $22,000 had been raised to cover 
the expenses of the delegates. While this sum fell short 
of the original goal, it was nevertheless enough to 
cover the basic needs of the team members. Ad-
ditionally, Coalition team members were able to offer 
some financial assistance to pro-life delegates to the 
Conference-Tribune from the developing nations of 
Latin America and Asia, such as Rev. Pierre Primeaux 
S.S. of Bogota, Columbia whose ex huberance and 
good-will attracted many Bucharest participants to our 
pro-life information booth. Also, some of the inter-
national pro-life agencies with which the pro-life team 
members were associated contributed matching travel 
funds to the Coalition campaign.

By the weekend of August 17th, all of the Pro-life 
team, with the exception of Professor Rice, who joined 
them a few days later, were on their way to Bucharest 
from departure points around the world — the United 
States, Canada, South America, Central America, New 
Zealand and Southeast Asia.

The Drumul Apartment Complex, Taberei No. 1 
became the new base of pro- life operations at 
Bucharest. Here members of the team joined with 
other pro-life representatives including several 
U.S.C.L. international advisors such as Dr. Seigfried 
Ernst and Christopher Derrick to discuss a mutual 
strategy and various plans of action including press 
releases, press conferences, meetings, etc.

This report is the story of these eventful two weeks 
in Bucharest, and the activities of the pro-life forces 
there from around the world.

This event marked the first time an organized 
delegation was represented at a World Population 
Conference — we hope and pray it will not be the last.

Perhaps Al Kapusinski best expressed the feelings 
of all members of the team at Bucharest and the 
Coalition when he said — —"Lord — it is good that we 
should be here".

Randy Engel
Editor

December 26, 1974 
Export, Pennsylvania
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Open Letter to Honorable Rafael Salas, Executive 
Director, U.N. Fund for Population Activities*

Dear Mr. Salas:

We, members and friends of the Coalition for Life, are 
confident that you will always be the first to prevent use 
of your Fund for purposes which are inhumanitarian, 
unhealthy, and immoral. We refer to the financing of 
programs launched under the banner of contracep-
tion, whose end results are abortion on a large scale.

As you know, abortion has spread to almost every 
coun t ry  wh ich  has  under taken  the  p romot ion  o f  
contraception. It has hecome evident that one follows 
the o t h e r .  M o t h e r s  in these c o u n t r i e s  resort  to 
abortion, in one sense voluntary, but in another not 
without coercion imposed by the pressure of public 
opinion and newly-formed socio-economic patterns.

But abortion is, for many mothers, a brutal experience 
in the light of their traditional humanitarian sentiments 
and mora l  va lues.  For  example,  when the Pr ime 
Minister of Japan questioned his people in 1969, 88% of 
the women answered that they considered abortion to 
be an evil thing, or something which is not good in 
itself, but which has been made unavoidable by 
circumstances. And 31% of those mothers who had 
experienced abortion declared that their health was 
not the same as before, because medical complications 
had resul ted f rom the operat ion.  We bel ieve that 
surveys among women in other countries wi l l  yield 
similar findings.

We, partic ipants in the populat ion deliberat ions at 
Bucharest, ask you, therefore, not to allocate funds to 
programs which would tend to spread the practice of 
abor t ion .  We  sugges t  tha t  you  a im to  mot i va te  
countries to control this inhumanitarian, unhealthy, 
and evil practice. We urge that you disqualify countries 
from use of the Fund, if they intend to use its resources, 
whether directly or indirectly, to promote abortion.

Other Pro-Life Resolutions and Statements

Abortion Protest — August 27, 1974 to Tribune Com-
mittee

We, the undersigned, believe that the sessions on 
abortion today in the Aula were unfairly conducted in 
favor of the pro-abort ionists and we protest such 
unfairness. We ask for a comparable opportunity to 
present the pro-l i fe position.

The U.S. Coalition for Life 
Pro-Life International Associates

International Coalit ion Needed August 29, 1974

We, who have attended the World Populat ion 
meet ing in  Bucharest  fee l  the need for  increased 
international organization of pro-life activities directed 
toward future internat ional  meet ings and general  
mutual assistance.

Passed unanimously by delegates at last 
Pro-Life meeting in Bucharest
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Statement of Pro-Life Bucharest Team*
August 1974

The United States Coalition for Life Delegation to the 
World Population meetings in Bucharest, and other 
allies, while fully recognizing the many social and 
economic evils which exist in the world, wish to 
emphasize that action intended to remedy such evils 
must be based upon a sound view of human nature. 
Any other alternative leads to greater injustice than it 
purports to avert.

In particular, we wish to assert that the value of each 
human individual is absolute. In other words every 
human life has to be valued absolutely, precisely 
because it is a human life — not depending merely on 
its social value, state of development, likelihood on 
enjoying health, wealth, longevity or well-being in 
general.

We utterly reject all concepts of "unwanted people" or 
"Lives not worth living" or "Too many people", as 
being a denial of human rights and pointing in a 
totalitarian direction.

We apply this specifically to the unborn, the incurably 
sick, the abnormal and the old.

We utterly reject the practices of abortion, euthanasia, 
infanticide, and unnatural methods of fertiiity control.

In so far as our respective Federal or State Govern-
ments, or their representatives give assent to those 
practices or policies which lead to them, we wish to 
disassociate ourselves from them.

We call upon men and women of good will — of all 
countries and all religions, or none — to join with us in 
fighting for the most fundamental basis of all human 
institutions, a profound and protective respect for 
human life, at every state of development from 
conception to natural death. The right to life does not 
come from laws or governments, but from God.

• • • ••• -

•

'..

p

;

•

•

.
•
.•.•
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U The World Population

Conference and Tribune
"We have come to the beautiful city of 
Bucharest for Love of life, not for fear of 
it." Antonio Carrillo — Flores, Secretary
General, World Population Conference.

While the hot Romanian summer was aging 

into early Fall, delegates from one hundred and 
thirty-seven countries assembled at the spectacular 
Sala Palatului to debate the World Plan of Action 
drawn up by "population experts" in consultation 
with governments and United Nations agencies.

Of the 150 United Nations member states, only 

thirteen, mainly small African states, declined to 

participate in the official governmental con-

ference.

"Let Bucharest mark the end of the 
International Planned Parenthood 
Federation generation". — An Algerian 
Representative.

The lineup at the Conference and the non-

governmental Tribune was the same as the lineup at 

previous world population conferences with the 

United States delegation supported by Great 

Britain, the Scandanavian countries, Northern 

European nations and Canada leading the malthu-

sian camp and the Eastern European nations, the 

Soviet Union, the Vatican, and Argentina, Brazil, 

Australia, and Israel leading the anti-Malthusian 

brigade.

The opposing teams were off and running 

when Argentina launched the opening salvo with 

105 amendments to the draft World Plan of Action. 

There wou ld eventua l ly  be more than 300 

amendments — most to be tabled after debate and 

discussion by the various conference working 

groups and committees.

1. For detai led report on pre-planning of the World Population Conference-Tribune, see January 1974 issue of the Pro -Life 
Reporter, Box 315, Export, Pa. 15632, USA.
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P op u l a t i on  Cha ng e  an d  
E c o n o m i c  a n d  S o c i a l  
Development

First Committee —
Adopts draf ts* on socio-
e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s  o f  
development and on rural 
development problems with 
emphasis on universal sup-
port for:
( 1 ) na t i ona l  popu l a t i on
policies which are an organic 
c o m p o n e n t  o f  o v e r a l l  
po l ic ies of economic and 
social development.
( 2 ) i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o -
operation  in fields of science 
and technology.
(3) irradication of starvation, 
disease, and illiterary.
(4 ) deve lopment  o f  
ru ra l
regions particularly those 
wh ich  a re  sparse ly  pop-
ulated.
*The United States stated 
reservations concerning the

Conference Committees

final drafts because it failed to 
include a passage dealing 
with the right of a couple to 
decide on the number and 
spacing of their children.

Population, Resources, and 
Environment
Second Committee —
Conducts major debates on 
Population, Resources, and 
Environment.

David Munro (Canada) ex-
pressed criticism of the overly 
optimistic tone of the World 
P lan of  Act ion re lated to 
deve lopmen t  o f  na tu ra l  
resources and increased food 
production. However, the 
representative from Chile, 
Gonzaco Mardones, said that 
alarm at the prospects of the 
world's caring capacity was 
not justified. He stressed vast 
unexploited resources and 
technological advances to

so lve environmental pollu-
tion and resource problems. 
The United States represen-
tative said population growth 
must be reduced.

Population and the Family

Third Committee —
The effects of modernization 
on family l i fe and on the 
status of women were the 
duo-themes of thegeneral 
debate of the third Com-
mittee. During general dis-
cussion, delegates noted that 
the family was the basic unit 
of society; that contraception 
was to be preferred to abor-
tion; and that birth control 
was not a miracle remedy. 
Included in its final draft was 
an extension to individuals, as 
well as couples, of the right to 
determine in a free, informal, 
and responsible manner, the 
number and spacing of their 
children.

1. The Planet, Bucharest, August 19, 1974, page 2.

How the Conference Will Be Run 1

Unlike its predecessors in 1956 and 
196 5 ,  t h e  Wor l d  P opu l a t i on  Co n -
ference is a pol i t ica l meet ing. It  is  
important to underline political,'says 
Secretary-General Antonio Carr i l lo-
Flores, 'because at neither of the two 
earlier conferences, nor at the much 
earlier world meeting in 1927, did the 
d e l e g a t e s  h a v e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
commit their governments'. This one 
has.

There are some 140 government  
de l egat ions ,  many  o f  them headed  
by ministers of  health, of economic 
p l a n n i n g ,  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t  o r  o f  
f inance. They are sur rounded by  a 
bevy of alternates and advisers. The 
s i ze  o f  the  de legat ion  o f ten  bears  
more re lat ion to the ser iousness  of  
the problem than to the s ize of the 
country .

T h e  p a t t e r n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  
t y p i c a l  f o r  m a j o r  U N  i n t e r -
governmenta l  meet ings . The foca l  
p o i n t  i s  t h e  p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n ,  a  
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a s  a  
who le .  Ques t ions  o f  p rocedure  w i l l  
be decided, off icers wil l be elected, 
committees wil l be established, and 
genera l  po l i cy  s ta tements  made.

The specialized agencies of the UN 
will also have a voice and some major 
s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  
a u t h o r i t i e s  o n  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d

deve l opmen t  p rog rammes ,  su ch  as  
Mr .  Rober t  McNamara ,  head  o f  the  
Wor l d  Bank .

More than  100 non-governmenta l  
organizat ions a lso appl ied fo r p laces 
a s  o b s e r v e r s  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e .  
S o m e  o f  t h e m  w i l l  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  
address the p lenary sess ion, o r the  
commit tees .

When i t  r eaches  I t em Seven t he  
p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  
demographers'  forum. Its task wil l  be 
t o  r ev i ew  wo r ld  popu l a t i on  t r end s  
s i n c e  1 9 5 0  a n d  t o  a s s e s s  f u t u r e  
p ro spec ts  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t he  nex t  30  
years.

L ike  the  Genera l  A ssemb ly ,  there  
w i l l  be  th ree  commit t ees .  The f i r s t  
w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  I t e m  F i g h t  o f  t h e  
a g e n d a :  p o p u l a t i o n  c h a n g e  a n d  
economic and soc ia l  development .  I t  
i s  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  c o m p l e x  i n t e r -
r e l a t i on sh i p  o f  p opu l a t i on  c hanges  
and  deve l opme n t  w i l l  b e  d eba t ed ,  
and where spec ia l  at tent ion w i l l  be  
g i v en  t o  ques t i on s  l i k e  popu l a t i on
d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  f o o d
s u p p l i e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  s o c i a l
c hange  and  in t e rnat i ona l  r e l a t ion s  
and  t rade re form.

The  s e co nd  c o m mi t t e e  w i l l  d e a l  
w i t h  h o w  c h a n g e s  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  
af fect  the p roduct ion and  consump-
t ion  o f  natu ra l  re sourc es  and  how  
changes  in  r esou rces  in f l uence t he

s i ze  and  d i s t r ibut ion  o f  popu la t ion .

I t  i s  expec ted  to  tu rn  away  f rom 
such  b road i s sues  as  the  adap tat ion  
of man to his eco-system to the more 
i m m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m s  o f  c r o w de d  
cities.

The third committee wil l deal with 
po l i c i e s  and  p ro g r a m m es  a s  t he y  
t o u c h  o n  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  i n -
d iv idual .

Resolut ions from these three com-
mittees will go to the conference as a 
whole, meeting in plenary session. It  
w i l l  b e  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  
ag reements  on  in t ernat iona l  po l i cy  
w i l l  be  taken .

M e a n w h i l e  a  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  w i l l  
b e  m e e t i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t w o  
weeks  to  ex am ine c lau se  by  c l ause  
the  d ra f t  Wor ld  Popu la t ion  P lan o f  
Ac t ion .  Th is  i s  the  key  document  o f  
the Conference, and the only one for 
w h i c h  t h e  U N  a s  a  b o d y  a c c e p t s  
respons ib i l i ty ,  and there fore i t  i s  in  
th is work ing group that many impor-
t a n t  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  
po l i cy  c an  be expec t ed .

Its conclusions wil l be submitted to 
the  p lenary  sess ion  on  Wednesday  
Augus t  28th .  The f ina l  days  o f  the  
Conference wi l l be spent in t rying to 
agree the p lan, and i ts  report  should  
b e  a d o p t e d  o n  F r i d a y  A u g u s t  
30th.
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— Fifteen Sessions of Debate —
At the Sala Palatului

(The fo l low ing br i e f  summar ies  o f  s ta tements  
made in  general  debate dur ing the Popu lat ion Con-
ference were selected as being representative of the 
wide var iety o f  op in ions  expressed by government 
part ic ipants and United Nat ions agencies. Editor)

Chua Sian Chin, Minister for Health and Home Affairs 
of Singapore: Due to intense demographic pressures, 
h i s  coun t r y  had  embar ked  on  a  c r a sh  popu l a t i on  
cont ro l  program ut i l i z ing mass  commun icat ion  and 
new "social dis incent ive measures" inc luding higher 
hospital del ivery fees for large fami l ies and no paid 
maternity leave after two chi ldren.

Kunikichi Saito, Minister of Social Welfare of Japan: 
Urged integrat ion of populat ion issues into broader 
approaches o f  natura l  resources ,  envi ronment  and 
economic and social development. Expressed the hope 
the Conference wou ld dea l  w i th  'popu lat ion exp lo-
sion' by adopting a quantitative target for permissible 
w o r l d  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e ,  w h i l e  r e s p e c t i n g  
d i f ferences among nat ions and ind iv idual  f reedom.

Casper W. Weinberger, Secretary of Health, Education 
and Welfare of the United States: 3 The foundat ion of 
the draft Plan of Action was its (U.S.) recommendation 
that family planning information, education and means 
he made avai lab le to  a l l  by 1985 at  the latest .  H is 
de l egat ion  wou ld  sugges t  that  the  P lan  o f  Ac t ion 
include a World goal of replacement level of fertility by 
t h e  y e a r  2 0 0 0 .  H i s  c o u n t r y  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
possibility of increased funds for assistance to bilateral 
and mult i lateral  health  and populat ion programs.

Michel Durafour, Minister of Labour of France: Noting 
that population situations vary according to regions, 
therefore, populat ion polic ies must also respect this 
va r i e t y  and  t he  so ve r e ign  r i gh t  o f  each  S t a t e  t o  
d e t e rm i n e  i t s  o wn  po pu l a t i o n  po l i c y .  H i s  n a t i on  
rejected the imposition of foreign models as the answer 
to  deve lop ing nat ions problems and urged greater  
study into basic demographic policies and respect for 
fundamental human r ights.

Placide de Palpe,Minister for Social Affairs of Belgium: 
The fami ly was the fundamenta l  e lement  o f  soc ia l  
e qu i l i b r i u m .  A c c o r d i n g l y  h i s  g o ve r n m en t  w o u l d  
suppor t  s t ruc tu r es  and  c l imate  neces sar y  fo r  the  
suppor t and development of  the basic family uni t .

General Enrique Falconi, Deputy Prime Minister of 
Peru: Peru rejected the basis of malthusian thought that 
l im i ta t i ons  o f  s pace ,  r esour ces  o r  the  ecosys t em 
implied the necessity of reducing populat ion growth, 
and urged the Plan of Action be rectified to correct this 
anomaly.

Lev Volodarsky, Sov i e t  Un ion:  H i s  gove rnmen t
recognized that an international detente had created 
favorable cond i t ions for  the deve lopment  o f  in ter -
nat iona l  co-operat ion in  d i f ferent  f ie lds ,  inc luding 
demographic co-operat ion. Populat ion pol ic ies should 
be popularly based and not formulated on the basis of 
external pressures.

Har Homg Sop,Deputy Minister of Public Health of the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea: Denounced 
the imperialist argument that poverty was due to over-
population as a fraud. Denounced some 200,000 South 
K o r ean  w o m en  wh o  w e re  b e i n g  u s ed  a s  " s e xu a l  
playthings for foreign tour ists".

Richard Hoggart, Assistant Director-General of UN-
ESCO: There was a backlash against population policies 
which required a complete upheaval in basic cultural 
and social values. In such matters, anthropologists and 
the ins ight s  o f  poets  were  bet ter  gu ides  than the 
technicians of delivery systems or of mass persuasion.

Janez Stanovnik, Executive Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Europe: Any excessive rapid change in 
popu la t ion  growth  ra tes  was  harmfu l .  No ted that  
several Eastern European countries with declining birth 
rates and rapidly aging population were facing labor 
mobility.

J.P. Pronk, Minister for Development Co-Operation of 
the Netherlands: Noting that several western societies 
have witnessed the emergence of life styles and unions 
other than the classic nuclear family. He questioned, 
therefore, whether the statement that the family is the 
natural and fundamental unit of society, as contained in 
many internat ional documents, was st i l l  fu l ly  tenable 
for al l  societ ies. Urged developing nat ions to reduce 
t h e i r  n a t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  
improving their  pos it ion.

Jose B. Sokol,Vice-Minister for Planning of Panama: His 
nat ion considered its populat ion a national resource, 
and was trying to improve living standards and develop 
its vast resources inc luding fert i le land.

Lord Shepherd, United Kingdom: Britain intended to 
play its part in giving meaning, in the world as a whole, 
to  i t s  domest ic  object i ve  o f  "every  ch i ld a wanted 
child". International co-operation is needed to avoid 
catastrophe of  unwanted ch i ldren.

Henry R. Labouisse, Executive Director of UNICEF: 
Noted that  economic  development  and indust r ia l iza-
t i o n  mus t  b e  su ppo r t ed  b y  en c ou r ag i n g  sm a l l e r  
famil ies, in order to break the cycle of poverty and 
ignorance and raise living standards. Family planning 
should be an integral component of broad services for 
help ing ch i ldren and their  fami l ies .

Martin Herrero, Spain: His nation supported positive 
app r o a c h e s  t o  po pu l a t i o n  i s s u e s  i n c l u d i n g  f r e e  
movements of workers and reduced mortality and an 
i n t e r n a t i o n  e x c h an g e  o f  g en e t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  
suggested by France.

Athanase Camilor, Greece: The Conference should 
s eek  a  m idd l e ,  cons t ruc t i ve  road  to  demograph ic  
situations which differ widely. Greece itself was not 
o ve r po pu l a t e d  bu t  w a s  s ee k i n g  a  b a l a n c e d  a n d  
construct ive demograph ic  evolut ion.

Mrs. Dorothy C. Jelicich, New Zealand: Stressed the 
need to reform internat ional  t rad ing and monetary 
systems and an expansion of aid programme especially 
at the rural and agr icultural level.

3For a fu l l e r eva luat ion of  the o f f ic ia l  delegat ion represent ing the  
Un i ted  S ta tes  a t  Buchares t ,  see  the  r emarks  o f  Rev .  Marx  in  t h i s  
report .
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D. Zagasbaldan, Mongolia: Mongolia's demographic 
policy was to preserve its present high birth rate and to 
increase life expectancy. A period of steady growth was 
welcomed by this nation.

U. Htain Lin, Burma: Burma was confident it could 
support a larger population, however, economic and 
social development would be important over the long 
term.

Guelina Amane, Chad: Because of family traditions and 
polygamy, birth control was difficult in Chad and did
not seem desirable in a country with a population 
density of 2-3 persons per square kilometer and vast 
virgin lands to be developed.

Abdul Mannan, Minister of Health, Bangladesh: His 
nation was suffering from population pressures com-
pounded by  eco log ica l  inba lance resu lt ing  in

deforestation and erosion. Urged international 
programs of support for developing nations.

Juan Carlos Beltramino, Argentina: Instead of carrying 
out indiscriminate birth control programs, the world 
should seek to increase its food-producing capacity. 
The Plan of Action should provide that every State 
formulate population polic ies suited to its own 
interests. Supported increased study of internal and 
international migration as a solution to population 
distribution.

Pacifice A Castro, Phil ippines: His nation had em-
barked on a massive family planning program with 
4,000 clinics serving 60,000 people a month. All 
methods of birth control were being used except 
abortion (surgical) in order to cut the birth rate from 
3.1% to 2.5% in the near future.

WORLD PLAN OF ACTION
The final World Plan of Action, a 10,000 word 

document containing some 108 items was adopted 
without a formal vote, that is by consensus approval, by 
some 1,250 conference delegates at the conclusion of 
the Conference.

The Plan of Action is divided into three sections:
(1) Basic background materia l
(2) Principles and objections and
(3) Recommendations for action including population 
goals and policies, economic and social policies and 
development information and implementation.

A number of United States proposals were 
e l i m i n a t e d  f rom the f ina l  draf t  inc luding the 
recommendation that 1985 be set as the target date for 
universal access to birth control and the reference to 
the fact that fertility reduction and the small family 
norm have universal support by the majority of the 
world's people.

The only demographic goal set by the Conference 
was the reduction of mortality and the extension of 
average life expectancy over the world to 62 years by 
1985 and 74 years by the year 2000.

(See Professor Charles Rice's evaluation of the Plan 
of Action)

The Future of the World Plan of Action

On November 19, 1974, Antonio Carillo-Flores, 
Secretary-General of the Conference presented the 
Conference draft of the World Plan of Action adopted 
by a consensus of the government delegations just six 
weeks before at Bucharest to the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).

The Plan has moved on to the United Nations' 
General Assembly where it is expected to be finalized 

by the Fall of 1975, after considerable debate and 
discussion by the Assembly and participants of various 
regional conferences sponsored by a variety of UN 
delegate agencies.

The Population Tribune
While the formal government delegations around 

the world were debating the Plan of Action on the 
Conference f loor ,  NGO's ,  non-governmenta l  
organizations represented by 1,500 participants in-
cluding the twelve members of the U.S. Coalition for 
Life team, were carrying on the population debate at 
the International Planned Parenthood Federation 
(London) — sponsored Population Tribune.

Pro-Life representation was strong at the Tribune 
act ivit ies, including a "sensit iv ity session" for 
Conference-Tribune journalists and an international 
youth meeting — both held before the Conference 
started on August 19.

The working papers by Coalition delegates which 
appear in this report as well as excerpts of excellent 
presentations made by other pro-life colleagues at 
Bucharest were contributions made toward the 
Tribune program.

Tribune Operations
The site of the Tribune was the Bucharest Faculty

Hall.

The welcome address was made by Mihnea 
Gheorghiu, President of the Romanian Academy of 
Social Sciences and member of the International 
Committee for planning who acknowledged the 
diversity of opinion of the representatives of the 
Tribune.
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International Planned Parenthood Federation.

`Here we punish t hose who do not comply wi th  the l aw on b i r th  

control '

Published from People by International Planned Parenthood Federa-

tion.

Despite early assurances by the International 
Planned Parenthood Federation, that the Tribune's five 
plenary sessions, 31 panel sessions and various lectures 
would be geared toward maximum opportunity for 
spontaneity and exchange of a wide variety of opinions 
on critical population issues — the fact is that the 
programs were almost totally geared toward the 
Malthusian viewpoint including the panels on abor-
tion. The Coalition team did file a formal protest to this 
effect with the Tribune directorship.

The Planet
The Planet, the daily newspaper of the conference 

was produced by  the  In te rna t iona l  P l anned

Parenthood Federation (London), and in general 
reflected the Malthusian orientation of the Federation 
and its American, English and Scandanavian allies.

While the Planet, (Aug. 27) did give good coverage 
to a jam-packed pro-life conference co-sponsored by 
the U.S. Coalition for Life and the World Federation of 
Pro-Life Physicians, and ran the announcements of pro-
life meetings, nevertheless, the bulk of the informal 
coverage went to such items as General William — IPPF 
Population Crisis Committee — Draper's birthday party 
/ the miracle of Red China's "barefoot" doctors and 
the new contraceptive technology/conference profiles 
of key population control leaders such as Steven 
Viederman (on loan to manage Tribune activities from 
).D. Rockefeller Ill's Population Council), J. Mayone 
Stycos of Cornell, part of the IPPF delegation, and 
Christopher Tietze of the Population Council.

Coverage by the International press of the 
Tribune-Conference, with the exception of the 
religious press including the Religious News Service 
and National Catholic News Service, who did an 
outstanding job of covering pro-life activities at 
Bucharest — was likewise Ma lthusian-orientated.

An Associated Press story of August 28 carried the 
complaints of Dr. R.T. Ravenholt (USAID) at Bucharest 
that the Helms Amendment to the Foreign Aid bill was 
(Tamping his agency's anti-life style by prohibiting the 
exportation of abortion equipment.

Earlier on August 21, the UPI carried HEW 
Secretary VVeinberger's lament that the World Plan of 
Action was in danger of being watered down by anti-
Malthusian activists at the conference.

HIER WoRDEN DE
OYiRTREDVIS
VAN DE GirbocarE 
fiEPEAKINGswerr. 
GEsrct AFT I 
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Albert K. Kapusinski

Professor Albert K. Kapusinski, Chairman of the U.S. Coalition 
for Life delegation is an economist-demographer and Chairman 
of the Department of Business at Caldwell College, Caldwell, 
New Jersey. He is  an advisor to the U.S.C.L. and author of 
numerous economic and population studies including a recent 
population cassette "Zero Population Problem".4

"Oh Lord, it is good that we should be here!"

it is difficult to mention one incident at Bucharest 
as outstanding. Sometimes the personal contacts which 
are important are difficult to assess until years later.

For  example,  Father  Wel ters  met  one I ta l ian 
government  o f f ic ia l  a t  a  recep t ion  fo r  Pres iden t  
Checesau who offered him 2,000 thermometers for his 
natural family planning work. One contact like that can 
be worth the whole trip.

The Coalition was the largest pro-life group at the 
Tribune, therefore, the pro-life efforts at Bucharest 
coalesced around our team.

The Coa l i t i on  team organized  three  pro - l i fe 
meetings, had four films shown and passed out loads of 
l i t e ra tu re  i n  fou r teen  d i f f e ren t  l anguages .  Ou r  
members presented nine formai papers and engaged in 

numerous public and private discussions. A successful 
jam-packed major press conference was organized in 
co-operation with the World Federation of Doctors.

But the efforts of the" Bucharest Team" only began 
at Bucharest. Upon return to their countries, members 
of the team have engaged in rounds of radio, television 
appearances and newspaper interviews.

I would like to cite the whole team for distinguish-
ed service — each person was a true hero.

It is likely that the campaign we launched at the 
"Drummell Taheiri i  No 1" — just down the road from 
the Romanian Mil i tary Academy — wil l  continue.

4Avai lab le from Center  fo r Cassette  Stud ies,  8110 Webb Ave. .  N.  
I lollywood. California, USA 91605. Order •3797.3 — 1 hour tape —
$14.95 each.

THE FIVE PHASES OF THE DEMOGRAPHIC CYCLE, INCLUDING 
DECLINE: THEIR RELATION TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC FORCES, 
AND THE IMPLICATIONS FOR POLICY IMPLEMENTATION

(A HYPOTHESIS ON THE NATURE OF DEVELOPMENT)
By

Albert T. Kapusinski

T h e r e  i s  a  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
demographic  pat tern o f  deve lop-
ment. This pattern is basically similar 
f o r  a l l  c o un t r i e s ,  r e ga r d le s s  o f  
political  philosophy.

T h e  p h a s e s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
economic or social development are 
i ncomp le te  as  a reas  o f  s tudy  i n  
themselves. There is a signif icant 
interac t ion between these areas,  
which must be viewed in whole. In 
fact, there is a possibility the three 
areas ment ioned here,  are them-
se l v e s  i n com p le te  and  co u ld  be  
b r o a d e n e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a n  
anthropological, cultural . . . even 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  
pattern for a nation (or the world).

Simply put, the core of the theory 
holds: social and economic develOp-
men t  na t u r a l l y  p u t  p re s su re  on  
p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h .  P o p u l a t i o n  
returns with pressures in kind.

The f irst noticeable st imulat ion 
o ccu rs  when  fo rce s  l i ke  med ica l  
advances, sanitation, nutrition, and 

mass elementary education stimulate 
population growth by lowering the 
death rate.

Population growth then stimulates 
soc ial  and economic forces which 
have tremendous fallout in benefits  
to mankind in various material and 
organizational advances.

These advances are either describ-
ed by or give rise to forces which 
i n c l u d e :  a f f l u e n c e ,  d e c l i n e  i n  
agriculturally oriented economies, 
u r b an i z a t i o n ,  i n du s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  
womens' liberation, mass secondary 
a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n -
s t i tu t iona l i z a t ion o f  government  
social security — all of which com-
bine to hasten populat ion decl ine.

The key issue is that this popula-
t ion dec l ine occurs natural ly only  
after socio-economic advances are 
made, or after society and economic 
activity come to a fruitful stage of 
d e v e l o p m e n t  —  b r o u g h t  o n  b y  
populat ion growth.

Therefore premature curtai lment  
of population growth in developing 
countries could have an effect op-
posite of its intention.

A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  
demograph i c  s tage s  the re  i s  no  
growth or dec l ine in three stages, 
and in the two stages where growth 
occurs,  i t  could be he ld that the  
growth is a necessary input to social 
and  e co nom ic  d eve lopmen t  and  
should not be restricted.

The whole (world) acts as if it was 
the weighted average of the parts 
(individual nations). The world will 
pass through the demographic cycle 
stages as if it were an average of the 
countries in it.

There fo re,  the  impl icat ions fo r 
national, as well as world-wide policy 
should be as fol lows: government 
s ho u l d  m a i n t a i n  a  l a i s s e z  f a i r e  
posture toward populat ion po l icy  
which inter feres w ith the natura l  
deve lopment explained here (with 
limited exceptional areas l ike migra-
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tiOn policy, to offset temporary 
imbalances between people and 
resource base). Any attempt at  
s o c i a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  t h r o u g h  
bureaucratic setting of numerical 
goa l s ,  adop t i on  o f  p opu la t i on  
"policies", and especially the more 
distasteful, anti-life abortion and 
euthansia policies forewarded by 
misguided individuals, are due to 
failure. By their nature, such policies 
cannot interact ,  or  interact  im-

properly, with the natural economic, 
social and demographic develop-
ment.

The suggestion is that nature is 
trying to do something that we are 
misguidedly attempting to interfere 
with.

A c c e p t a n c e  o f  a  t h e o r y  o f  
development as hypothesized here, 
leads one to conclude the "popula-
tion explosion" is an incomplete

view of one area of development. 
The implications of this is that the 
questions of population policy are 
still debatable enough to preclude 
actions on population control  or 
curtailment at this time.

Copyright: Albert T. Kapusinski,
1974

DEMOGRAPHIC CYCLE 
STAGE I  — No Growth

High Birth Rate 

High Death Rate

Examples used: 
Primitive tr ibes

STAGE II — High Growth

High Birth Rate

Falling Death Rate 

Youthful population 

Example: India

STAGE III  — High Growth

Fall ing Birth Rate

Low Death Rate 

Example: U.S.S.R.

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT with 
suggested inter-action areas

"Gather ing  economy.  Low  leve l
handcraft production. Simple
agriculture. Nature bound
economy.

 M ed i c a l  a d vanc e s  l ow e r  d ea t h  
rates and raise population growht, 
which in turn expands markets and 
efficiency of scale. Social overhead 
cap i ta l :  road s ys tem,  ra i l  l i nes  
f u r t h e r  u r b a n  g r o w t h  a n d  
economic development. Youthful 
popu lat ion contr ibutes  to  labor  
force. P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h
stimulated economy.

 Economic Development  is  rap id .  
There is the rise of a middle or 
t echno log ica l  c lass .  Ther e  i s  a  
d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  w o r k  f o r c e  i n  
agriculture, a rise in urban
economics and these result in 
d imin ished fami ly s ize.  There is  
great technological developments, 
and the benef its of mass produc-

t ion. Economy s lows popu lat ion
growth somewhat.

Advanced technologica l  soc iety. 
Relat ive aff luence. Discovery of 
new resource bases — i.e. atomic 
energy e t c .  wh ich  expands  the 
resource base. Women take fuller 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
soc iety.  Their  earn ings in  many 
cases equal or surpass men. Shifts 
to  serv ices  f rom manufactur ing  
thereby limiting the util ization of
resources.

Realm of Possibilities
Contracting markets. Rejection of 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  R e t u r n  t o  
nature,"natural foods." Suggested 
similarities to Stage 1. Handcrafts 
return.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
with suggested inter-act ion areas

Tradition bound. Litt le expectation 
for change. Tribal society. Social 
unit looks upon increase in size as 
benef ic ial and secure.

Mas s  e l em en ta r y  educa t i on  i n -
t roduces  san i ta ry  and nu t r i t i on 
pract ices  as  wel l  as  l i teracy. A l l  
t h e s e  s t i m u l a t e  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  s o m e  e f f e c t  
popu la t ion  growth .  Expec ta t ion  
l e v e l s  a n d  go ve r n m en t s  b eg i n  
their rise to prominence in society. 
Population growth slim. Social 
development .

Women enter labor force. Mass 
secondary  educat ion .  U rban iza-
t i o n  i s  a  m a j o r  s o c i a l  f o r c e .  
G o v e r n m e n t  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  
programs are introduced.

Soc ia l  development  ef fec ts  pop-
ulat ion growth.

Widespread womens '  l i berat ion.  
M a s s  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  Ful l
g o v e r n m e n t  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  
programs dimin ishes re l iance on 
f am i l y  f o r  s u ppo r t  i n  o l d  a ge .  
Society is vastly urban.

Realm of Possibi l it ies

High cu l ture subsoc iet ies.  Semi-
tribal. Highly organized somewhat 
restrictive society. Tradition bound 
social unit looks upon growth as 
benef ic ial .  Suggested s imi lar it ies 
to Stage I.

S T A G E  I V  —  N o  G r o w t h  

 Low Birth Rate

Low or Ris ing Death Rate

Examples used: 
Sweden, U.S.A.

Moderately aging 
popu lat ion

STAGE V — Dec l ine 

Very low birth rate

Low, stabile,
or r ising death rate

Populat ion aging

13



Rev. Paul Marx

"I have never been on a team that worked so closely together 
with such friendship and support, with such different talents, all 
well used generously."

Rev. Paul Marx is founder of the Human Li fe Inst i tute and 
Director of the National Workshop on Marriage and Family Life 
Education, St. John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota. He is an 
International Ambassador for Life and Professor of Sociology, 
and Author of two classics, The Death Peddlers — War on the 
Unborn and The Mercy Killers.

Ambassador for Life
The International Planned Parenthood Federation 

(IPPF) financed and organized the Tribune for non-
governmental agencies. Based in London, the IPPF 
promotes contraception — sterilization — abortion 
around the world via its world-wide affiliates such as 
the United States Planned Parenthood World Popula-
tion.

The American delegation to the Conference was 
entirely abortionist. Casper Weinberger ) head of the 
official delegation and HEW incredibly suggested two 
children for every family in the world by the year 2000. 
At that rate humanity would eventually die out.

In the Third Committee debate on Population and 
the Family, some delegates did not want to support the 
family as the basic unit of society; some suggested the 
. individual; and still others, the couple as the basic cell; 
the American delegation's Dr. Philander Claxton then 
volunteered the term "the copulating couple''. Happi-
ly, the family won Out.

The two-thirds poor nations at the conference 
made it clear that they were not about to be told how 
many children to have, while the rich nations go on 
living luxuriously .

Nations like Argentina and Brazil and some African 
nations, too, made it clear they have too few people, 
hence the many amendments to the World Plan of 
Action. Despite the added emphasis on development 
and social justice. the Plan provided few safeguards for 
the family. It was appropriate, therefore, that the 
Vatican rejected the Final Draft.

It should have been clear to anyone at Bucharest 
that contraception leads to abortion and that like the 
IPPF, governments embarked on population control 
programs no longer distinguished between contracep-
tion, abortion and sterilization.

The Vatican press conference was most interesting 
and very well-attended.

When the great geneticist Professor Lejeune was 
asked by a reporter, "why not abortion? Millions of 
babies are born yearly only to starve and die five or six 
years later," Lejeune replied, "You want to kill them 
five or six years earlier?"

Vatican delegate Bishop Edouard Gagnon stated 
the Church's position on contraception and abortion 
were not in evolution.

Only Dr. Karl Gunning, President of the 100,000-
member World Federation of Doctors Who Respect 
Human Life mentioned the copulation explosion and 
suggested that the world should seek to reduce the 
high level of sexual irresponsibility actively in solving 
population problems. At Bucharest one verifies the 
truth of Chesterton's famous remark that birth control 
often means no birth and no control.

Our team was very active throughout the two 
weeks at Bucharest. We passed out much multi-lingual 
pro-life literature. I appeared both on German and 
Dutch television and radio and conducted a very fine 
and well-received session on natural family planning.

After a raucous with the Tribune film committee, I 
showed all four of my films. The D & C German film 
really rocked the audience and brought on the wrath of 
a number of women from the Self-Help Clinics who 
were pushing menstrual extraction and mini-abortions. 
However, the IPPF films outnumbered ours by six to 
one.

Most of the team members contributed their 
papers in a very hostile environment since the Tribune 
was dominated by the IPPF and the Population Council. 
For example, when I gave my paper, a member from 
Ravenhold's AID office was the Chairman. Lawrence 
Lader gave a horrendous propagandistic talk and a 
tyrade against the Church. Lader announced the 
formation of an international version of NARAL and 
tried to disrupt our pro-life press conference but he 
was handled rather well.

Dr. Siegfried Ernst at a theological meeting 
defended Humanae V i tae .  When he finished„ the 
Orthodox Bishop immediately went to him for his 
publications. Dr. Ernst mentioned the 1964 statement 
by 400 German doctors against the Pill in which they 
warned, that various abuses would surely follow — and 
they have. In typical fashion a female liberationist 
spokesman from East Germany took exception with Dr. 
Ernst's comments. (Editor's note — Dr. Ernst is an 
advisor to the U.S.C.L. International Board)

I attended a two-hour female liberationist meeting 
led by Betty Friedan and Martha Stuart who announced 
the formation of WIN — the Women's International 
Network and future plans for the upcoming World 
Women's Conference in Mexico in June of 1975. Both 
were in favor of abortion, and very angry women.
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We learned here of the incredible, well-funded 
multi-million dollar program of the U.N. Fund for 
Population Activities in which the U.S. is the largest 
stockholder via USAID. The Executive Director of the 
Fund, Raphael Salas dispenses millions of dollars 
including funds for abortion but is accountable to no 
one.

Not the least of our accomplishments was to make 
friends around the world. We could not have ever 
brought enough literature. It was good to be here, to 
give each other encouragement and to know that we 
were not the only ones against abortion.

Our team spoke to many Romanians who told us 
there was much illegal abortion activity, even though a 
doctor who does abortions faces a ten year jail 
sentence.

Frequently, nurses or midwives start abortions, and 
then the woman goes to a hospital where the doctor 
completes it. Abortion remains a money-making 
business in spite of the serious jail sentence.

Despite the official anti-abortion stance of the 
Romanian government, the birthrate is low. Once 
abortion becomes a national habit it is difficult to 

change despite pro-natalist support. Also, after four 
children, abortions are allowed, and after a certain age 
— something like 40 years and, I believe, under 16 years 
of age.

In Bucharest — we all got special treatment. The 
Government wanted to make a good impression. 
Nevertheless, our movements were semi-controlled 
and departure was like leaving a jail.

(Editor's note: After Bucharest, Father Marx visited 
many countries throughout the Orient. His report on 
these travels will be carried in our next regular issue of
the Pro-Li fe Reporter. )

I arrived home on November 14 after speaking to 
more than one million people and leaving a trail of 
abortion and euthanasia slides.

After visiting and working in 46 countries on four 
continents, I have the growing conviction that the only 
way to thwart the death peddlers is to revive Christiani-
ty for as Dostoyevski said,"If God is not, then nothing is 
morally wrong."

Meanwhile the enemies of God work harder than 
the children of the light. But in the far future, we shall 
overcome.

The United States Delegation
To World Population Conference

The U.S. delegation — five official and five alternates and advisors — was announced on 
August 13, 1974. All pro-life nominees to the Conference were rejected on the basis that selection 
of the delegates would be limited to government officials rather than private individuals or those 
representing non-governmental organizations. This rationale proved to be effective in keeping 
pro-life representation off and anti-life representation on the official delegation as well as the 
seventeen member advisory council.

Official  Delegation
Ch a i r ma n  — Caspar W. Weinberger, Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare
Vice C ha i r ma n  — Russell W. Peterson, Chairman of the council on Environmental Quality
Philander P. Claxton — Special Assistant to the Secretary of State for Population Matters, Agency for 
International Development
W i l l i am D ra pe r ,  J r .  — U.S. Representative to the United Nations Population Commission
Pat r i c ia Hutar  - - U.S. Representative to the United Nations Commission of the Status of Women. 
Harriet S. Crowley — Deputy Assistant Administrator of the Bureau of Population and Humanitarian 
Assistance, A.I.D.

Alternates
L ou i s  M .  H e l l ma n ,  M .D .  — Deputy Assistant Secretary for Population Affairs, H.E.W. 

Chr is t ian  I fe r ter ,  J r .  — Special Assistant to the Secretary of State for Environmental Affairs.

John McDonald  —Co -o rd i na to r  for multi-lateral development, Bureau of International Organization
Affairs, Dept. of State.
Co n r ad  T ae u b e r  — Georgetown University Center for Population Research.

Congressional Advisors
Senator Charles Percy (R. Ill.)
Representative Edith Green (D. Ore.) 
Representative Silvio 0. Conte (R. Mass.)

Advisors:
Included Rabbi Seymour Siegel of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America and the Kennedy 

Center of Bio-Ethics at Georgetown University, and Senior advisor, Dr. Ansley Coale of Princeton 
University University Population Research Center.

Among the anti-life groups indirectly 'represented' by the United States delegation were the 
Population 'Maude'  Insti tute, Zero Population Growth, International Planned Parenthood 
Federation, Population Crisis Committee and Planned Parenthood-World Population.

According to the Saturday Review/World  the head of the United States delegation left after 
addressing the plenary session arid didn't return until the second week of the Conference (11/2/74), 
which would account for the unabashedly hard-core Malthusian domination of the U.S. delegation.
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Charles E. Rice
Charles E. Rice, Professor of Law, Notre Dame Law School is 

an internationally known pro-life author and legal advisor. He is 
the  author  of  one o f  the  ear l ies t  wr i t i ngs  on  the  an t i - l i fe  
establishment, The Vanishing Right to Live and numerous legal 
publ ications on the Human Life Amendment.

Pro fessor  Rice  i s  au thor  o f  the  Roncal lo  Human L i fe  
Amendment to the Constitution which would prohibit abortion 
in the United States and its territories.

"Something Happened on the Way to the Forum"
The big story out  of the UN Conference on 

Popu la t i on ,  he l d  i n  Bucha r es t ,  f rom  Augus t  19 th  
through 30th, was that  many developing nat ions of 
Afr ica and South America, led by Argent ina, rejected 
the Draft World Populat ion Plan of Act ion's emphasis 
on family planning as a remedy for economic problems. 
These developing nations succeeded in forcing signifi-
cant changes in the Draft Plan. In its final form it is still 
object ionable but less so than the draft .

But the most interesting story came out of the Non-
Governmenta l  Forum, a para l lel  act ivi ty to  the con-
ference itself. The conference was an official gathering 
of governments and necessarily it was sedate and dry. 
But the Forum, or Population Tribune as it was called, 
p ro v ided an  oppo r tun i t y  fo r  a  more in fo rma l  and 
unrestricted exchange of views among the foundation 
people and other  pr ivate part ies who have strongly 
inf luenced populat ion pol icy in the past. The Forum 
shaped up as  a v ir tua l ly  c lear  f ie ld for  the P lanned 
Parenthood types who dominated the program.

But something happened on the way to the Forum. 
F i rs t ,  there were  many spokesmen f rom the Th ird 
World who refused to buy the false argument that for 
t h e i r  o w n  g o o d  t h e y  s h o u l d  s t o p  r e p r o d u c i n g  
themselves. Second and most important . . . The U.S. 
Coalition for Life, raised funds to send a twelve-person 
"pro-life team" to Bucharest. The Coalition team, ably 
c ap t a i ned  by  P r o f .  A l be r t  Kapus in s k i  o f  Ca ldwe l l  
College, New Jersey, set up a large table near the center 

of the hal l, where they dispensed free literature and 
books to al l  comers. John Harr ington of Alberta, for 
example, the editor of Marriage and Family Newsletter, 
was very ef fect ive at  th is  form of  mind-open ing. A 
de legate f rom Afr ica or  South Amer ica wou ld s top,  
look at the abortion pictures which he had never seen 
before, talk to a team member and leave as a supporter 
of l ife. The team members spread out in other ways, 
too.

It is fair to say that the Coalition team changed the 
whole tenor of the Forum. They did not convince the 
major i ty who had thei r  minds f rozen in to  the pro-
abortion mold. But they did make surprising converts 
among the uncommitted and those who were s imply 
uninformed. For the first time in such a conference the 
contraceptionists and abortionists had a f ight on their 
hands . . . I saw clear evidence of the change in people's 
minds produced by the team members who were at the 
ent ire forum.

The pro-life movement too often follows a tactic of 
mee t ,  e a t  and  r e t r e a t .  We  t a l k  t o  ou r s e l v es  and  
construct impressive bureaucracies that do l itt le. But 
the Coalit ion for Life has shown that much can be done 
i f  we wi l l  ta lk to  the unconvinced and i f  we ho ld a 
strong moral l ine without compromise. It  is  the best 
th ing  yet  to  happen  to  the  pro- l i f e  movement .  I ts  
success in Bucharest should set a pattern for others to 
follow.

The Secretary-General of the Un-
i ted Nat ions,  in accordance  wi th 
Economic and Social Council resolu-
t ion 1672 (LW, has submitted the 
D r a f t  Wo r l d  P o pu l a t i o n  P l a n  o f  
Action for the consideration of the 
World Populat ion Conference. This 
Plan of Action requires analysis from 
several aspects beyond the scope of 
this paper. It is rather the aim of this 
paper  to  o f fe r  some  p re l im ina ry  
c o m m e n t s  w h i c h  m a y  a s s i s t  i n  
evaluating the impact of the Plan on 
the integrity of the family, the rights 
to life and privacy and the relation 
between law and morali ty.

It is not the purpose of this paper 
to challenge the assumption that the 
world is now, or foreseeably will be, 
suffering from an excess of popula-
tion. There are, in some parts of the 
world, serious problems of malnutri-
t i o n ,  o v e r c r o w d i n g  a n d  u n -
derdevelopment. Justice requires a 
m ax im um  e f f o r t  by  t he  na t i o n s  
concerned and the world communi-
ty to relieve these problems. But it is 
simplistic to attribute these and other 
social i l ls  to excess of populat ion. 
( See ,  fo r  e x amp le ,  Co l i n  C l a r k ,  
Starvation or Plenty? (N.Y., 1970); 
Co l in  C lark,  Populat ion (Houston,

A Comment on the
Draft World Population

Plan of Action

e  • • • •         a r ,  . . . r  a w r g r e e . r . . . . . . . " ' . . . . . .  .  •      •  •  • •
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Texas, 1974)] The advocates of pop-
ulat ion contro l  have f requent ly  
exaggerated  the  is sue  i n  three 
respects, as to the number of people 
there are or foreseeably will be in the 
world. as to our ability to feed them 
and as to our ability to solve pollution 
and other problems which are often 
superficially ascribed to an excess of 
population. This paper, however, is 
c o n c e r n e d  n o t  w i t h  d e b a t i n g  
whether or to what extent a popula-
tion problem exists, but rather with 
analyzing the remedies advanced in 
the Plan of Action for the supposed 
crisis.

Criteria for
Evaluation of the

Plan of Action

The Plan can be usefully evaluated 
with reference to two criteria. First, 
no proposal for government action 
i n  demograph i c  mat te rs  shou ld  
infringe on the right of spouses to 
make their own decisions, without 
governmental interference, as to the 
size of their families. Second, no 
g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  p r o m o t e  
methods of family limitation which 
violate the natural moral law.

The expression of these criteria 
does not imply that government is 
without power to deal with popula-
tion matters. To the extent that civic 
problems are created by an excess or 
scarcity of population in a particular 
area, it is clear that public authorities 
have the moral right to intervene, 
within their jurisdiction, to promote 
the availability of appropriate infor-
mation and to adopt other suitable 
m e a s u r e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  
Jemographic si tuation, provided 
that such governmental action be in 
conformity with the natural moral 
law and not involve an infringement 
on  t he  i na l i enab l e  f r eedom o f  
married couples to determine the 
size of their families.

Here, as elsewhere, government 
power is not unlimited. Moreover, 
because of the delicacy and fun-
damental character of the personal 
rights involved, the highest possible 
vigilance should be maintained here 
against the actual or potential abuse 
of power.

Specific Comments
on Some Features of

The Draft World
Population

Plan of Action

These comments do not pretend 
to be an extensive analysis of the Plan 
of Action. Rather, they are designed 
to evaluate, in fair context, certain 
aspects of the Plan with respect to the 
two criteria noted above.

The first point to be noted is that

the Plan does not treat population 
strategy in isolation. "The explicit 
aim of the World Population Plan of 
A c t i o n  i s  t o  a f f e c t  p opu l a t i o n  
variables." (Para. 1) But it is conceiv-
ed as only part of "the international 
community's over-all strategy for the 
promotion of economic develop-
ment and the quality of life." (Para. 1) 
Other programs included in this 
United Nations strategy include "the 
FAO's Provisional Indicative World 
Plan for Agricultural Development, 
t he  Un i t ed  Na t i o n s / FAO  Wo r ld  
Food Programme, the LLO's World 
Employment Programme, the Action 
Plan for the Human Environment, 
the United Nations World Plan of 
Action for the Application of Science 
and Technology to Development, 
the Programme of Concerted Action 
for the Advancement of Women, 
and, more comprehensively, the 
International Development Strategy 
fo r  t he  Second  Un i t ed  Na t i ons  
Development Decade." (Para. 1) This 
comprehensive United Nations plan 
to improve "the quality of life" raises 
serious questions at the threshold. 
Who determines what "qual ity of 
life" is to be promoted by the United 
Nations? What, in actual practice, 
will be the rights of those who desire 
a different "quality" to their lives? To 
what extent will the administrators of 
the programs in the various nations 
respec t  the  autonomy o f  those 
whose contrary desires may impede 
the attainment of officially prescrib-
ed national goals?

In paragraph 5, the Plan states, 
"While the right of couples to have 
the number of children they desire is 
accep ted  i n  a  number  o f  i n te r-
national instruments, many couples 
in the world are unable to exercise 
this right effectively. In many parts of 
t h e  w o r l d  e i t h e r  i n a d e q u a t e  
knowledge of effective methods of 
family regulation or the unavailability 
of contraceptive services results in a 
situation in which couples have 
more children that they desire or feel 
they can properly care for. In certain 
countries and regions, on the other 
hand ,  p rob lems o f  i nvo lun tar y  
sterility and of subfecundity exist, 
with the result that many couples 
have  fewer  ch i l d r en  t han  t hey  
desire." Superficially, this approach 
is even-handed. The program aims at 
al leviating problems not only  of 
excess population but also of in-
voluntary sterility and subfecundity. 
But these latter are relatively in-
significant compared to what the 
Plan sees as the problems of "inade-
q u a t e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  e f f e c t i v e  
methods of family regulation or the 
unavailability of contraceptive ser-
vices." One ignores reality if he fails 
to see that the major thrust of the 
Plan in this respect will involve the 
promotion of  contracept ion and 
o t h e r  " e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d s " ,  
presumably including abortion. Es-
pecially in the context of the current 
concern about population growth, it 
is fair to say that the major aim of the 

informational services envisioned by 
the Plan will be to reduce births, to 
deny life to some in order to attain 
the prescribed "quality of life" for 
others. The professed neutrality that 
would seek to present the Plan as an 
even-handed promot ion o f  both 
fertility and infertility fails to conceal 
the preponderant life-denying thrust 
of the Plan.

the plan emphasizes that "the 
main responsibility for achieving the 
objectives of this Plan of Action lies at 
the national level." ! Para. 13(e)] 
"Population pol ic ies," i t affi rms, 
"should be consistent with inter-
nationally and nationally recognized 
human rights of individual freedom, 
justice and the survival of national, 
regional and minority groups."[Para. 
13(D(] This provis ion  bears the  
implicit stamp of legal positivism, the 
theory that the idea of natural justice 
is untenable, that there are no rights 
dictated by the natural moral law and 
that rights are whatever they are 
defined by the legislature to be at any 
given time. 1See H. Kelsen, General 
Theory of Law and State (1949), E. 
Bodenheimer, Jurisprudence (1940), 
285; J. Wu, Fountai n of Justice (19550, 
41-43] [See also Para. 14 (d)] What are 
to  be protected by the P lan are  
" international ly  and nat ional ly 
recognized" rights. And then we see 
in Paragraph 13(g) that "This Plan of 
Action must be sufficiently flexible in 
o rder  to  take  i n to  account  the  
consequences of rapid demographic 
changes  and changes i n human 
attitudes and values." The "rights" to 
be protected under the Plan would 
seem to be subject to unl imi ted 
definition as "human attitudes and 
va l u e s  ch ang e " .  To  c a l l  t h e se  
ephemeral protections "rights" is a 
delusion. For example, the United 
Nations Declaration of the Rights of 
the Child asserted in 1959 the entitle-
ment of the child in the womb to 
legal protection. But that declaration 
is now nullified by the failure of the 
Plan of Action to rule out abortion as 
a method of birth control. Paragraph 
13(d) urges the preservation of 
"minority groups". But the most 
helpless and deprived minority in the 
world today are the unborn children 
who are killed by abortion. It appears 
that the Plan of Action will accelerate 
rather than reverse the denial of their 
right to live. If the most important 
right of all, the right to live, can be 
taken away pursuant to its provisions, 
then there are no rights effectively 
protected by the Plan.

In Paragraph 14(c), the Plan sets 
forth, among its objectives:

T o  p r o m o t e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
measures and programmes whose 
a i m  i s  t o  a f f e c t ,  w h e r e  a p -
propr iate,  popula t ion growth,  
m o r b i d i t y  a n d  m o r t a l i t y ,  
reproduction and family forma-
tion, population distribution and 
internal migration, international 
m i g r a t i o n ,  a nd  d emog r aph i c  
structure.
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Part lit of the Plan analyzes each of 
these object ives. It is interesting to 
note the fo l lowing extract f rom the 
sec t ion  on  morb id i t y  and  mora l i t y:

I t  i s  rec ommended  that  na t iona l  
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  t o  
r e d u c e  g e n e r a l  m o r b i d i t y  a n d  
mo r t a l i t y  l e v e l s  b e  a c co mpan i e d  
by part icular ly vigorous ef forts to 
ach ieve  the  fo l low ing  goa ls:

(a) Reduction of foetal, infant and 
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  m o r t a l i t y  a n d  
re la ted  materna l  morb id i t y  and 
mortal ity;

( b ) R e d u c t i o n  o f  i n v o l u n t a r y
s te r i l i t y ,  s ub f ecund i ty ,  de fec t i ve  
births and i l legal  abort ions. [Para. 
22(a) (b)]

In l ight  of  the P lan 's  to le rance of  
a b o r t i o n ,  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f o r  
the reduct ion of "foetal" morta lity is  
incongruous at least. [See also Para. 
64(c)] A clue to the philosophy of the 
P l a n  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  P a r a .  2 2 ( b ) ,  
quoted above.  What is  des ired is  not  
the reduction of abortion but only of  
" i l l eg a l  ab o r t i on s " .  T h e  k i l l i n g  o f  
unborn  bab ies ,  there fore ,  i s  ob jec -
t i onab l e  on l y  wh en  i t  i s  n o t  s anc -
tioned by law. We see here again the 
a c c ep t ance  o f  l eg a l  p o s i t i v i sm  and  
the denial of rights, such as the r ight  
to l ife of the unborn child, which are 
inalienable in accord with h the natural 
moral  l aw.

I n  d i s c u s s i ng  R ep r odu c t i on  a nd  
Fam i ly  Fo rmat i on ,  the  P l an  dec l i nes  
t o  r e c o m m e n d  a  " u n i v e r s a l  f a m i l y  
s i ze  no rm ."  (Para .  25)  Howeve r ,  i t  
u rges  t he  nat i ons  to  make ava i l ab l e  
to  a l l  who  so  des i re  the  neces sar y  
in fo rmat ion and means  " to p rac t ice  
f am i l y  p l an n i ng  e f f e c t i v e l y  an d  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  
values" Para. 27(h)] The aim is said to 
be  both  the  e l im inat ion  o f  invo lun-
t a r y  s t e r i l i t y  and  s ub f ecund i t y  and  
" t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  u n w a n t e d  
births." [Para. 27(b)] It does not say 
" unwan t ed  c o ncep t i o n s , "  bu t  " un -
wanted  b i r ths , ' '  wh ich  i s  cons i sten t  
with the Plan's evident acceptance of 
ab o r t i on  a s  a  l eg i t i m a t e  m e an s  o f  
b i r t h  c o n t r o l .  G o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  
u rged  t o  m ake  pe r son ne l  a v a i l ab l e  
" t o  h e l p  p r o v i d e  f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  
s e r v i c e s  a n d  t o  a d v i s e  u s e r s  o f  
c o n t r a c e p t i v e s . "  ( P a r a .  2 7 ( d ) )  
P a rag r aph  2 9  s ay s  t h a t  " Coun t r i e s  
that wish to affect fert i l ity levels may 
do so  by means  o f  measures wh ich  
a f f e c t  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  d e t e r -
minants of  des i red fami ly  s ize .  This  
may imply major soc ia l ,  inst i tut ional  
an d  s t ru c t u ra l  r e f o r m s  wh i c h  c a n  
affect the enti re society." [Para. 29]  
However,  i f  " incent ive and d is incen-
t i v e "  " s c h e m e s  a r e  a d o p t e d  o r  
m o d i f i e d  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  v i o l a t e  
human rights." [Para. 321 If reduction 
of  fert i l i ty  is des ired, programs "such 
as fami ly  a l lowances and maternit y  
benef i ts  .  .  .  should not ,  in pr inc ip le,  
he  c u r t a i l ed . "  [ P a ra .  33 ]  Sub j e c t ,  
t hen ,  t o  t he  sugges t i on  " i n  p r i n c i -
p l e "  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  
p r o g r a m s  e n c o u r a g i n g  f e r t i l i t y  

s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c u r t a i l e d ,  i t  i s  
suggested that the nations may adopt 
"d is incent ive"  prog rams and ref ra in  
f r o m  i n s t i t u t i n g  p r o g r a m s  t o  e n -
courage fe r t i l i t y .  I f  such  "d i s incen-
t i v e "  s c h e m e s  a r e  t o  b e  s t r o n g  
enough t o  d i scou rage b i r t hs  e f fec -
t i v e l y ,  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  t o  e x e r t  a  
power f u l  and  imp l i c i t l y  c ompe l l ing  
i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  h e r e t o f o r e  f r e e  
cho ic e  o f  spouses  as  t o  the  s i z e  o f  
t he i r  f am i l i e s .  Such  "d i s in c ent i v e "  
programs are l ike ly to render i l lusory 
the hope exp ressed in Parag raph 32 
that they "should not vio late human 
r i g h t s . "  A n d  w h e r e  t h e  " d i s i n c e n -
t i ve"  opera tes  to  p romote  abor t ion ,  
t h e  " h u m a n  r i g h t s "  o f  t h e  u nbo r n  
c h i ld  w i l l  h e  o f  no  ac coun t .

Among  t h e  " deve l op men t  go a l s "  
w h i c h  t h e  P l a n  r e c o m m e n d s  " t o  
moderat e  f e r t i l i t y  l eve l s "  i s  an  im-
p l i ed  enco u rag em en t  o f  wo men  t o  
leave the  home:

The fu l l  in teg ra t ion o f  women in to  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s ,  p a r -
t icularly by means of their greater 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
oppo r t un i t i e s ,  and  e spec i a l l y  b y  
means  o f  the  remova l  o f  obs tac les  
t o  t he i r  emp loyment  i n  t he  non -
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  w h e r e v e r  
possible.

In th is  context ,  nat iona l  laws  and 
pol ic ies, as well as re levant inter-
n a t i o n a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  
s h o u l d  b e  r e v i e w e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  
e l im ina t e  d i s c r i m ina t i on  i n ,  a nd  
r em ove  ob s t a c l e s  t o ,  t h e  educ a -
t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g ,  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  
c a r e e r  a d v a n c e m e n t  o p p o r -
tunit ies for women. [Para. 30(b)]

The P lan ,  inc identa l l y ,  u rges  that  
" t h e  f a m i l y  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  
bas i c  un i t  o f  soc ie ty ,  and  p ro t e c ted  
b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  
pol icy." [Para. 37(a)] [See also Para.  
56] It is fai r to wonder how well  the 
dec i s i o na l  au t on o my  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  
wi l l be protected under the d is incen-
t i ve  p rog rams recommended  by  the  
Plan. especial ly since the Plan invites 
n a t i o n s  w h i c h  d e s i r e  t o  r e d u c e  
p o p u l a t i o n  " t o  c o n s i d e r  s e t t i n g  
q u a n t i t a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  
targets and to formulate and imple-
m e n t  p o l i c i e s  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  t h e m  
w h i c h  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  b a s i c  
human r ights and nat ional goals and 
values." [Para. 16]

A l s o  o n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a g e n d a  
promoted by the Plan is research into 
" t he  means  f o r  unde r s t and i ng  and  
imp rov ing  t he  mo t iv a t i on  o f  p eop l e  
to partic ipate in the formulation and 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n
programmes; the study o f  educat ion  
and communication aspects of family 
p lann ing p rog rammes"  [Para.  64(b)]  
a n d  " t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  a c t i o n  
prog rammes o f po l ic ies dea l ing with  
the soc io-economic determinants  of  
fert i l i ty , morta l i ty , internal migration 
and  d i s t r ibu t ion ,  and  in t e rna t i ona l  
migrat ion ."  [Para. 64( f) ]  Anyone with 
a  m i n i m a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  

l iberty  ought to be d isturbed at  the 
t h o u g h t  o f  n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  
and  t he  U n i t ed  N a t i on s  " imp r o v i ng  
t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  t o  p a r -
t i c i p a t e "  i n  o f f i c i a l l y  d e v i s e d  
p r o g r a m s  i n  s u c h  a  p r i v a t e  a n d  
del icate area.

T h e  P l a n  e n c o u r a g e s  r e s e a r c h  
into:

The a ssessment  and  imp rovement  
o f  e x i s t i n g  m e t h o d s  o f  f e r t i l i t y  
r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  n e w  m e t h o d s  t o  m e e t  t h e  
v a r i e d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  i n -
d i v i d u a l s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  m e t h o d s  n e e d i n g  n o  
medical  superv is ion; [Para. 64( i) ]

M e t h o d s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  a d -
min i s t ra t i on ,  d e l i v ery  and  u t i l i z a -
t ion  o f  s oc i a l  s e rv i c es ,  inc lud i ng  
f am i l y  p l ann i ng  s e r v i c e s .  [ P a r a .  
64(k)].

After the Plan defines its goals and 
pol ic ies in paragraphs 15 through 56,  
i t  r e c ommends .  i n  Sec t i on  111( b) .  
var ious means for the" promot ion of  
k now ledge  and  po l i c i e s . "  T h i s  s e c -
t ion is the most revealing part of  the 
Plan in terms of its potent ia l impact  
upon personal  r ights .  Pa ragraphs  59 
and  60 p rov ide:

59 . A l l  c oun t r i es  a re  u rged  t o  
unde r t ake popu l a t ion  c ensuses  
b e tween  19 75  a nd  1985.  i t  i s  
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e s e  c e n -
suses give part icular attention to 
d a t a  r e l e v a n t  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  
p lanning and the formu lat ion of  
p opu l a t i o n  po l i c i e s ;  i n  o rde r  t o  
b e  o f  g r e a t e s t  v a l u e ,  i t  i s  
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e s e  d a t a  
be  tabu la ted  and  made ava i lab le 
as quick ly  as poss ib le.

60 . L e s s  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  
that  have not yet  done so should  
h e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  
cont inu ing capabi l i ty  fo r tak ing  
mu l t i s ub j ec t  househo ld  samp le  
surveys and a long-term plan for 
s e c u r i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  o n  v a r i o u s  
d e m o g r a p h i c  a n d  i n t e r r e l a t e d  
s o c i o - e con om i c  v a r i ab l e s  on  a  
regu la r  cyc l ica l  bas i s .  A l i  coun-
t r i e s  a re  i n v i t ed  t o  c o - ope ra t e  
w i th  the  Wor ld  Fer t i l i ty  Survey .

An interest ing point ra ised by th is  
emphas is  upon data col lect ion is  that  
i t  wou ld  appear  to  ra i se  no obs tac le  
t o  l e g a l  c o m p u l s i o n  o f  f a m i l y  
m e m b e r s ,  " i n  m u l t i s u b j e c t  
h o u s e h o l d  s a m p l e  s u r v e y s , "  t o  
rev ea l  p e rsona l  c i r c ums tances  and  
p ra c t i c e s  r e l a t i ng  t o  r ep roduc t i on .  
This is significant in light of "the high 
priority" the Phi in gives to "research 
act iv i t i es in  popu lat ion and  re lated  
f i e l d s , "  i n c l u d i n g ,  " o f  p a r t i c u l a r  
impor tance , "  research  into :

The soc ia l ,  cu l tura l  and economic  
d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  
v a r i a b l e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  a n d  p o l i c i t a l  
s i tuat ions, part icu lar ly  at  the fami ly  
and micro levels;  [Para. 64(a)]
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T h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  a n d  s o c i a l  
p r o c e s s e s  o c c u r r i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  
f a m i l y  c y c l e  t h r o u g h  t i m e  a n d ,  
par t i cu la r l y ,  th rough a l t e rnat i ve  
m o d e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  [ P a r a .  
64(b)]

Th is  emphas i s  upon the  deve lop -
m e n t  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  d e l i v e r y  o f  
" m e t h o d s  o f  f e r t i l i t y  r e g u l a t i o n "  
ought to d ispel any doubts that what 
the P lan env i s ions i s  an aggress ive  
o f f i c ia l  p romot ion  o f  b i r th  contro l ,  
i n c l ud i ng  abo r t i on  a s  we l l  as  con -
t r a c ep t i on  and  s t e r i l i z a t i on .  Wh i l e  
such  ac t iv i t i es  a re  l i ke ly  to  inc lude 
a l s o  d ev e l op m en t  a nd  de l i v e r y  o f  
methods  wh ich  a re  in  keep ing  w i th  
t h e  n a t u r a l  m o r a l  l a w ,  t h e  P l a n  
recogn izes  no e f fec t ive  l im i ta t ion  as 
to  t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  m e t h o d s  
i n vo l v ed .  T h e  m a in  c on s i d e r a t i on  
would seem to be the amoral one of  
e f fec t i veness  in cont ro l l ing b i r th .

T he  c omp rehens iv e  r each  o f  the  
P l an  o f  Ac t i o n  c an  b e  s e en  i n  t he  
p a r a g r a p h s  r e l a t i n g  t o  " t r a i n i n g ,  
educat i on  and  in fo rmat ion . "  [Para .  
68-78]  A f te r  u rg ing  the  t ra in ing o f  
"popu l a t i on  spec i a l i s t s "  ] Para .  69] ,  
the P lan adv i ses populat ion t ra in ing 
f o r  " l abou r ,  c om mun i t y  a nd  o t he r  
s o c i a l  l eade r s "  as  we l l  a s  " po l i c y -
m a k e r s "  a n d  " s e n i o r  g o v e r n m e n t  
of f i c ia l s ."  [Para. 71]  A "world-wide 
system of international, regional and 
nat iona l  inst i tut ions"  is  recommend-
e d  t o  ' m e e t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t r a i n e d  
m a n p o w e r ,  a n d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  
d i f f e r en t  r e commendat i ons  o f  t h i s  
P lan of  Act ion."  (Para. 72]

Population Education

One  o f  t he  p r i nc i p a l  a c t i v i t i es  of 
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t r o l  a p p a r a t u s  
e n v i s i o n e d  b y  t h e  P l a n  w i l l  be  
education. In Paragraph 73, it is 
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t ,  " E d u c a t i o n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  b o t h  t h e  m o r e  
deve loped and less deve loped coun-
tries sh o u l d  b e  en co u r ag ed  t o  ex -
pand the i r  cu r r icu la a t  a l l  leve l s  to 
i n c l u d e  s t u d y  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  
d y n a m i c s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d i n g ,  
w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  e d u c a t i o n  i n  
f a m i l y  l i f e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  
parenthood ."  Schoo l ch i ld ren , at all 
levels, are to be given "appropr iate" 
educat ion in " family l i fe and respon-
s i b l e  p a r e n t h o o d . "  T h i s  p r o po s a l  
i n vo lv e s  an  in t ru s i on  by  t he  s ta t e  
between the  ch i ld  and  h i s  parents ,  
whose pr imary respons ib i l i ty  i t  i s  to 
g ive mora l  t ra in ing to the chi ld .  And  
it  is  fa i r to expect  that  educat ion in 
" r e spons ib l e  p a ren thood ."  a s  tha t  
t e r m  i s  c o n c e i v e d  b y  t h e  a d -
mini st rators of  the P lan , wi l l  be  an  
education that presents abortion, 
c on t r a c ep t i on  and  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  a s  
leg i t imate  methods  o f  fe r t i l i t y  con-
t r o l .  N o r  d o e s  t h e  P l a n  l i m i t  i t s  
p r o p a g a n d a  p r o p o s a l s  t o  t h e  
schools:

Go ve r n me n t s  a r e  i n v i t e d  to u se  
b o t h  f o r m a l  a n d  n o n - f o r m a l  
e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m s  t o  t r a n s m i t  
p op u l a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i on  t o  l a r g e  
p ropo r t i on s  o f  the i r  p opu l a t ion s

and  t o  d i s s em ina te ,  by  means  o f  
m a s s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  m e d i a ,  
r e l a t i v e ly  s imp l e  in f o rma t i on  on  
popu l a t i o n  ques t i on s  wh i c h  f a c e  
the individual and society. It is 
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  a n  i n t e r -
n a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m m e  t o  c o l l e c t  
a n d  a n a l y s e  s u c h  e d u c a t i o n a l  
exper iences be formulated. I Para, 
74]

The  P l an ,  i t  i s  f a i r  t o  c onc l ud e ,  
e n c o u r a g e s  b r a i n w a s h i n g  b y  t h e  
mass media as well as the schools, to 
condit ion the populace to accept the 
o f f i c i a l  r e c ommenda t ion s  fo r  pop -
u l a t i o n  c o n t r o l .  " V o l u n t a r y  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , "  t o o ,  a r e  t o  b e  
enlisted "to play an important role in 
d i s s e m i n a t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  
knowledge and ensur ing  w ider par-
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  
p r o g r a m m e s ,  a n d  t o  s h a r e  e x -
per iences  regard ing  the  imp lemen-
tation of population measures and 
programmes." !Para. 761

Population Control

It does not overstate the case to say 
that  the  P lan  o f  Ac t ion  is a summons 
to the creation o f  an  i n t e rna t i ona l  
p op u l a t i o n  c o n t r o l  app a ra t u s  t ha t  
wi l l  be extens ive in i ts  reach, in ten-
s ive  in  i t s  penet ra t ion  in to  p r i va te 
concerns that ought to be safeguard-
ed by the law,  and unt rammeled  by 
a n y  e n d u r i n g  m o r a l  l i m i t a t i o n s .  
Where the P lan af f i rms the respon-
s ib i l i t y  o f  nat iona l  governments to 
d e c i d e  t h e i r  o w n  p o p u l a t i o n  
pol ic ies,  i t  expresses the hope that  
r e c o m m e n d e d  p o l i c i e s  b e  f o r -
mu l a t ed  and  imp l emen t ed  w i thou t  
v i o l a t i ng ,  an d  w i t h  d u e  p ro m o t i on  
or, universally accepted standards of 
hu m an  r i g h t s . "  P a ra .  8 2 ]  A s  w i t h  
o t h e r  r h e t o r i c a l  f l o u r i s h e s  i n  t h e  
Plan, th is one expresses a deceptive 
hope devoid of  content .  The human 
r i g h t s  t o  h e  p r o m o t e d  a r e  t h o s e  
" un i v e r s a l l y  a c c ep t ed . "  But w h i c h  
r i g h ts  a re  " un iv e r s a l l y "  a c c ep ted ? 
C l e a r l y  n o t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  u n b o r n  
chi ld .  And, in v iew of the movement  
for re laxat ion of euthanas ia laws, i t 
c anno t  b e  p red i c t ed  h ow  l ong  t he  
r ights of  the aged and retarded will 
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  " u n i v e r s a l l y  
a c c e p t e d . "  I n d e e d ,  i f  u n i v e r s a l  
a c c e p t a n c e  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d ,  t h e  
reject ion o f  any g iven r igh t  by any  
nat ion would be ful ly  cons istent  with 
the Plan, for the rejection of the right 
by that  nat ion would mean that  the 
r i g h t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  " u n i v e r s a l l y  
accep ted ."

One  f i n a l  p rospec t  r a i s ed  by  the  
Plan is the shaping of the polic ies of 
d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s  b y  m o r e  
d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
m e d i u m  o f  f o r e i g n  a i d .  T h e  P l a n  
urges international assistance to "less 
d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s "  a n d ,  i n  t h e  
P l a n ,  " i t  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  c o n -
siderab le expans ion of international  
ass is tance in the population f ield is  
required for the proper implementa-
tion of this Plan of Action." [Para. 88]

Evaluation of the
Plan

The  D ra f t  W o r l d  P op u l a t i o n  P l a n  
o f  A c t i o n  s u f f e r s  f r o m  t w o  m a j o r  
d e f e c t s .  F i r s t ,  i t  e n c o u r a g e s  u n -
wa r r an t ed  gov e rn men ta l  i n t r u s i on  
in to  fami ly  and  i nd iv idua l  p r iv ac y .

The potential infr ingement on free 
c h o i c e  a n d  f a m i l y  p r i v a c y  i s  i n -
c r e a s ed  b y  t h e  P l a n ' s  en c o u ra ge -
ment of the use of schools at al l levels 
an d  t h e  ma s s  m ed i a ,  t o  p e r s u ad e  
chi ldren and adults  of the values of  
" r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r e n t h o o d . "  ( P a r i s .  
73, 74]

The  U n i v e r s a l  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  
Huma n  R i gh t s  p rov i d es ,  "Men  and  
w o m e n  o f  f u l l  a g e ,  w i t h o u t  any 
l imitat ion due to race, nationality or 
re l ig ion, have the r ight  to marry and  
t o  f o u n d  a  f a m i l y "  ( U n i v e r s a l  
Dec larat ion of Human R ights (1948) , 
Art .  1611)]  Ar id ,  "The fami ly  is  the  
natu ra l  and  fundamenta l  g roup  un i t  
of soc ie ty  and  i s  en t i t l ed to  p ro tec -
t ion  by  society and the State." [Ibid., 
Art. 16(311 The Dec la ra t ion on Pop-
u la t ion  by  Wor l d  Leader s  p resen ted  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  
Un ited Nat ions in 1966 a ff i rms that  
" t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  dec ide  t h e  
number  and  spac ing of children is a 
bas ic human r ight ."  !See Luke T. Lee 
and Arthur Larson, eds. ,  Popu la t ion  
and Law (1971), 397] Resolution XVIII 
o f  the  In ternat iona l  Conference  on  
Huma n  R i gh t s ,  he l d  i n  T ehe ra n  i n  
1968. urged the reduction of popula-
t i on  g r ow th  r a t e s  a nd  s t a t ed  t ha t  
"couples have a basic: human right to 
decide freely and respons ibly on the 
number and spac ing of their ch i ldren 
and  a  r i g h t  t o  adequat e  educat i on  
and informat ion in this respect ," (Id.]

It is an impl ic it  assumpt ion of the 
D r a f t  W o r l d  P o p u l a t i o n  P l a n  o f  
Act ion that  an  e f fec t i ve  popu la t ion  
policy,  usually  aimed at the l imitation 
of  numbers rather  than  their  expan-
s i on ,  can be  imp l em en t ed  w i t h ou t  
improper  i n f r i n g e m e n t  u p o n  t h e  
b a s i c  s p o u s a l  r i g h t  o f c h o i c e  i n  
rep roduc t ive  mat ters .  Th is  assump-
t i on  i s  c h a l l en g ed  b y  t h e  t e n s i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  f a m i l y  
planning by spouses and population 
planning by government. As Rufus E. 
Miles, Jr.. put it, "Family planning by 
mil l ions of couples is not population 
p l an n i ng  b y  any bo dy  .  . "  [ P op u l a -
t i on  Bu l l e t i n ,  F eb .  1970 :  Med ic a l -
M o r a l  N e w s l e t t e r ,  M a y  a n d  J u n e  
1970, p. 35]  "The th ings that  make 
f am i l y  p l ann i ng  a c c ep t ab l e , "  s a i d  
Professor Kingsley Davis in 1967,"are 
the very th ings that  make i t  inef fec-
t ive for population contro l. By stress-
ing the r ight of  parents to have the 
n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  t h e y  w a n t ,  i t  
evades the bas ic quest ion of popula-
t i o n  p o l i c y ,  w h i c h  i s  h o w  t o  g i v e  
s o c i e t i e s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  
t h e y  n e e d .  B y  o f f e r i n g  o n l y  t h e  
means for couples to contro l fert i l ity,  
it neglects the means for soc iet ies to
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do so." [Medical-Moral Newsletter, 
Dec. 19671

One way  to  ach ieve  e f fec t i ve  
population limitation is to resort to 
outright coercion, overriding the 
freedom of choice in a frank asser-
tion of the primacy of state policy 
over individual preference. Another 
way is to preserve the appearance of 
f ree cho ice  but to  under take  to  
i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  c h o i c e  b y  i n -
ducements or persuasion. In the 
absence of outright coercion or a 
system of effective inducement and 
persuasion, population planning will 
be unpredictable and the pub l i c 
authorities will have to accept the 
possible frustration of their planning 
goals.

The totali tarian implications of 
out r igh t  coerc ion  i n  popula t i on 
matters can be readily seen. What is 
less obvious, however, is that even 
efforts at persuasion by governments 
can readi ly become overbearing. 
This is particularly true where ad-
vanced methods of behavioral con-
ditioning are employed in such a way 
that what is preserved is only an 
illusion rather than the reality of 
choice.

Abortion
The second major defect in the 

Plan is its neutrality on the legitimacy 
of different means of limiting births. 
The Plan recognizes no natural moral 
law and affirms no truly inalienable 
rights. It is based on a positivistic 
notion that deprives human "rights" 
of any basis more enduring than 
consensus.

The Plan of Action does not reject 
abortion as a method of birth con-
trol. To the extent that abortion is 
legal under national law, the Plan 
would seem to accept it as a tolerable 
method. The Plan, however, is more 
specific in its endorsement of the 
p r e se n t a t i o n  o f  c o n t r a cep t i v e  
techniques as tolerable methods. 
T h e  u n e x a m i n e d  a s s u m p t i o n  
throughout the Plan is that abortion, 
contraception and sterilization are at 
least morally neutral and that their 
endorsement by government can be 
productive of long-term social good.

The  ac c ep t an ce  o f  abo r t i o n ,  
however, violates the most basic 
right of all, the right of innocent 
human beings to live. According to 
Dr. Corbett McDonald, director of 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P l a n n e d  
Parenthood Federation's Office of 
Evaluation and Statistics, one of every 
three pregnancies in the world ends 
in abortion. [Milwaukee (Wisconsin) 
Journal, Nov. 18, 1973] And a '1973 
report by the United Nations Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs, 
indicates that abortion may be "the 
single most widely used method of 
b i r t h  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  w o r l d . "  
[Washington, D.C., Post, March 15, 
1973, p. C5, col. 1] This is not the 
place for a detailed discussion of the 
legal and moral issues involved in 

abortion. The humanity of the un-
b o r n  c h i l d  a n d  t h e  m o r a l  a n d  
jurisprudential indefensibility of his 
legal ized ki l l ing have been ade-
quate ly  demonstrated at  length 
elsewhere. But it should be said that 
the failure of the Plan to condemn 
abortion, whether legalized or not, 
deprives the Plan of legal as well as 
moral coherence.

The preamble to the Declaration 
of the Rights of the Child, adopted by 
the United Nations in 1959, affirmed 
that "the chi ld,  by reason of his 
physical  and mental immaturity, 
needs special safeguards and care, 
inc luding appropriate  legal  protec-
tion, before as well  as after bir th."  
(Emphasis added) Legalized abor-
tion, which subjects the unborn child 
to death at the discretion of others, is 
an obvious denial of the pre-natal 
rights of the child. Legalized abor-
tion is based upon the same principle 
that underlay the Nazi extermination 
of the Jews, the principle that an 
innocent human being can be killed 
if his existence is inconvenient to 
others or if those others consider him 
unfit to live. To the extent that the 
Plan promotes or even tolerates 
abortion, it entails a violation of the 
natural moral law and of the basic 
principles of equality and of respect 
for  innocent l i fe  which ought to 
underlie every civilized system of 
jurisprudence and law.

Beyond abort ion,  the Plan en-
courages an aggressive promotion by 
governments of contraceptive prac-
tices, including steril ization. The 
official intrusion into his private area 
will engender a climate that is hostile 
to the practice of family virtues. For 
there is a connection between the 
institutionalization of contraception 
a n d  t h e  r i s i n g  i n c i d e n c e  o f  
promiscuity, venereal disease, abor-
tion and family disintegration:

B i r th  con t ro l  mores  c rea te  a  
mentality of "unwanting babies." 
Furthermore, it is not a practice 
only but a new philosophy of man 
and sex, a new "way of l ife." It 
means the abandonment of self-
contro l  over  sexua l  urges;  i t  
imp l i c i t l y  a u t ho r i z e s  s ex u a l  
promiscuity. The real problem of 
our time is that society tolerates a 
continuous and ubiquitous dis-
play, by every medium of mass 
communication, of artificial libi-
dinous solicitation, which makes 
it unnaturally difficult for people, 
particularly young people, to be 
con t i nen t;  and  t hen  o f f e r s  a  
rOnedy, contraceptives, which 
me re l y  i n c r e as es  t h e  i n co n -
tinence. Promiscuity if the logic 
o f  b i r t h  con t ro l ;  bu t  to  have  
promiscuity with impunity there 
must also be abortion and infan-
t i c i d e ,  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  and  e u -
thanasia. The logical contracep-
tionist must insist that if these 
cannot be generalized by persua-
sion, they must be imposed by 
law. It has long been recognized

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n n e c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  e r o t i c i s m  a n d  
totalitarianism. [C. Daly, Morals, 
Law and Life (1966), 94-95]

These problems are aggravated 
when the practice of contraception 
tends to be treated as a civic duty, as 
may  we l l  o ccur  i n  nat i ons  t hat  
e n e r g e t i c a l l y  e n f o r c e  t h e  
recommendations of the plan. It is 
t ime, instead, to reexamine the 
prevailing unciritcal acceptance of 
contraception,  steri l i zat ion and 
abo r t i on  a s  p roper  sub je c t s  o f  
governmental endorsement. It is 
time for the United Nations to heed 
the appeal of Pope Paul VI in his 1965 
address at the UN headquarters in 
New York:

For you deal here above all with 
human life; and the life of man is 
sacred; no one may dare offend 
it. Respect for life, even with 
regard to the great problem of 
birth, must find here in your 
assembly its highest affirmation 
and its most reasoned defense. 
You must str i ve to  mul t ip ly  
bread so that it suffices for the 
tab les o f  mankind,  and not  
rather favour an artificial control 
o f  b i r t h ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  
irrational, in order to diminish 
the number of guests at the 
banquet  o f  l i f e .  [New York  
Herald Tribune, Oct. 5, 1965, p. 
B, col. 4]

The relevant moral principles were 
applied to the population problem 
by Pope Paul in his 1968 encyclical, 
Humanae Vitae, where he said:

But with our predecessor Pope 
John XXIII, we repeat: no solu-
tion to these difficulties is accep-
table "which does violence to 
man's essential dignity" and is 
b a s e d  o n l y  o n  a n  u t t e r l y  
materialistic conception of man 
himself and of his life. The only 
possible solution to this ques-
tion is one which envisages the 
social and economic progress 
both of individuals and of the 
who l e  human  so c i e t y ,  and  
which respects and promotes of 
true human values. Neither can 
one, without grave injustice, 
consider divine providence to 
b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  w h a t  
depends, instead, on a lack of 
wisdom in government, on an 
i nsuf f i c i en t  sense  o f  soc i a l  
justice, on selfish monopoliza-
tion, or again on blameworthy 
indolence in confronting the 
e f f o r t s  a n d  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  
necessary to ensure the raising 
of living standards of a people 
and of all its sons. [Pope Paul VI, 
Humanae Vitae, No. 23]

There is much in a positive vein 
that urgently needs to be done by the 
United Nations and various countries 
to ensure a more equitable distribu-
tion of the goods of the world. But 
the Draft World Population Plan of 
Action is a regressive step, to the
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extent that it would tend to override 
freedom of choice and personal 
rights by governmental promotion of 
abortion and other techniques that 
are violative of the moral law and 
ultimately harmful to society. The 
effective implementation of the plan 
would result in an Orwellian official 
intrustion into matters of the utmost 
privacy, accompanied by the denial 
of the right to life itself. This is 
particularly so because the Plan is but

one part of an "over-all strategy" to 
promote "economic development 
and the quality of life." [Para. (1)] This 
all-encompassing objective confers 
an open-ended license on the Un-
ited Nat ions and part ic ipat ing 
nations to influence and implicitly 
control human behavior in every 
phase and aspect that can be related 
to improvement of "the quality of 
life."

Its objectionable features are so 
interwoven into the Plan that they do 
not appear to be severable from the 
Plan itself. Therefore, the Plan should 
be rejected and the United Nations 
and the countries of the world 
should devise instead a constructive 
program that would concentrate on 
the effort "to multiply bread so that it 
suffices for the tables of mankind." 
[Pope Paul VI, address to United 
Nations, Oct. 4, 1965]
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Count Malthus Lives!
While in Bucharest, I presented a formal paper on 

the population issue and participated in several panel 
discuss ions inc luding The Value of the Family: A 
Questioning Look at Family Planning, which was taped 
by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation for presen-
tation as part of a 13-program series; a similar panel for 
the Tribune; the joint press conference with the World 
Federat ion o f  Doctors;  and a pet it ion c ircu lated to 
protest the fact that the unborn chi ld's r ights were 
ignored in  the Wor ld P lan o f  Act ion.

The Malthusian Dracula cartoon of T h e  P l a n e t  
represented the dominant  theme of  the Conference 
and  T r i bune  —  The  IPPF  ( In t e r na t i ona l  P l anned  
Parenthood Federation) was there in Bucharest in large 
numbers, controll ing the formal debates but meeting 
stronger-than-expected opposi t ion otherwise.

Th i s  may  s eem s t r an ge  s i n ce  I  d idn ' t  h ave  a  
religious upbringing but at Bucharest, I'm convinced I 
saw the face of the Beast, and on its forehead were the 
initials IPPF.

I f  w e  c o u l d  m a k e  t h e  p e o p l e  s e e  P l a n n e d  
Parenthood as it really is, we can win. The whole world 
isn 't  buying the Malthus ian "p itch".  A report in  the 
Planet indicated that 106 nations find their growth rates 
either satisfactory or too low!

The "back-alley butchers" was the theme of those 
lobbying here for liberalized abortion laws. We can use 
this theme to our advantage by not only emphasizing 
legal protection for the unborn child but also to insure 
protection of the mother via education of the physician 
harm caused by abort ion.

D o n a l d  W a r w i c k ,  a  s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  f r o m

Canada, characterized a typical U.S. family planning 
program as "a mixture of repressed sex, technology and 
missionary zeal . . ."

Planned Parenthood's programs, r iding roughshod 
over cultural and social values, are bitterly resented by 
many Third World people. A woman doctor from India, 
who was one of our U.S. Coalition for Life dinner guests 
one night, told us that was Planned Parenthood's stated 
aim to increase the number of unwanted pregnancies 
so that they could argue that abortion is necessary. she 
said that illegitimacy had never been a problem in India 
until P.P. came in. Now 70% of abortions are done on 
unmarr ied gir ls!

I  came away f rom Bucharest  w i th  a number  o f  
convict ions:

O n e  —  " t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  b o m b "  i s  a n  A m e r i c a n  
invent ion, with a l i t t le help from the Swedes.

Two — Populat ion Planners are motivated largely by 
the limitless financial profits reaped from birth control 
products and abort ions.

Th r ee  —  Young  peo p l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c am pu s  
activists are unaware of the profit motives and probably 
would resent being used if they were aware.

Four — That  the  promoters  o f  sexual  f reedom aren ' t
real ly enjoying sex themselves — they're putting on a 
big pretense either to fool themselves or to fool us.

My future P lan o f  Act ion began to  crys ta l l i ze at  
Bucharest. I will attack Planned Parenthood and the 
P lanned Parenthood sexual  eth ic us ing sat ire as  my 
chief weapon, at every opportunity. 1 wil l organize a 
g roup ca l l ed  WAIL (Women ' s  A l l i ance fo r  In fan ts '

21



Liberation) and try to play a part in the International 
Women's Year — 1975 — act ivit ies.

Lastly, I would like the Right-to-Life groups to take 
a greater interest in food problems and solutions, in 
provid ing help for  those in  need and perhaps even 
work out a plan for establishing a "food bond" plan for 
our own people. We need also to examine a monitor 
population-food legislation in Congress. For example, 
Representat ive Jerry Lit ton (D. Mo.) has introduced 
some c r i t i c a l  and  a l a rm ing  amendment s  t o  Un i t ed

States relief legislation under the tit le Public Law No. 
480  wh ich  wou ld  make fam i ly  l im i ta t ion  programs  
mandatory for recipients of our foreign aid programs. 
Under the Litton Proposal, Title I funds would be cut off 
t o  coun t r i e s  whose  po pu l t i o n  e xceeds  t h e  wo r l d  
average, unless they are pumping more than average 
expenditures into increasing agr icultural product ion 
with in  their  own borders . Rep. Li t ton attended the 
Wo r l d  Food  Con f er ence  i n  Rome ( s ee  the  Ga l l up  
Report).

Some Infrequently Considered Aspects
of The Population Issue: A Study of Distortions

"Any way you s l i ce  i t , "  says  Dr .  
P a u l  E h r l i c h ,  " p o p u l a t i o n  i s  a  
numbers game." And that's the first 
and most ser ious distortion of the 
populat ion quest ion.  We're p lay ing 
it as a numbers game without regard 
to bio logy  and o ther  fac tors,  and 
we ' ve  be co me  so  h ypno t i z ed  by  
numbers we're in a state of panic, 
needless panic. Even if the popula-
tion doubles by the year 2000 — and 
it's hardly likely — it doesn't happen 
suddenly. It isn't as though we go to 
bed on December 31, 1999, and wake 
up the  next  morn ing to  f i nd tha t  
twice as many people have arr ived 
on the scene! Whether we know it or 
not, we are playing games, and we've 
got to stop it if we're to achieve a 
rational policy, free of panic, that will 
be fair to everyone.

Every game has two essential parts: 
A  goa l  and  a  se t  o f  r u les .  I n the  
populat ion numbers game, the goal 
is usually something idealistic such as 
t h e  Q u a l i t y  o f  L i f e ,  P o p u l a t i o n  
Stabilization, World Peace and Hap-
piness, the Survival of Mankind.

Let's take Population Stabil ization 
as a goal and consider the rule set up 
for achieving it: No one should have 
more  than two ch i ld ren.  But  i f  no  
one had more than two, the average 
family size would always be less than 
two. Dr. Ehrlich, one of the big stars 
o f  the  g ame ,  e s t imate s  th a t  the  
average family size would be 1.3 or 
1.4. But he fails to note that we'd 
reduce each generation by 33-43%. 
How long could we go on doing that 
before we became an Endangered or 
Vanishing Species? Obviously,  the 
Two-Chi ld Ru le would br ing us not  
to Populat ion Stab i l izat ion but  to  
Populat ion Decl ine.

O n e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  t r i c k s  i n  
playing the game is to create a sense 
of fear. Take the Compound Interest 
Caper. In this move, you treat people 
like money invested at interest. You 
know the figures: at 1% a year, the 
population will double in 70 years, at 
2%, in 35 years, at 3%, in 20 years, and 
so  on .  Bu t  popu la t i on  doe s  no t ,  
repeat DOES NOT, grow at a f ixed 
rate. I t  isn ' t the rate that  makes the 
growth;  i t ' s  the  g rowth i tse l f  tha t  

makes the rate. You can't reverse it 
without causing horrendous distor-
tions. If you assume a fixed rate, you 
have to apply it to everyone: to the 
c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  n o t  y e t  o f  
reproduct ive age; to o lder women 
who are past reproductive age; and 
to men. What you are saying is that 
ch i ld ren and e lde r ly women have 
babies and that men get pregnant! 
And the distortion becomes larger as 
the populat ion increases.  And the  
numbers get scary.

Aside from the fact that it doesn't 
work, the compound interest system 
ha s  s e r i o u s  s i d e - e f f e c t s :  I t  e x -
aggerates growth and it hides the  
very real threat of decline. At least 
one-third of the world has a fertility 
rate (average family size) that's below 
r e p l a c e m e n t .  B u t  p e o p l e  l i v e  
through more than one generat ion,  
so in most cases, the death rate is still 
lower  than  the  b i r th ra te .  I f  you 
m e r e l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t he  c u r r e n t  
growth rate and projected it far into 
the future,  you'd end up doubl ing 
populations repeatedly without even 
rep lac ing them! ( In the  U.S. ,  fo r 
example, the difference between the 
birth rate and the death rate is about 
5  p e r  1 0 0 0  —  B y  c o m p o u n d  
interest,  th is would he enough to  
double the numbers in 125 years. But 
the average family size is 1.9 — below 
replacement. 125 years represents 
s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  4  b i o l o g i c a l  
g e ne r a t i o n s .  O bv i o u s l y ,  i f  f o u r  
generations of parents fail to replace 
themse l ve s ,  the  popu la t ion  i sn ' t  
going to double, or even remain as 
large as it is today.)

At  t imes  in  the  pas t  the  Uni ted 
States has averaged nearly 4% a year, 
or 3%, or 2%, or 1%. But there's a big 
difference between an ave rage  rate 
and a c o m p o u n d  one. An average 
r a te  o f  2%,  fo r  i n s t ance ,  wo u ld  
become 100% in 50  years ;  but  a  
compound rate of 2% would total  
more than 140% in half a century.  
And when you're speaking in  te rms 
of hundreds of millions or of billions, 
that 40% is a significant amount.

The All-time, All-Star player of the 
p o p u l a t i o n  n u m b e r s  g a m e  w a s  
Reverend Thomas Robert Malthus.

His method was geometric progres-
sion, which produced an awesome 
magni tude  o f  numbers  unmatched 
by any of today's players. He also 
devised a fixed ratio between pop-
ulation growth and food production 
which gave some startl ing results.

Malthus said that even at i ts lowest 
l e ve l  o f  g r o w t h  human population 
u n c h e c k e d  b y  w a r ,  f a m i n e ,  o r  
p e s t i l e n c e  w o u l d  p r o c e e d  
geometr ic a l l y ,  doub l ing  every  25  
years (apparently. with each genera-
tion). He assumed the world popula-
tion in 1800 to be one billion. By his 
method, the 12th doubl ing,  which 
would occur in 2100. would produce 
a total of two t r i l l i o n  forty-e ight 
million persons. f he highest figure 
achieved by today 's playe rs is  65 
bi l l ion by 2110.  His project ion for 
1975 would have been 128 bil l ion: 
today ' s  p l aye r s  a re  p ro je c t i ng  4  
bil lion.

The second part of Malthus' game 
should be considered more c losely 
than it ever has been. Most of his 
followers believe that he merely said 
that population tends to outrun food 
produc t ion.  He  d idn ' t  mere ly  say  
that: he set up an actual formula by 
w h i c h  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w s  a t  
geometric progression — 2, 4, 8,16, 
and so on — and food increases in a 
simple arithmetic pattern —1, 2, 3,4, 
5. etc. He said that by the time you 
reach the 13th doub l ing the rat io  
would be 4096 to 13. Starting with 
one billion in 1800, the 13th doubling 
would occur in the year 2125. There 
would  be  four  t r i l l io n,  96  mi l l ion  
peop le ,  bu t  the re  wou ld  be  food 
enough for only 13 bi l l ion.  I  can't  
h e l p  w o n d e r i n g :  I f  w e  c o u l d  
p roduce  food  fo r  13  b i l l io n,  why 
would we have to wait until we had 
over 4 tri l l ion people? Why couldn't 
we do it when we had 13 billion, or 10 
bil l ion, or 8 bi l l ion, or even today?

Another var iat ion of the popula-
t i on  num be r s  game  i s  Doub l i ng -
T im e  Do m inoe s  wh i c h  i s  p l a y e d  
extensively by those who say that the 
doubling times are getting closer and 
closer together. That's why we call it 
a population ,explosion. But we can 
prove that in the United States the

22



doubling times are getting farther 
and farther apart. Between 1790-
1890, a period of 100 years, we 
doubled 4 times. (This would seem 
to support Malthus, but a large part 
of our growth came from immigra-
tion and we were not growing at the 
lowest possible level. Indeed, our 
family sizes were nearly 8 in 1790 and 
about 4 by 1900.) Since 1890 we've 
doubled only once. To have even a 
second doubling in our second 100 
years we'll have to reach 246 million 
by 1990.  I f  we do i t  — and it ' s 
improbable — that will still be two 
doublings, not four, in the second 
hundred years. For the world as a 
whole it's impossible to prove or 
disprove the doubling-time theory 
— there simply aren't enough valid 
records available. But if the thesis 
were carried out to its logical conclu-
sion, with doubling times getting 
c loser and closer,  the doub l ing 
would eventually have to be instan-
taneous! And that's biologically im-
possible.

The Numbers Game
A var i a t ion  o f  Doub l i ng -T ime 

Dominoes is played like this: You 
show the length of time it took to add 
a specific number of people to the 
population, and the times get shorter 
and shorter. It goes something like 
this: It took from the beginning of 
Man to the year 1850 — a period of 
perhaps two million years — to reach 
the first billion. I he second billion 
arrived in only one hundred years; 
the third took 30 years; the fourth 
may take 15 years, and after that 
there will be a billion added every 
five years. But if the thesis is valid, it 
would have to be consistent. Why, 
after the arrival of the fourth billion, 
would the growth factor become 
constant at "one billion every five 
years"? It would have to be, say, he 
fifth billion in 3 years, the sixth in 11/2 
years,  and after that — instant 
billions! Which, once again, borders 
on biological improbability!

Indeed ,  i f  we  began s tudy ing  
population from a biological view-
point instead of a mathematical one, 
concepts  o f  g rowth,  dec l i ne,  o r  
stability would be easier to unders-
t a n d .  I  s u g g e s t  a  n e w  g a m e ,  
Biological  Bridge. It ' s commonly 
held that population growth results 
from an excess of births over deaths. 
But that's a misleading concept, and 
it's only partly true — true only if you 
consider population statistics on a 
year-to-year basis. If you start with a 
biological approach.. it's easy to see 
that the only part of the population 
that actually grows is the part that's 
reproducing — the parental genera-
tion. When that generation has more 
childred than are needed to replace 
it, the population is in a growth cycle. 
When the parental generation is  
hav ing  fewer  ch i l d ren  than  are  
necessary to replace it, the popula-
tion is in a decl ine cycle. And when 
there are just enough children to 
replace the parental generation, the 

population is in a true zero growth 
cycle. But people live through two or 
three generations, as a rule; thus, in 
either a dec l ine cycle or a zero 
growth cycle, the birth rate can run 
ahead of the death rate for a time. To 
put it simply: Babies who are born 
each year are not replacements for 
the people who die each year; they 
are the replacements for their own 
parental generation.

The commonly held bel ief that  
population growth in the past was 
always slow as a result of high death 
rates can also be challenged by using 
biological facts. Human beings. are 
not like salmon; they do not spawn 
and die. Parents had to have enough 
children to replace them to carry on 
the human race; parents had to 
survive to rear the children. Never at 
any point could the chain of human 
existence have been broken, for if it 
had been, the human race would 
have ceased to exist. Man could not 
have been an endangered species, 
barely hanging on, for a couple of 
million or several hundred thousand 
years and still have survived.

Population Flux
Here, too, a concept of growth 

cycles would make more sense than 
t h e  i d e a  o f  s l o w  g r o w t h  o v e r  
thousands  o r  mi l l i ons  o f  years .  
Periods of over-replacement of the 
parental generation, fol lowed by 
h a r e  r e p l a c e m e n t  o r  u n d e r -
replacement, and variations of over-
and under- and zero-growth periods 
— that's how the human community 
is quite l ikely to have developed. 
Add historical and cultural evidence 
to the concept of growth cycles and 
the thesis becomes even stronger.

Great civilizations have risen and 
fallen and risen again. Lands which 
today are primitive and sparsely 
settled show evidence of advanced 
civilizations existing thousands of 
years ago. If there were only small 
numbers of people and they were 
always dying young, who built the 
cities which archeologists keep digg-
ing up, cit ies bui l t one on top of 
another? Who built the Pyramids, a 
tremendous engineering feat done 
entirely by hand, as far as we know? 
Who built the Great Wall of China 
which is said to have required the 
work of a million men at one time? If 
a million men were busy on a single 
project, surely the base population 
must have been a large one. Why did 
men cross oceans in search of new 
l ands  un less  popula t ion  g rowth  
spurred them to do so? The answers 
to these and other questions l ie  
buried in the dim and distant past, 
hidden by thousands of years long-
gone. But one thing is certain: Man 
was not created by mathematical  
formulas.

Other popular games played with 
people: Family Planning Monopoly, 
Population Chess, Pin the Tail on the 
Donkey, and Follow the Leader.

Family Planning Monopoly: Every 
time a couple has a baby, they lose a 
vacation, a new car, or a color TV set. 
This emphasis on material benefits of 
smaller families only complicates the 
problems. If it's a fact that a baby 
horn in a developed nation places 50 
times more strain on the environ-
ment than a baby born in a develop-
ing nation, then the encouragement 
o f  smal ler  famil ies  in developed 
countries will not necessarily reduce 
the strain. For i f  having smal ler  
famil ies wi l l  make it possible for 
couples to have greater material  
benefits, the stress will he increased. 
E v e n  w o r s e ,  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  
material values reduces the child to 
the status of an object — an object of 
lesser value than a car or a TV set. He 
becomes something to avoid having 
— by contraception, if possible; by 
abortion if contraception fails.

The late Dr. Alan Guttmacher of 
Planned Parenthood predicted that 
we could soon have the Century of 
the Wanted Chi ld,  which sounds 
very beautiful. But placing price tags 
on children makes more and more of 
them unwanted. I propose that we 
aim, instead, for the Century of the 
Protected Child (and my thanks to 
Dr. Samuel Nigro for the "protected 
child" idea.)

Let's protect him from the abor-
tionist, legal or illegal. We can do it 
b y  t ea ch i ng  w omen  abo u t  h i s  
humanity. If women knew the truth 
about the pre-natal development of 
the child, they'd be less likely to seek 
abortions. Let's offer help to his 
mother to solve her problem. Let's 
have better pre-natal care and child-
birth education to help both mother 
and chi ld.  Let's have chi ld  care 
education. Let's restore our respect 
for motherhood, and add to that, 
respect for the child as a human 
being.

Let ' s  protect  him against  war, 
against the diseases we can prevent, 
and against the diseases we can cure. 
Let's protect him against hunger and 
poverty by using our know-how to 
increase production and by sharing 
resources instead of cramming birth 
control pills down the throats of the 
poor. No poverty-stricken woman 
ever got rich by taking the Pill, but 
the Pill manufacturers do all right!

Family planning has come to mean 
family limitation. The couple with 
two children, even though they may 
have aborted two or three others, 
even though they may not be good 
parents at all, are regarded as being 
"responsible" family planners. The 
couple with half a dozen, no matter 
how well-spaced or well cared-for 
t h e y  m ay  b e ,  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  
"irresponsible".

It is widely believed that without 
family planning population growth 
wou ld  never  s l ow down.  Every  
woman would have ten children! Yet 
long before the idea of "planned 
parenthood" became popular in the
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United States, the average family size 
was reduced in each generation. 
Indeed, the only time we had a rising 
fertility rate was in the postwar Baby 
Boom years — after "family plan-
ning" became acceptable.

There are natural population con-
trols: (1) The biological requirement 
of having two people of opposite 
sexes to produce one chi ld; (2)  
Different levels of fertility in both 
men and women, ranging from high 
to medium to low to none. By the law 
of averages, some persons of high 
fertility will mate with persons of low 
fertility or even sterility and will have 
no  ch i l d r en;  ( 3)  The  f a c t  t ha t  
pregnancy can occur only during a 
brief period in each monthly cycle. 
Here, again, by the law of averages, 
intercourse may frequently occur 
during the naturally sterile period; 
(4) The need for the sperm to mature. 
Contrary to popular opinion, the 
father of a large family is not likely to 
be a sex maniac. The man who has 
frequent sexual encounters would 
not have given his sperm a chance to 
mature; (5)  The fact  that some 
w o m e n  b e c o m e  i m m u n e  t o  
pregnancy; (6) The fact that it takes 
nine months to have a ful l- term 
baby; (7) The fact that more pregnan-
cies result in the births of male 
infants than of females. The excess 
males are part of the population in 
their own lifetimes, but make no 
further contributions to growth; (8) 
the  fac t  tha t  a  woman ' s  ch i l d -
bearing years are limited in number; 
(9) The fact that most human females 
have only one child per pergnancy; 
and (10) Breast-feeding is also a 
n a t u r a l  d e t e r r e n t  t o  a n o t h e r  
pregnancy. It doesn't always have a 
contraceptive effect, but statistically, 
it makes a significant difference. A 
massive campaign to encourage  
breast-feeding could be more help-
ful than a massive artificial birth 
control program. It would be helpful 
in spacing babies, in reducing infant 
mortality among poor families who 
do not have adequate, safe food 
storage facil ities, it would be an 
economic benefit to families, and it 
wou l d  add  t o  t he  wo r ld ' s  fo od  
resources to some degree.

Social ,  cultural,  and economic 
factors as population control: Late 
marriage, no marriage at all, such as 
among certain religious vocations, 
discouragement of pre-marital sex-
ual relationships, the system of 
requiring young men to purchase 
wives in some societies, the rise of 
career opportunities for women, 
increased education which keeps 
young people in school longer and 
delays marriage, the rising costs of 
having and rearing children.

Population Chess
But  the  games  go  on  and  on .  

Population Chess: In this one, the 
world is a giant chess board and the 
peop le  are  chess  p i eces,  to  be 
manipulated at the will of the social 

planners. But if those in power have 
the r ight to l imi t the number of  
children couples may have, it's only 
logical that they should have the 
right to require couples in declining 
populations to have larger families. 
Either way, it's a monstrous idea.

Pin the Tail on the Donkey: An 
especially popular game. Typical of 
the way to play this one was a two-
page ad in the New York TIMES. On 
one page was a picture of a cute little 
baby. The other page was headlined: 
"Before we can l ick pol lution we 
have to do something about this little 
fellow." Pin the tail on the donkey, 
pin the blame on the baby. But the 
new baby, the little child, pollutes far 
less than anyone else does. It's when 
he grows up and starts driving a car, 
needs a job, a house, furniture, and 
other large consumer items that he 
becomes a serious strain on the 
environment. And if we aren't going 
to  do anyth ing about po l lu t i on 
before today's babies grow up, we 
might as well forget it. (Incidentally, 
the newspaper ad was signed by a 
n u m b e r  o f  l a r g e ,  w e a l t h y  i n -
dustrialists who do more than their 
share of polluting.)

Follow the Leader: This is a pop-
ular game. Population control ad-
vocates will usually admit, if you 
press hard enough, that the birth 
rates of most developed countries 
are not too high — that, in fact,  
they're so low some new problems 
are being created. But, they say, we 
must continue to cut down on births 
to set an example for the rest of the 
world. Wel l, i f the example is to 
destroy our age balance, making a 
top-heavy aging population to be 
supported by too-few young, what 
nation in its right mind would follow 
us? If the example is to destroy our 
own young, our helpless unborn 
ch i l d r en ,  God  fo rb id  t ha t  t hey  
should follow us!

Rich Man, Poor Man: A better 
example of what the problems really 
are and how the game should be 
played. Rich man, poor man, beggar 
man, thief,doctor, lawyer, merchant, 
chief.  People are in al l  of these 
categories and more. They make 
p r ob l ems,  bu t  t hey  a l s o  so l v e  
p rob lems.  They  are  somet imes 
burdens, but they also carry burdens. 
They are consumers, but they are 
also producers. And each and every 
one of them has the right to be here, 
to be a part of the universe. Man is 
not only his brother's keeper; he i s  
his brother.

If we stopped being hypnotized by 
astronomical population projections 
based on proveably false methods, if 
we stopped being wasteful, if  we 
were willing to share what we have 
wi th others,  i f  we could  see a l l  
human beings as equal in value, we 
could solve the problems. But if we 
insist that "overpopulation" is the 
problem that must be solved before 
we can do anything else, we had 

better recognize the fact that we are 
all part of the "overpopulation". If 
you say there are "too many" people 
you have to count yourself as part of 
the "too many". Who has the right to 
say that somebody else doesn't have 
the right to be here? Every child 
conceived has the right to he born —
unless we  didn't have that right, 
either. Every child horn is entitled to 
his place in the world, no matter how 
many sisters or brothers or aunts or 
uncles or cousins he may have.

A couple of hundred years ago an 
English poet who had more sense 
than Malthus, a man named John 
Donne, wrote that no man is  an 
is land. He wrote that we are al l  
involved in Mankind. He said,"Every 
man's death diminishes me".

Those who are playing population 
games would agree that no man is an 
island, that we are all involved in 
Mankind. That's what it's all about. 
But too many would change another 
l ine to read: "Every man's b i r t h  
diminishes me". It's a bone-chilling 
game when you play it that way.

* * *

Proof that population cannot be 
projected by a fixed-rate system:

Assume that you have 1000 couples 
(2000 peop le)  who  w i l l  have  3  
children each, making a total of 3000 
children, and a new population of 
5000. Now forget that you know they 
will have 3 children and project the 
future population by using percen-
tages. The first round of pregnancies 
will produce 1000 children and a new 
popu l a t i o n  b ase  o f  3000  — an  
increase of 50%. If you now assume 
that each additional round will add 
50% — and that's exactly what fixed-
rate users do assume! — the second 
round will produce 1,500 children 
(50% times 3000) and a new base of 
4500. The third round will produce 
2,250 (50% times 4500) for a total 
population of 6,750 — 1,750 more 
than 1000 couples with 3 children per 
family could possibly have!

No matter what the size of the 
original group may be, large or small, 
the principle remains the same: The 
changing population base changes 
the rate. That 1000 couples could 
have been one billion couples, and 
the f inal  total  would  have been 
6,750,000,000 — 1.75 billion more 
than would actually have been horn. 
1.75 billion "paper people" created 
by a faulty projection method.

Please note that nei ther bi rth 
contro l  nor  war nor  famine nor  
pestilence had anything to do with 
reducing the total! The projection 
was simply wrong in the first place. 
Yet hundreds of articles and dozens 
of books on population control have 
used this invalid method.
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It is good to be home. Coalition's group was a 
major contribution. Ours was the only organized group 
actively opposing abortion at the Tribune with the 
exception of the World Federation of doctors who 
Respect Human Life. There were, of course, many 
others supporting our position, but few were as vocal.

One major exception was Elmer Kremer, head of

Canada's Alliance for Life and a member of the 
philosophy department of U. of Toronto, who worked 
closely with our group.

The New York Times is deploring the results of the 
Conference, surely an indication that the delegates 
there were not all eager to accept U.S., U.K. —
Scandanavian pressures .. .

(Editor's note — T h e  C a t h o l i c  
Te legraph carried a four-part series 
on various aspects of the World 
Population Conference by Mr. Bar-
mann. Back issues are available from 
the Telegraph office on Orth Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio. Here are some con-
densed excerpts and insights from 
that excellent series —

I. "World Conference Stresses 
Importance of Development" 
(9/20/74) First in Series ... The 
emphasis on social justice was 
the chief redeeming feature 
of the two-week conference.

. . . The Tribune, a stormy 
center of controversy, was 
termed by one observer as 
"the l ightening rod" of the 
populat ion conference.  I t  
a l so  was  a  fo rum fo r  the  
thoughtful exchange of ideas 
o n  m a n y  o f  s o c i e t y ' s  
problems. .. .Father Anthony 
Z immerman  w as  sh a rp l y  
critical of the use of the word 
"excessive" in reference to 
popu la t i on  g rowth  ra tes .  
"Every person born, every 
a d d i t i o n a l  d i g i t  o f  b i r t h  
statistics is a fellow human 
being."he said, "None wants 
to be labeled as an `excessive' 
person."

Father Zimmerman told of a televi-
sion panel show in Japan composed 
of handicapped persons and their 
reaction to an amendment to the 
existing abortion law which would 
have e l iminated "economic"  in-
dications but included others such as 
abortion to eliminate damaged or 
defect ive fetuses. The panel ists 
appealed to the nation to have more 
heart .. .

Bucharest Happenings 
" W h e t h e r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  peop le 
i nc reases  r ap id l y  o r  w h e t h e r  s l o w l y ,  t h e y  
a r e  always people, humans," the Iowa-born 
pr iest  said.  'People with names, with hearts,  
with parents, with yearnings to experience life 
here and in the world beyond."

II."Abortion Forces Opposed at 
POPULATION Conference" 
Second in Series

. 1965, at the Belgrade
W o r l d  P o p u l a t i o n  C o n -
ference, abortion was a side 
issue. This writer recalls at that 
con fe rence ,  t ha t  P l anned  
Parenthood was showing a 
S w e d i s h  h o w - t o - d o - a n -
abo r t i on  f i lm  ou t s ide  the  
r egu l a r l y  s c hed u l ed  con -
ference program.

. . . In the years between 
Belgrade and Bucharest, the 
pro-abortion forces have had 
many victories and they have 
witnessed the legalization of 
abo r t i on  i n  many  nat i on s  
including Britain and the U.S.

.  .  .  A t  the  Wor ld  Con-
f e r e n c e  i n  B u c h a r e s t ,  
however, opposition from the 
Th i rd  Wor ld  count r i es  and 
the moral force of the Holy 
S e e  f o r c e d  t h e  p r o -
abortionists to go home less 
satisfied.

. ..During the two weeks of 
Tribune debates, one day was 
set aside to discuss abortion in 
the main hall. The panelists 
were,  wi th  one except ion,  
pro-abortionists — hence the

formal protest by the U.S. 
Coalition for Life delegation, 
as well as individual vocal 
protes ts  a t  smal ler  panel  
meetings by Professor Rice 
and Dr. Ratner.

. . . The U.S.C.L. sponsored 
the main pro-life literature 
d istr ibution center  at  the 
T r i b u ne .  Th e  Co a l i t i o n ' s  
booth was f lanked on one 
side by a pro-abortion exhibit 
from Italy and on the other by 
a similar display from the U.S. 
b y  a  N a t i o n a l  W o m e n ' s  
Health Coalition of New York, 
a group advancing "quick" 
and "simple" abortions per-
formed outside the hospital 
setting . .

III."Food, Population Questions 
Stir Debate at Bucharest" 
0.4.74 Third in Series

. . . Those who see efforts to 
put more food on the tables 
of the poor throughout the 
world as a "race" between the 
s t o r k  and  t he  p low  we re  
encouraged at the Bucharest 
c o n f e r e n c e  t o  p u t  t h e i r  
money on the stork.

... But critics ... complain-
e d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  
engineered to present only 
the pessimistic view of the 
ability of the human race to 
feed itself . . . a view con-
ducive to population control 
propaganda.

. . . A gynecologist from 
Kenya,  Dr.  Yasuf  A l l  E raj  
stated "abortion is repugnant 
to the whole African Conti-
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nent — it has no human value 
and it is murder in the minds 
of the people."

A Moslem, he suggested 
that the practice of abortion 
wil l "boomerang" and "wil l  
kill more people in the upper 
class in New York than it will 
in Africa."

"Food, Population Questions 
Stir Debate in Bucharest"

B u t  t h e  m o s t  v i s i b l e  
spokesman for those whosaw 
l i tt le hope for mankind to 
produce enough food unless 
population control programs 
becam e  w i d esp re ad  wa s  
Lester R. Brown . , . author of 
" In the Human Interest" ,  
distributed free at Bucharest. 
The book is co-sponsored by 
the Overseas Development 
Council and the Aspen In-
stitute for Humanistic Studies 
. . . (Editor's note — Lester 
Brown is a board member of 
Zero Populat ion Growth.) 
The author, Brown, uses such 
f a m i l i a r  p h r a s e s  a s  " a  
woman's right to abort an 
unplanned fetus" . .

Brown's charge that World 
food reserves were down to a

27-day supply was challenged 
by Frances Frech.

W. "Women in Prominent Role at 
UN Population Parley" 
10111/74 Last in Series

.  .  .  Wh i l e  some o f  the  
Bucharest spotlight focused 
on  such  women as  Be t ty  
Friedan (whose all-day ses-
sion on women's rights at-
tracted only  a handfu l  o f  
participants) some of the most 
e f f e c t i ve  p ar t i c i p an t s  a t
Bucha re s t  i nc luded  such  
women as Chief, Mrs. T.A. 
Manuwa of Nigeria, Frances 
Frech of Kansas City, Missouri 
a n d  D r .  M a r i e  M .  
Mascarenhas of Bangalore, 
India.

Chief Manuwa was a cham-
p i o n  o f  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  
motherhood and the value of 
strong families ...

M r s .  F r e c h  ( a s  a  n o n -
Catholic) expressed agree-
ment with the teachings of 
the Church on contraception 
and abortion.

Dr. Mascarenhas was an 
articulate spokesman for

natural family planning in 
India .

One of the most famous of 
Latin America's priests, Father 
P e d r o  R i c h a r d s  o f  
Montevideo, Uruguay was a 
representative on the Coali-
tion team ... an Argentinian, 
he founded and developed 
the Christian Family Move-
m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  S o u t h  
America.

At Bucharest, his eloquent 
address, "A Plea for Latin 
Amer i c a " ,  w as  a  c a l l  f o r  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  u n -
crowded continent with rich, 
un t apped  r e so u r c e s .  He  
scored U.S.A.I.D. programs in 
Latin America for what he 
believes is an unwarranted 
intrusion into the population 
field and a neglect of true 
development .. .

One  o f  the  outs tand ing 
membe r s  o f  t he  p r o - l i f e  
group was a New Zealand 
gyneco log ist ,  Dr.  Pat r i ck  
Dunn, of the Coalition team, 
who was described as a leader 
"with a charismatic:personali-
t y "  b y  a  c o l l e a g u e  a t  
Bucharest.

WE APPEAL to participants in the 
1974 World Population Conference 
and Tribune to give highest priority 
to the support and encouragement 
of public and private international 
programs for the banishment of 
hunger.

WE HAD HOPED that this Con-
f e r e n c e  i n  B u c h a r e s t  a nd  t h e  
f o r t h com ing  Wo r l d  Fo od  C on-
fe rence  in  Rome would  be  he ld  
simultaneously and concurrently. 
That hope has not been realized, 
perhaps making it more difficult for a 
balanced view of the problems that 
beset mankind to emerge.

Food-population "race,"global 
shortages, food crises, world 
hunger, famine, starvation.

THESE are famil iar  words and 
phrases from the lexicon of those 
who are concerned about the world 
population problem. They appear 
repeatedly both in reasonable and 
responsible assessments of the grave 
f o od  p r ob l ems  tha t  p e r en ia l l y  
challenge our ingenuity and sense of 
justice and compassion and in the 
popular literature on population that 
all too often seems to exploit the 
p rob l em o f  hunge r  i n  o rde r  to  
p r omo te  p a r t i c u l a r  i d eo l og i e s  
associated with population control.

CENTRAL to the problem of pop-
ulation is not simply growth, but the 
ab i l i t y  to  accommodate  growth 
within the potential resources and 
productive capacity of our planet.

The Food Question
There is a tendency among many of 
those concerned about growth to 
give preponderant concentration to 
its curtailment, often to the detri-
ment of development. Neglect of the 
cha l l enges  o f  t he  f undamen ta l  
problem of food production for the 
hungry in a world of magnificent 
scienti f i c:  and technolog ical  ad-
v an c e s  a n d  p r o m i s e  m u s t  n o t  
become the monumental "copout" 
of our times.

IT MUST be said that although the 
"population movement" has placed 
stress on the threat of starvation, it 
has to a significant degree isolated 
itself from a parallel movement to 
attack hunger.

THE TWO international assemblies 
on population and food this year will 
have little more than superficial ties, 
if the history of such conferences in 
the past suggests a pattern for the 
present. Indeed, past discussions of 
population and development often 
have ref lected widely  d ivergent  
approaches and philosophies, rather 
than a desire for an integrated ap-
proach.

THIS is  par t l y  exempl i f i ed  by 
contrasting often-repeated remarks 
of two influential American leaders 
in the 1960's. One, speaking at the 
20th anniversary observance of the 
United Nations in 1965, declared: 
"Let us act on the fact that less than 
five dollars invested in population 
control is worth a hundred dollars

invested in economic . growth." The 
other, addressing the World Food 
congress in 1963, stated: "The real 
goal . . . must be to produce more 
food in the nations that need it .  
We need to transmit all that we know 
of farm technology to the ends of the 
earth, to overcome the barriers of 
ignorance and suspicion. The key to 
a  p ermanent  so l u t i o n  t o  wor ld  
hunger is the transfer of technology 
which we now have to food-deficit 
nations, and that task (is) second to 
none."

THE FAO Food Conferences o f  
1963 and 1970 and the UN Population 
Conference of 1965 appealed to 
d i f fe rent  g roups  o f  spec ia l i s t s .  
De;,pite announced nopes that such 
international forums would be inter-
disciplinary, they resulted in minimal 
dialogue between food and popula-
t ion groups,  Indeed,  some par-
ticipants held that the 1965 World 
Population Conference in Belgrade, 
the last such assembly unti l  the 
p r e e n t  d u a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  i n  
Bucharest, failed to develop a syn-
thesis that would place population 
growth in proper perspective. Few 
names listed on the roster of that 
conference ever appeared on the 
attendance rol ls of international 
forums on the fond problem. To our 
knowledge, no one has regarded the 
Belgrade assembly as a milestone in 
t he  h i s t o r y  o f  d eve l opmen t  o f  
resources for the world's hungry and 
oppressed.
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WE AGREE with that part of the 
Declaration on Food and Population 
signed by 1,500 persons from 98 
countries and presented to Secretary 
General Waldheim on April 25, 1974, 
succinctly stating: "There is only one 
cure for hunger and that is food. No 
palliatives or panacesas in the form of 
reports or resolutions can alleviate 
the pain of empty stomachs that must 
be filled."

WE PRAISE those positive asser-
tions which have appeared in some 
of the published material in prepara-
tion for the Bucharest Conference. 
We concur in statements

— affirming due respect "to the 
dignity of the family and the fun-
damental rights of individuals;"

— respecting social and cultural 
value differences;

— disavowing the substitution of 
population programs for economic 
resource development ;

— recognizing that "develop-
men t  canno t  t ake  p l ace  i n  the  
absence of individual and national 
security;"

— declaring as incompatible with 
development discrimination on the 
basis of race, sex or religion, and

— defending the just prerogatives 
of national sovereignty from invasion 
by the international community.

W E  A R E  N O T  u n m i n d f u l ,  
however ,  that  an  ava lanche  o f  
literature and proposals from groups 
and ind iv idual s  who wi l l  p lay a  
significant role in Bucharest seem to 
modi fy  or  reject  these  pos i t ive  
p r i n c i p l e s .  M u c h  o f  t h e  p r e -
conference material does not match 
warnings about the threat of famine 
with a commitment to boost food 
production. In fact, in some quarters, 
even the wisdom of achieving in-
creased output is depreciated. The 
familiar scenario is not one calling for 
an anti-hunger fight on a world scale, 
but one seeking to impose a system 
of controls that ultimately is op-
pressive of liberties and the diversity 
of values.

THE DIMINUTION in recent years 
of popular support for cooperative 
aid to less developed countries from 
economically advanced nations such 
as the United States can at least be 
p a r t l y  a s c r i b ed  t o  a s s i s t an c e  
programs that clash with the value 
systems of large segments of pop-
ulations. The quest- for enhancing 
"the quality of life" is a futile search if 
i t seeks only material  comforts,  
important as they are. There is a 
transcendent eth ical  and moral 
quality of life that can be missing 
from even the most affluent levels of 
society.

WE BELIEVE these considerations 
are germane to the deliberations of 

the Bucharest conference. A decent 
respect for humanity compels us to 
work for world development within 
a framework of regard for deeply-
held national, cultural and religious 
traditions or beliefs ranging from 
v i ews  on  f o od  ac cep tance  and  
dietary restrictions to methods aim-
ed at population stabilization.

WE  P LA N  t o  subm i t  d e ta i l e d  
recommendat ions to  the Wor ld  
Food Conference in Rome.However, 
we urge that Bucharest Conference 
committees on economic and social 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
resources and environment ade-
quately reflect the urgent need for 
immediate mobilization and warfare 
against the scourge of hunger.

W E  P R O P O S E  t h a t  t h e  c on -
ference's World Plan of Action call 
for immediate response to the needs 
of the drought-stricken sub-Sahara 
region; proposals for expanded 
agricultural research — especially 
geared toward development of high 
protein plant varieties; plans for 
great l y  increased cooperat ion  
be t w e e n  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  l e s s  
developed regions, involving the 
adaptation of modern production 
and distribution techniques to food-
deficit areas; revision of economic 
and social structures which limit the 
development of peoples; and en-
couragement of the adoption by the 
forthcoming Food Conference of a 
global food reserve plan.

"Primiem Non Nocere First Do No Harm"

Herbert Ratner, M.D.
Dr. Herbert Ratner has a distinguished service record as a 

Public Health Director of Oak Park, Illinois and as the editor of 
the classic quarterly Child and Family. He is an Associate Clinical 
Professor of Family and Community Medicine, Stritch School of 
Medicine, Chicago, I l l . ,  U.S.A.

Special back issues of Child and Family on abortion, the pill, 
and natural family planning, and the myth of Sangerite spacing 
are available for $1.00 each at Box 508, Oak Park, Ill. 60303. These 
publications belong in all pro-life libraries.

Dr. Ratner is also a member of the Scienti f ic  Advisory 
Committee of the Human L i fe  Foundation, Washington,  D.C.

In  addi t ion to  par t ic ipat ing in overa l l  Coal i t ion 
activities, Dr. Ratner was extremely vocal at the various 
press meetings and panel-discussions at the Tribune on 
issues related to abortion and child and maternal health 
and health hazards.

Dr. Ratner pointed out that some medical schools 
are refusing residencies to applicants who refused to do 

abortions. He also claimed that the "highly hazardous" 
birth control pil l is "chemical warfare on the women of 
the world by social engineers and population control 
exper t s  ded ic a t ed to  the i r  ves t ed  in t er es t s .  I t  i s  
interesting to note that Dr. Ratner's issue of Child and 
F a m i l y  o n  t h e  m e d i c a l  h a z a r d s  o f  t h e  P i l l  w a s  
recommended in The Month ly  Extract  — an Irregular 
Periodical, a publication of the Feminist Gynecological 
Self  Help c l in ics of  Amer ica.
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The Public Health Aspects
of Population Growth

Serving the public health needs of 
countries, whether developed or 
developing is intrinsically indepen-
dent of population size or density. 
This is exemplified by the public 
health services of developed coun-
tries which have existed over long 
periods of time. These services are no 
different today when the population 
is greater than decades ago when 
populat ion was smal ler.  I t  i s a 
nat ion 's  commitment to  pub l i c  
health that- counts, whether it be to 
safe drinking water and clear air or 
maternal and child health services. 
Despite its affluence, high infant 
mortality has been with us for a long 
time in the United States, as well as a 
fourfold greater maternal mortality 
rate in blacks and whites.

It is equally exemplified by the 
developing countries. Their lack of 
public health services today is the 
same lack that existed when popula-
tion was half today's size, 35 or more 
years ago. Decimating the popula-
tion of developing countries here 
and now would not in itself create 
one public health facility. Unsafe, 
non-chlorinated waters would re-
main unsafe and non-chlorinated; 
maternal and infant mortality rates 
would remain the same.

The basic problem of developing 
countries relating to means (as 
against ends) are socio-economic. 
Lack o f  means,  whi ch ex i st  i n-
dependently of population size or 
density, reflecting continuing in-
differences and injustices that have 
been inflicted by the better-off on 
the poorer-off, by exploiting coun-
tries and exploiters within countries 
on the exploited. The basic evil is 
social injustice.

Public Health Defined
Here it must not be forgotten that 

the health of a country's people is 
more related to the presence or 
absence of certain basic necessities 
such as food, housing, useful work 
and factors that support and protect 
the family — the cradle and nurturer 
of physical and mental health —than 
it is to the presence or absence of 
publ ic health faci l i t ies and per-
sonnel.

Publ ic health in i tsel f  is not a 
guarantee of good health and its 
contribution is more or less in-
consequential in the face of chronic 
widespread malnutrit ion due to 
insufficient calories and protein, 
associated with widespread poverty 
and destitution. To state it otherly, 
good nutrition is more essential to 
the health of a nation's people and 
more beneficial than a surfeit of 
public health services. The same can 
be said for good mothering (which 
has been shown to be independent 
of family size. A mother, not seduced 

away from breastfeeding by western 
p romoters  o f  f o rmu la  o r  bo t t l e  
feeding, can do more to cut down 
infant mortality via better nutrition 
and natural child spacing associated 
wi th breas t feed ing than al l  the  
contributions of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, the Un-
ited Nations and other international 
bodies.

In another order of importance is 
the philosophy that governs public 
health services. Public health deser-
ving of that name must recognize 
that publ i c health is people,  in-
dividual people, not numbers and 
statistics: individual people who by 
virtue of being human beingspossess 
human dignity and human rights 
including the right to informed and 
enlightened consent to that which is 
prescribed for their persons and 
bodies. This helps to convert what is 
being done t o  them into what is  
being done f o r  them. Here it must 
r i o t  b e  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  i n  t h e  
physician-patient dialogue — in the 
confrontation of public health agent 
and patient — there is equality, even 
though at the technical and scientific 
leve l  there is  inequal i ty .  Pub l i c 
health does not have the right to 
decide unilaterally what is best for its 
public or to impose on the individual 
or to coerce him to what may be best 
for  soc i ety i n the  abs tract ,  but  
injurious to the individual in the 
concrete. With the exception of the 
control of communicable disease, 
compulsion or coercion for the so-
called greater good of society — or 
manipulat ion — is to be decried 
especially when it is accomplished at 

the expense of the individual. As a 
specific example I would cite the 
promotion of the highly hazardous 
birth control pill under the mask of 
sa fe ty ,  dece i t  and  a  r i sk  wh i ch 
purveyors of The Pill justify because 
of the so-called good of population 
control. The Pill, a powerful synthetic 
chemical,  which baff les nature's 
defenses against disease, which can 
kill and maim, which results in over 
fifty (50) metabolic deviations the 
long range significances of which we 
are ignorant, can be characterized as 
chemical warfare against the women 
of the world by social engineers and 
p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t r o l  e x p e r t s  
dedicated to their vested interests.

Mother and Child
The goal of the maternal and child 

program is the high level wellness of 
mother and child whether born or 
unborn. When the pregnant woman 
comes to a public health facil ity, 
whe ther  i t  i s  l i k ed  o r  no t ,  the  
phys ic ian has on h is  hands two  
patients to whom he is obligated. As 
Margaret Mead has observed, the 
separation of the healing profession 
from the healing-killing profession 

as represented by the sorcerer of 
primitive medicine was a tremen-
dous milestone in the history of 
civilization. She lamented that socie-
ty  i s  a lways  t ry ing  to  tu rn  the  
phys ic ian back in to  a k i l l er .  To 
recycle today's  obstetr i c ian and 
gynecologist, however, back into a 
sorcerer who for a fee will either kill 
or save the smaller of two patients, is 
hardly progress.

Nature gives a woman only one 
body. It is not a rehearsal body which 
can be turned in after the experience 
of l i fe gives her new desires and 
d i rec t ions.  For  the  woman who 
subsequently desires a baby, I think 
of the significant increase in sterility 
consequent to abortion and the use 
of The Pi l l ,  and the di f f iculty  of 
carrying a baby to term when an 
abortion has rendered the cervix 
incompetent. It is, also, not a body to 
b e  e x p e r i m e n t e d  u p o n  b y  
enthusiastic technologists or even by 
its possessor.

The goal of public health is, to 
recall an old principle of medicine, 
p r i r n u n  n o n  n o c e r e  — first do no 
harm. The poor and have-nots of the 
world have enough misery, without 
it being compounded by the misery 
of iatrogenic (i.e. physician caused) 
disease. 1 he goal of public health is 
to seek for the individual patient his 
or her's individual good as measured 
by his or her life span. It is to seek for 
the individual patient the good of 
high level wellness. so valuable in the 
pursuit of a good, full and happy 
human life. I he obligation of public 
health precludes the sacrifice of the 
individual for the so-called abstract 
higher good of society. To humanize 
the life of the individual person to 
the extent possible through the 
science and art of medicine is the 
genuine goal of public health, a goal 
which is independent of the vagaries 
of population change. The physician 
and ancillary personnel are servants 
of the patient not instruments of the 
state. In this sense the so-called 
population explosion is a false culprit 
and as such leads social engineers 
and population control experts to 
p e r ve r t  t h e  a u t he n t i c  end s  o f  
medicine and subvert anthropo-
medicine into veterinarian medicine 
which wi l l  inev i tab ly  give us an 
animal colony rather than a human 
society.
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John E. Harington, MSW, ACSW
John Har r ing ton  i s  the  fo rmer  D i rec to r  o f  the Father  

Lacombe Renewal Center in Calgary, Alberta Canada and well-
known lecturer and author on family life and marriage counsel-
ing.

Mr. Harr ington, a member of the International  Advisory 
Board to the U.S. Coalition for Life from Canada, is editor of 
Marriage and Family Newsletter, one of the f inest  month ly  
journals on all aspects of family life. For a complete listing of back 
issues, write Marriage and Family Newsletter, 1331 —15th Street, 
N.W., Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2N2 B7.

A View of Bucharest
From Behind a Pro-Life Booth

The Un i ted Nat ions  Con fe rence  
on Population for some must have 
been a resounding failure and for 
others it was extremely successful.  
F o r  t h o s e  w h o  t e n d e d  t o  v i e w  
populat ion-related problems as be-
ing solved by simplistic solutions the 
Conference must have been a major 
s e tback .  Fo r  tho se  who  saw the  
Conference as a political encounter 
with an opportunity for dialogue and 
contact the Population Conference 
was a resounding success. My overall 
impression was that the Conference 
w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a t t a c k i n g  
populat ion- re lated prob lems as  a 
very complex subject requiring many 
different and varied solutions geared 
to the needs of people at their level 
o f  deve lopment and w i th in  the i r  
local cultural context. Sovereignity 
of nations was strongly discussed. 
People want experts, not to tell them 
the solution to their problems, but 
r a t h e r  t o  s i t  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  
problems and then they can arrive at 
some mutua l  de f i n i t ions  o f  what  
must be done and how it can best be 
done .  I  f e l t  tha t  the  Popu la t i on  
Conference must have been a major 
setback to those who feel that most 
o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n - a s s o c i a t e d  
problems can be solved by a birth-
control technology approach.

On a personal level it was exciting 
to meet and talk  to peop le l iv ing 
behind the Iron Curtain and to find 
out their aspirations in life. People in 
R o m a n i a  l i v e  o n  a  m uc h  l o w e r  
s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  t h a n  we ,  a s  
W e s t e r n e r s ,  h a v e  b e c o m e  a c -
customed to. It was sometimes a very 
fr ightening exper ience to take one 
of the Conferences taxis, which had 
the right of way, as they sped through 
c r o w d e d  s t r e e t s  o v e r  w e t  a n d  
slippery cobblestones.

Perhaps my most rewarding ex-
per ience in Bucharest was f ind ing 
that many, indeed it seemed a very 
large number, of people attending 

the Conference were interested in 
Pro-life topics and also interested in 
better ing marr iage and family l i fe  
wherever they were working.

International Reaction

I spent the majority of my time in 
Bucharest behing a Pro-life literature 
table. Here I had the opportunity of 
meeting many people from all parts 
of the world. It seemed like a long 
and invo lved discuss ion on many 
varied topics from early morning to 
late at night. Generally the impres-
sion gained from meeting so many 
people was that there was a great 
thirst for knowledge and for contacts 
by people involved in marriage and 
family  l i fe  educat ion and pro- l i fe  
education at all levels. People from 
beh ind  the  I ron  Cur ta in  seemed 
most anxious for literature and con-
tacts.

On many days  members  o f  the  
P r o - l i f e  t e am  we r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
meetings and discussions from early 
in  the  morn ing unt i l  ve ry  late at  
night. It was physically impossible to 
cover all meetings and discussions 
which occurred. We did, however,  
f a r m  o u t  o u r  t a l e n t s  i n  m a n y  
different directions in order not to 
miss the more important meetings. 
Many of the team presented papers 
at various times. I presented one on 
"The Unwanted Child Syndrome is a 
Myth," which was a summary of my 
article by the same title. We felt that it 
w a s  m os t  im po r t an t  t o  p re se n t  
mate r ia ls  and to  have .  them d is -
tributed. I took over 1000 copies of 
Marriage and Family Newsletter and 
d i s t r i b u ted  them a t  t he  P ro - l i f e  
literature table. I could easily have 
distributed ten times as many copies 
as I had shipped.

Many  t imes  i t  was  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
control one's response in discussion 
and public debates and presentation. 
At one point during a panel discus-

sion on population and family plan-
n i ng  D r .  He n r y  D av i d  o f  S i l v e r  
Spring, Maryland, of Transnational 
Family Research Institute, and Dr. 
Christopher Tietze of New York were 
m e m b e r s  o f  a  p a n e l  a n d  w e r e  
extolling the virtues of abortion as a 
means of population control. A man, 
who  had  been  a  fami l y  p l ann ing  
director for twenty years in Lebanon, 
r o s e  f r o m  h i s  c h a i r  t o  a n g r i l y  
denounce what Dr.  David and Dr.  
Tietze were saying about abortion. 
He said that he knew for a fact that 
from his twenty years' of experience 
in Lebanon that abort ion was bad 
med i c ine  fo r  women and  tha t  i n  
essence they had no right to say what 
they were. This did not deter Drs. 
David and Tietze but it did seem to 
s tar t le  them fo r a few moments .  
David and Tietze spent considerable 
time in attempting to downgrade the 
Wynn report.

For sending me as a member of the 
Pro-life team to Bucharest I am most 
grateful to the U.S. Coalition for Life 
and to all those who contributed to 
defraying the expenses of the trip. It 
was good that the Pro-life team was 
the re.  1 fee l  that  we  accompl ish 
muc h  and  e xe r c i s ed  a  g re a t  i n -
f luence.  I t was truly a once- in-a-
li fetime exper ience. I wil l continue 
to keep in touch with people I met 
there.

I  would recommend that we not 
rest but that there should be a world-
wide network of Pro-life represen-
tatives set up and done immediately. 
There is a need to send other teams 
to similar meetings in other areas of 
the world. There should be a major 
Pro-life team at every international 
meeting whether the meeting con-
c e r n s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  o r  f o o d ,  o r  
women. The Pro-life message has to 
have a place in these international 
forums.
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John Linklater, M.D.
Dr. John Linklater is Honorary Secretary of the Brit ish 

Section of the World Federation of Doctors who Respect Human 
Life and medical correspondent to the British journal of opinion, 
The Spectator, 99 Gower Street London, WOE 6 AE England.

Dr. Linklater was the outstanding choice of the Society for 
the Protection of Unborn Chi ldren to attend the Bucharest 
Conference as part of the U.S. C.L. team.

Pro-Life Doctors in Action

A member of 'the Pro-Life Militant' group, Dr. 
Linklater made no bones about the preferential 
treatment given the abortionists at Bucharest. "Lip 
service is given to the idea of allowing an equal voice at 
the Tribune — but some voices are pre-determined to 
be more equal than others," he said.

At the crowded pro-life press Tribune conference, 
Dr. Linklater said he envisaged the possibility of strike 
action at an administrative level within health services 
in order to resist the increasing pressure on doctors to 
perform abortions.

In support of Dr. Linklater, Dr. K.F. Gunning4of 
Holland, President of the 83,000 member World 
Federation of Doctors Who Respect Human Life said 
tha t  four  app l i cants  fo r  the pro fessorsh ip  o f  
gynaecology at the University of Rotterdam had 
refused to declare their willingness to perform any 
abortion recommended by the Department of Psy-
chiatry, and that post had gone to a fifth applicant who 
had been willing thus to subordinate himself.

Dr. Gunning lamented the fact that there was no 
mention at the Conference of moderating sexual 

behavior and rejected the assumption "that we shall 
give people the right to decide, in collaboration with a 
physician who is to live and who is to die."

The joint press conference panel it out at the 
fallacy of slogans seen at the Tribune such as 'Keep 
Abortion Safe and Legal'. Dr. Paul Marx noted for 
example that midwives in Latin America told him that 
legalized abortion would bring about a tremendous 
escalation in the number of abortions, and that where 
prohibitions were el iminated abortion would be 
merely another method of birth control.

The British and Dutch panel members said their 
chances of influencing the amendments to the World 
Plan had been eliminated by the absence of sym-
pathizers on the official delegations. An American said 
similarly, 'So far as I can find out there is not a single 
pro-life person on the U.S. delegation.'

4 See "Scientific Bases for Population Policy", a commentary on the 
Draft World Plan of Action by Dr. K.F. Gunning. President of the 
World Federation. Copies available for $1.00 from Netherlands 
'\rtsenverbond, Postbus 352, Leiden. Netherlands.

"Every Granny a Wanted Granny"

by John Linklater, M.D.

(Reprinted with permission of The Spectator)

There is at present no provision 
under the NHS for gas chambers to 
p rov ide  a  f i na l  so lu t i on  to  the  
p r ob l em o f  a  f a l l i ng  b i r t h ra t e  
coupled with a rising proportion of 
elderly citizens. Indeed, many will 
feel that it is unrealistic to think 
about gas chambers in Britain today, 
but that is because they do not 
realize how far we have drifted in 
twenty-five years. Aneurin Bevan did 
not make provision for separate NHS 
abortion chambers (or abortion 
clinics, as we prefer to call them). The 
present demand for  a separate  
abortion service was surely beyond 

the wildest stretches of his imagina-
tion — as was, no doubt, the concept 
of a publicly advertised series of 
British abortion package tours. Yet 
these things are with us now. The 
most heinous medical crime in 1964 
has become the most common single 
c a u s e  o f  a d m i s s i o n  t o  a  
gynaecological ward in 1974. Are we, 
then, quite so sure that there will be 
no gas chambers by 1984?

Anybody who has personal ex-
perience of looking after mongol 
chi ldren wi l l  know that they are 
happy, friendly and affectionate, and 
that they are easily pleased by a little 

personal attention. Yet these
children are now being routinely 
destroyed while still in the womb, if 
their handicap is discovered in time. 
For whose benefit are they killed? 
The thin edge of the wedge has been 
inserted. We already have a predic-
table pressure group which would go 
yet further and require that eugenic 
destruction be allowed to take place 
legal ly, but also during the first 
twenty-four hours after delivery, so 
as to eradicate all those obviously 
hand i capped  ch i l d ren  who  had  
managed to escape the abortionist.

In these, and in many other ways,
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we now demonstrate that,  as a  
nation, we have al l  but lost our 
respect for human life in turning 
from traditional Christian morality 
towards materialistic hedonism bas-
ed  on  a  ph i l o sophy  o f  amo ra l ,  
pragmatic expediency. This loss of 
respect, strikes at the very • root of 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  w e  w o u l d ,  
therefore, have expected that its 
church would have fought, tooth 
and nail, and regardless of cost, at 
least against the social clause in the 
Abortion Act of 1967. But i t had 
become soggy. Prelates who would 
previously have condemned now 
saw bo th s ides  o f  the  abor t i on 
argument. The church chickened at 
the critical point.

Morality vs Legality
It is very doubtful if we can ever 

again rely on the hierarchy of the 
established church to point the way 
when we f ind ourselves in moral 
doubt, if we have to face the f a i t  
ac c o mp l i  of an Euthanasia Act. 
The established church has, in fact, 
created in the course of 400 years 
s u c h  a  s m o o t h  a m a l g a m  o f  
ecclesiastical and secular law that 
many people have come to confuse 
moral i ty  wi th legal i ty ,  and now 
forget that moral i ty  ex ists as a 
separate entity. This is the weakness 
o f  our  trad i t ional  strength as a  
constitutional monarchy, and ex-
plains why so many decent citizens 
who. ten years ago, accepted that 
abortion for reasons of convenience 
was a crime against humanity, have 
now come to modify their views. 
They have accepted parliamentary 
statute as a moral arbiter.

This was why an extremist pressure 
group of perhaps one or two thou-
sand abortion law reformists could, 
in the end, change the very mores of 
a nation which had lost its anchors 
and which was passing through its 
turbulent and rebellious phase of 
collective adolescence. We should 
not be too complacent that the same 
Process cannot take place again 
under pressure from the Euthanasia 
Society and the humanist groups. We 
h a v e  n o w  b e c o m e  s o m e w h a t  
hardened to the concept of taking an 
innocent human life, provided that 
certain conditions are fulfilled, and 
the humanists do, after all, have a 
controlling voice in the most power-
ful propaganda weapon of all time, 
the te lev is ion screen.  We have  
become morally numb.

When brought face to face with 
their atrocities committed before 
and during the 1939-45 war, the 
Germans blamed Adolf Hitler. but he 
had merely been the mouthpiece 
and catalyst, personifying the mass 
hysteria that was sweeping through 
Germany before he seized power. 
The concept o f  " re leas ing l i ves  
devoid of value" had originally been 
published by Karl Binding and Alfred 
Hoche in 1920 when Hitler was an 
unemployed nonentity, and German 
doctors had already, spontaneously, 

begun to ki l l  mental ly defective 
geriatric and paediatric patients well 
before the Nazi coup. At first they 
felt it necessary to destroy mentally 
handicapped children only if they 
were under the age of three but, as 
soon as the principle was f irmly 
established, the age limit was raised 
to eighteen.

German doctors were not ordered 
to kill their patients. They did so 
spontaneously. They killed, further-
more, with the tacit connivance of 
the population at large, thinly dis-
guising the enormity of their crime 
by the widespread use o f  wel l -
u n d e r s t o o d  e u p h e m i s m s  l i k e  
"voluntary mercy death," and "help 
for the dying." One common phrase 
in Germany, before the war, was the 
"prob lem of  use less  mouths to  
feed." Equally common was that 
meaning less concept,  hav ing a  
superf i c i a l  appearance of  good 
sense, "the right to die." They called 
it voluntary, and so it was — at first.

The German church, l ike ours, 
took an ineffective and desultory 
stand on behalf of the concept of the 
sanctity of life, and eventually corn-
p rom ised.  The  main  d i f f e rence  
between the two situations is that the 
Germans were burning with intense 
patriotism and preparing to seize 
their " living space" by waging savage 
war. They therefore first slew those 
whose presence would be an en-
cumbrance in the war effort. We, 
however, are burning with intense 
hedonism and quite incapable, at 
present, of preparing for any exter-
nal war. We are therefore likely to 
relieve our sense of overcrowding by 
slaying those whose presence in-
terferes without comfort or pleasure 
or sexual gratification.

Perhaps this is why we did not find 
it risibly ludicrous when six bishops 
arid an archbishop all signed their 
names to a statement on a piece of 
paper wi th the letterhead of  an 
organisation that sells condoms, 
exhorting us to pray for a reduction 
in population in the very year in 
which the national birthrate had 
fallen to the lowest ever recorded 
level of 13.7 births per 1,000 of 
popula t i on .  'Popula t i on  Count-
down' was the express ion of  an 
overcrowding hysteria, unrelated to 
logic or to demographic common 
sense.

The Abortion Racket
Perhaps this is why, when Michael 

L i t c h f i e l d  and  Su e  K en t i s h  s o  
bri l l iantly exposed in March the 
gross abuses and breathtaking greed 
of the abortion racket as it goes on in 
some of the most expensive abortion 
chambers, justice has not yet been 
seen to be done: in a sense we are all 
tacitly conniving.

The facts must be widely known. If 
there were no massive connivance, 
we could not tolerate the existence 
of an advisory service in which girls 
are virtually always advised to pay for 
an abortion, often when they are not 

even pregnant, in which they are 
then escorted to their banks to get 
the cash, and finally operated on, all 
within the spac:e of a few hours. Why 
do we not rise up in anger against the 
doctor of an abortion chamber who 
fiddles the gestation dates so as to 
make a mockery even of the grudg-
ing twenty-six weeks safeguard to 
which the unborn child is entitled? 
That man ki l ls legal ly protected 
human life for financial gain, and we 
seem to tolerate it.

It may' be that we fail to grasp the 
atrocity that he perpetrates because 
we see it subjectively, at least as 
human beings. I wonder what we 
would  think, in  our hearts.  o f a  
species of lower mammals, such as 
a p e s ,  w h i c h  h ad  d e v e l o p e d  a  
relatively safe technique for skewer-
ing the l iv ing young out of their 
bellies, in pathetic, bloody shreds, 
sometimes two or three times in a 
season, so that they could get on with 
their main business of random, non-
reproductive copulation, usual ly 
with their own species and, mostly, 
with the opposite sex? How would 
we rate their chances of survival? 
Would we approve of them as pets, 
o r  wou ld  we ,  mo re  l i k e l y ,  un -
an imous ly  ag ree that  they  had 
thoroughly nasty habits?

The human race stands in danger. 
Abortion statutes, throughout the 
wor ld ,  have  swep t  as ide  s t r i c t  
adherence to the Hippocratic prin-
ciples often, as in Britain, taking the 
medical profession by surprise. it is 
rarely feasible to set the clock back, 
but we must at least now ensure that 
we are not swept on, blindly, into 
further  disaster.  Next month at  
Bucharest, for example, the United 
Nat i ons  Wor ld  Popula t i on Con-
ference will be discussing population 
control policy. Euthanasia and child 
destruction are likely to be actively 
lobbied.

It is essential for the entire medical 
profession urgently to proclaim 
individual, personal adherence to 
some p rac t i ca l  and  accep tab le  
modern  al te rnat ive  to  the  H ip-
pocratic: oath. Such an alternative is 
the Declaration of Geneva. 1948. If 
this is not done, and seen to be done, 
d o c t o r s  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  f i n d  
themselves wielding the deadly, 
modern, sophisticated drugs and 
instruments of their trade at the 
behest of political pressure groups to 
alleviate whatsoever ad hoc, real or 
imaginary, social, economic, eugenic 
or emotional stresses. The results 
would be unthinkable.

It was with this in mind that, largely 
on French initiative, some 200 doc-
tors from many different countries 
assembled in Holland at Noordwi-
jkershout on May 10, to analyse 
f a c tua l l y ,  w i t hou t  p o l i t i c a l  o r  
religious bias, the world-wide trends 
in population control policy which 
the medical profession is currently 
required to implement, or which it 
may be required to implement in the 
near fu ture.  Abort ion was seen
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clearly as the trigger rather than the 
target. Brainwashing, slave-labour 
chi ld destruction, genocide and 
vo lun tary  and  compu l so r y  eu-
thanasia were all brought under 
careful, dispassionate scrutiny.

Dur ing the conference a new,  
integrative organisation was found-
ed, with a highly specific aim. It was 
entitled 'World Federation of Doc-
tors who respect Human Life.' The 
challenge implicit in the title was 
intended.

The aim of the Federation was to 
integrate the numerous medical 
organisat ions and assoc iat i ons  
throughout the wor ld  that seek 
specifically to maintain the utmost 
respect for human life, to test the 
w e i g h t  o f  m e d i c a l  o p i n i o n  
throughout the world on this issue 
and thus to clari fy i t,  seeking a 
personal aff i rmation from every 
registered medical practitioner. It 
was realised that this might, at first, 
appear to cut across some existing 

channels, but the information about 
progressive intentions for Bucharest 
was so disquieting, and time so short, 
that if some such unorthodox plan 
had not been swiftly put into action, 
there might have been no means of 
organising an informed bulwark of 
med ical  op in ion  to  counter  the  
effect of predictable and mindless 
slogans such as 'better dead than 
lonely,' `the right to rel ief from 
senility,' and 'every granny a wanted 
granny.'

Rev. Michel Welters
Rev. Welters is the Exectuive Secretary of Action Familiale 

D'Hai t i  and a corresponding member of  Laissez Les Vivre  
(France) and Levensrecht (Holland). He has served as a member 
of the Presidential Commission for Censorship of Movies. Rev. 
Welters is a member of the U.S.C.L.'s International Advisory 
Board. Born in Holland, Rev. Welters came to Haiti in 1958 and 
established his family l i fe program three years later. For an 
excellent summary of the varied activities to strengthen married 
and family  l i fe ,  Rev.  Wel ters  may be contacted at :  Act ion 
Famil iale D'Haiti, P.B. 538 Archeveche, Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

October 11, 1974

`Needed — A World Coalition for Life'
I  am wr i t ing  now f rom the Nether lands .  A f te r  

Bucharest, I vis ited many countr ies inc luding Italy,  
F r an ce ,  No rway ,  Sweden ,  Denmark  and  Be lg i um ,  
making Pro-life contacts wherever I went. Yet there is 
much to do, in deepening contacts and in preaching 
about the lessons learned from the Bucharest meeting.

My modest  personal  contr ibut ions at  Bucharest 
centered on contact ing persons and organizat ions.

Fo r  examp le ,  I  had  in t er v i ews  w i th  the  Du tch  
newspaper "Telegraaf" and the radio (V.P.R.O.)

My contacts  inc luded many natura l  fami ly p lan-
n i n g  w o r k e r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a s  w e l l  a s  
representatives of the Ford Foundation and Columbia 
Un ivers i ty and of  course, many th i rd Wor ld persons 
and organizat ions.

I made many interventions at panels and meetings 
(but, most t imes 1 didn't receive a reply!)

One morning I spent hunting for a typewriter and 
mimeograph machine, so we could articulate papers of 
the Coalit ion and the Natural Family Planning workers.

Lastly, a contact with the Hait ian delegation to the 
Conference brought a promise of 2,000 thermometers 
for the f irst year for our program in Hait i .

On  o n e  h an d ,  t h e  C o a l i t i o n  an d  o u r  p r o - l i f e  
co l l eagues  had a  very  good in f luence on  the con-
ference — by i t s  par t i c ipa t ion  and in tervent ion  a t  
meetings and discussions, through its booth-book table 
in the center hall, by the pro-life press conference (and 
the Vatican press conference, too!) and by our protest 
for equal and fair representation at the Tribune which 
was published in The Planet.

On the other hand, I feel a very deep disappoint-
ment — First we didn't succeed in amending the text of 
the Wor ld  P lan o f  Ac t ion  to  d i f f e ren t ia te between 
contraception and abortion. Many people in Bucharest 
consider them the same. Thus when the text speaks 
a b o u t  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  c o u p l e s  t o  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
cont racept ion  and other  f am i ly  p lann ing methods  i t  
is understood to include abortion, and furthermore to 
leg is late in  f avor  o f  abor t ion!  Secondly,  we d idn ' t  
succeed in  push ing through a proposal  wh ich would 
have proh ib i t ed  the Un i ted  Nat ions  f rom us ing  its 
funding for abort ion research and abort ion act ivit ies.

After Bucharest, I feel the need for an internat ional  
f ederat ion  o f  p ro - l i f e  g roups  around the wor ld  to  
stimulate

— more information . . . more information . . . more 
information!

— research ,  s tud ies ,  t r ans la t ion  o f  books ,  e t c .

— the  o rgan iza t ion  o f  in ternat iona l  p ro - l i f e  con-
gresses

— the  foundat ion  o f  P ro-L i fe  groups  in the  Th ird  
World

— the co-ordination of legal studies on internat ional 
and nat iona l  l aws regu lat ing abor t ion ,  e tc .  (as the 
Internat ional  P lanned Parenthood Federat ion is  do-
ing!!!)

— Pro- l ife presentat ions at internat ional congresses 
such as the Internat ional Women's Year — 1975

Finally, I' ll soon be off to an International Congress 
of Pro-Vita in Brussels.

32



The Dutch bishops shall soon publish a new and 
better statement on abortion.

W i t h  m a n y ,  m a n y  t h a n k s  f o r  g i v i n g  m e  t h e

possibility of going to Bucharest. It's a pity that I can not 
explain my feelings in English more better. Again, thank 
you very, very much!

H. Patrick Dunn, M.D.
Dr. Dunn o f  Auck land,  New Zealand  is  the  Founder-

President of the Family Rights Association which aims to defend 
the family against the growing attack on marriage, child bearing 
and fundamental freedoms. He is also Vice President of the 
Society for the Protection of the Unborn  Chi ld.

Dr. Dunn is a practicing obstetrician-gynecologist. He holds 
the degrees of fellow of the Royal college of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists, fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons (England) 
and fel low of the Royal Australian College for Surgeons.

"Population Policies"
I was honored to represent the USCL, SPUC, FRA 

and NATFAM at the World Population Conference in 
Bucharest . . . If the U.S. Coalition for Life had not 
gathered together,  their representat ives from the 
U.S.A., UK, Canada, France, Haiti, Uruguay, India, 
Germany, Holland, Spain and New Zealand, there 
would have been no unified organization to make a 
strong pro-life statement. Thanks to them we made an 
impact which was invaluable.

The WPC was expected to launch a campaign in 
favor of population restr ict ion, abort ion and anti -
family propaganda .. .

To everyone's  surprise country af ter  country 
declared that they were not worried about overpopula-
t ion ..  .

The outstanding example of a pro-natalist policy 
was the host country, Romania . . . In his inaugural 
address, the Romanian President, Nicolae Ceaucesu 
expressed confidence that the world could easily feed 
its millions.

Up until 1966, when Romania adopted its current
population stimulation programmes, according to one 
of my Romanian doctor friends "Abortion was ki ll ing 
the country" and there were few young men left for 
industry and defense, particularly with Russia on its 
northern border. Then the abortion laws were tighten-
ed with stiff jail penalties for physicians performing 
abortions as well as positive action in support of family 
life including housing priorities for large families.

The interesting observation, which was confirmed 
by many countries, is that the high birth rate was acted 
as a stimulus on the economy, not a brake! Of course, as 
a Communist country, Romanians suffer much loss of 
personal and religious freedom and work a 48 hour 
week.  Nevertheless i t  would be possible  for  New 
Zealand to reduce abortion and help family people in a 
similar fashion.

On the other hand, Singapore has the harshest 
anti-family legislation with anti-natalist policies which 

are forcing women back to home deliveries with their 
increased maternal and baby hazards.

Among the penalties is educational discrimination 
by which fourth and subsequent children in a family 
may not enroll in a local school unless they bring proof 
that one of their parents has been ster i l ized. This 
coercion was condemned at the Conference.

I n  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  t w o  e x t r e m e s  w e r e  t h e  
numerous nations who described their people as their 
most valuable resource and who replace the "more 
mouths to feed" malthusian rhetoric with the more 
posi t ive "hands to work with".

. . As your representative, I presented a paper 
entitled "Population Optomism"based on the themes 
that people are of infinite value and they must not be 
at tacked through abort ion.  Fami l ies  deserve en-
couragement and governmental help.

Growth is an inescapable fact of life which is not to 
be feared. If a community is alive, it is growing, if it is not 
growing, it it dying. The evidence presented at 
Bucharest confirmed that the world can easily cope 
with much larger populations without disasters in the 
areas of food, power, pollution or ecology.

I involved myself with the USCL team in various 
activities, our publicity table groaned under the weight 
of propaganda, and thanks to American initiative we 
competed adequately with the tons of papers of the 
international anti-li fe organizations .. .

My general impression is that the pendulum is 
swinging back towards a healthier atti tude towards 
pregnancy and family life . . . all our organizations 
should keep up their pressures on governments to 
pursue pro-l ife policies, in society, in education, in 
family l ife and in childbearing.

I thank you all and again ... especially my principal 
sponsor, the U.S.C.L., who demonstrated that special 
American generosity which has never been equaled in 
the modern world.
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Population Optimism
In t roduc t ion:

The term population "explosion" 
is hysterical and should not be used 
in scientific circles. But it is accepted 
without question in poli tical and 
social discussions. The danger is that 
it can lead to precipitate and mis-
guided policies which wil l be dis-
astrous for individual countries and 
families.

This is particularly true of New 
Z e a l a n d  w h i c h  i s  a n  u n d e r -
populated country afflicted with a 
chronic labour shortage throughout 
the whole of its short (160 years) 
history. Yet we witness the spectacle 
of this small country (and the same 
applies to Australia) considering 
population restriction policies and 
limiting immigration. Part of the 
reason is to present a "progrec.,sive -

image to the world at large: part is  
unreasonable fear of growth. V\ hole 
countries have lost confidence in the 
future. This is the measure of the 
success of the anti-life propaganda.

The Theory :
World population is assumed to be  

g r o w i n g  a t  t he  r a t e  o f  2 i :  pe r  
annum. and if this rate keeps up 
there will be "standing room only - in 
600 years t ime. In no other scientific 
discipline would one extrapolate so 
far ahead on suc h inadequate data.

The Facts:
H o w  s u r e  c a n  w e  b e  o f  t h e  

common ly  assumed baseline, name-
ly, that there were only 250 million 
people at the time of Christ? Con-
sirlering ten major countries border-
ing  on  the  Med i ter ranean,  th i s  
assumption would allow an average 
of only 25 million in each, with the 
rest of the five continents being 
empty.

Anc ien t  T imes:

We can make some deductions 
about population in earlier millenia 
f rom archeo logy .  arch i tec ture ,  
public works and sr holar ship. For a 
culture to throw up a single genius in 
philosophy. literature or astronomy 
it would need to have a long history 
of civilization and a base population 
of, say, a million. We must therefore 
postulate a huge population to have 
produced the following stupendous 
human achievements:

In Central and South America it is 
probable that large cities developed 
and disappeared with hardly a trace. 
1 he modern  world situation in any 
individual country may not be uni-
que, and there may be no need to 
hasten its inescapable demise.

The Present Population:
The world population is assumed 

to be about 3 .5  billions, and to be 
g r o w i n g  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  p e r  
annum. As there are no available, or 
accurate, vital statistics from most of 
the  wor ld ,  inc lud ing  Ch ina  and 
Russia, these figures are nothing 

more than estimates. The re  was  a 
population spurt at the end  o f  the 
Second World War but at present not  
one  Western country has a growth 
rate of even Britain has already 
reached a stat ic  population, and if it 
were not for young immigrants its 
industry would grind to a halt. In the 
USA the family size has fallen below 
the figure of 2.1 children which has 
been preached by Zero Population 
Growth  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  the  p as t  
decade and now stands at 1.9. the 
lowest figure in history. ZPG is both a 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s  a n d  a  
biological absurdity. I f  a  person,  a  
community or a country is al ive i t is  
g row ing :  i t  i s  c ea ses  t o  grow it is 
dying. There is no steady state in 
between.  The log ic  o f  Nature i s  
inescapable.
Growth Rates:

These  depe nd  on  t h re e  f a c t o r s ,  
births, death and migration. 1 he first 
a n d  t h i r d  o t  t h e s e  c a n  e a s i l y  h e  
reduced draniatic ia l ly:  or the\ can be 
inc reased ,  bu t  w i th  some d i f t i cu lk .  
The second factor.  deaths, ref lect s  
prior birth changes only after a latent 
i n t e r v a l  of several decade. c o un-
tries with aging populations wi l l f rom 
now on experic'in incr easing death 
rates. In Rritian. for examp le ,  t he  
death rate per 1.000 in the years 1968-
72 w as: 11.8, 11.9, 11.1. 11.6. 121.

N e w  Z e a l a n d  i s  a n  u n d e r -
popu l a t ed  w h i c  I t  h a s  l a r g e l y
d e p e n d e d  o n  i m m i g t a t i o n  
th roughout the who le  of  i t s  h i story .  
Its growth rate during the years 1970-
7 }  w a s :  1 . 4 " . . .  2 . 3 ' %  
1970 was a bad economic year. which  
led to all Unprecedented emig ra t ion .  
1111MIgf ation contributed 40;, to the 
high growth rate in 1974, ref lec t ing  
the houyant economic situation, and 
d iscontent in Br i ta in.

The present world growth rate, 
even assuming 2r is by no means 
alarming if we relate it to the food 
explosion, a t  3 " , , ,  and the wealth 
(Gross National Product) explosion, 
at over
Po l lu t ion :
 A t m o s p h e r i c ' ,  i n d u s t r i a l  a n d
n u c l e a r  p o l l u t i o n  a r e  n e w  
phenomena, but they are not insolu-
b le .  The  m a i n  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  
gove rnmen t s  and  indus t ry  are un-
w i l l i ng  t o  spend  t he  money  to  
control them. No tab l e  ex a mp le s  of 
the success that can be achieved in 
this field, if it is tackled with deter-
ruination, are: the River Thames; 
London  i t s e l f ;  t he  W i l l ame t t e  R iv e r  
i n  O r e g o n ,  USA: Singapore: t h e  
G r e a t  L ak es  b e t we e n  C an ad a  an d  
U S A .  Dur ing  t he  pas t  30  years  
Shanghai has cleared up its slums; 
Calcutta, with a similar population, 
has been unable to. Thirty years ago 
Sofia and Athens were the same size;  
Sofia still has a housing shortage, but 
Athens, now three times its size, has

so lved  i t s  hous ing  p rob lem.

I n  r e s p e c t  of the worst health 
hazard. sewage disposal. all cities are 
much letter off now than they were 
with much smaller populations 100 
years ago.

Energy Resources:
We a re  c ons t an t ly  b e i ng  assu red  

that supplies of c o a l ,  p e t r o l  a n d  
m in e r a l s  w i l l  r un  o u t  by the year 
2,000 A.D., but the scientific basis for 
t h i s  p r e d i c t i o n  i s  b y  n o  m e a n s  
c onv i n c i ng .  No  m in es  deeper than 
two miles have been sunk, and the 
location of these on the surface of 
the globe shows that we have just 
been scratching t h e  s u r f a c e .  The 
exciting news during the past decade 
have been the discoveries of vast 
new deposits in the most unlikely 
places. 'There are two inexhaustible 
sources of energy which we have 
scarcely begun to use: the molten 
co re  o f  t h e  earth „Ind the sun. In 
N e w  Z e a l a n d  w e  already have a  
g eo the rma l  e l e c t r i c i t y  s t a t i o n  
producing 152 MW, which is  5" .; ' ,  of  
o ur  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  S o l a r  
ene rg y  i s  already supplying space 
craft. It needs only technical  sk i l l  to  
inc rease i ts  1.1,1' on earth.

Density:
A  high population density should 

not necessarily affect adversely the 
quality of life. In tact the reverse is 
often the case. I. ife in Monaco, who h 
has tire highest  dens i ty ,  15 .872 per  
km . ,,  i s  b y  no  m e an s  i n t o l e r a b l e :  
whereas  in  Aus t ra l i a .  w i th  a  dens i t y  
of  2 ,  i t  may be qu ite d isag reeable .  
D i ss a t i s f i ed  immigrants , ,Ornetifi les 
leave New Zea l and  (dens i t y  11 )  r o  
re turn  to  the supposed ly  over-
crowded cities of Britain (density 2291 
or the Nether lands (326) because 
they find the lite there more exc i t ing  
and  reward ing .

Popu l a t i on  Dynam i cs :
Ab so l u t e  f i g u r e s  do m i na t e  po p -

ulation discussions. But we must also 
c ons i d e r  t he  age  s t ru c t u re  o f  t he  
popu l a t i o n  becaus e  i t  i s  changing 
inexorably year after year. It is easy to 
reduce births in  a dramat ic  fashion, 
abortion being the most effective 
and ruthless way of doing so, but the 
repercussions of this reduction will 
be felt for the next 70 years. The post-
war baby "cr isis" has already passed 
into history. As the population ages a 
progressive increase in death rates is 
inevitable. Looking into the future, 
obstetrics will become uneconomic: 
the best growth industry wi l l be 
funeral directing!

The apocalyptic enemies which in 
the past depleted populations —
war, famine and disease — are by no 
means conquered, At any time they 
may  again sweep across the face of 
the earth arid destroy not only lives 
but also many demographic theories.
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Population Reduction:
During the past  decade or two the 

need for  drast ic  reduct ion of  popula-
t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  u n -
ques t ionab ly  by  many  gove rnments .  
An atmosphere of  hyster ia has been 
created which is inimical to objective 
scientif ic -  assessment of the situation, 
and this has led to precipitate action. 
Take, for  example, the famous book 
t i t l ed :  "The  P opu l a t i on  B o mb"  b y
Pau l  Eh r l i c h ;  T he  L im i t s  to  G row th"  
b y  T h e  C l u b  o f  R o m e ;  " O n l y  O n e  
Ea r t h .  C a r e  and  Ma i n t en a nc e  o f  a  
Sma l l  P lanet "  by  Barbara  Ward and 
Renee Dubos. This lat ter would have 
been  more  a ccu ra t e ly  en t i t l ed  The 
E a r t h .  C a r e  a n d  M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a  
1 loge Planet '.

On  t he  o t he r  hand  we  now  see a  
s w i n g  a w a y  f r o m  d e p o p u l a t i o n  
pol ic ies.  This  is remarked on  in  the 
P re s id en t ' s  R epo r t  o f  t he  1973 An -
n u a l  R e p o r t  o f  T h e  P o p u l a t i o n  
Counc i l .  Many  c ou n t r i e s  hav e  now  
changed  over  to  s t imu la t ing  popu la -
t ion  g rowth  because the  devas tat ion 
o f  r e d u c t i o n  p o l i c i e s  h a s  b e co m e  
o b v i o u s .  T h e y  i n c l u d e :  R o m a n i a ,  
Bu lgar ia ,  Hungary ,  Czechos lovak ia ,  
France, Russ ia, Japan and Argentina.

Motivation:
T h e r e  m u s t  b e  s t r o n g  p s y -

cho log ica l  and phi losoph ical  reasons  
why so many peop le have espoused 
populat ion reduct ion.  I t s  advocates  
c ommon ly  su f f e r  f r om:

(1) Xenophobia — expressed as an 
ant ipathy to ch i ldren , to immigrants 
Or  to certa in races . The b lame for  
popu l a t i o n  p r ob l e ms  i s  p l a c ed  on  
them a lone.

(2) M i s an th ropy  —  exp re s s ed  i n  
the common sav ing "People= pol lu-
t ion ' ' ,  "Ch i ld ren  are  the  wors t  fo rm 
of pol lution". These are unsc ient if ic  
s t a t ement s .  I t  wou ld  b e  mo re  a c -
curate to state"People are associated 
w i t h  p o l l u t i o n " ,  o r  " A f f l u e n c e  i s  
assoc ia ted  w i th  po l lu t ion" .  When a  
new l i fe  i s  born in to the  world  they  
c r y  " An o t h e r  mo u t h  t o  f e ed " ,  i n -
stead of  "More hands to work w ith" .  
I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  e a c h  p e r s o n  i s  a  
dependent for the f i rst 15 years and 
t h e  l a s t  5  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
intervening 50 years he is a produc-
tive asset.
( 3 )  D e p r e s s i o n  —  e x p r e s s e d  a s  

Doomsday  pes s i m i sm and  des pa i r .  
Peop le  have l os t  c on f idence  in  the  
f u t u r e  a nd  i n  t h e i r  ab i l i t y  t o  c op e  
w i th  p resent p rob lems .

Technique of Population Control: 
Man y  a dv oc a t e  r edu c t i on  o f  p op -
ulat ion numbers but they c lose their  
eyes  as  to  the  p rac t i ca l  techn iques 
invo lved .  There  i s  on ly  o ne way  o f  
r e d u c i n g  b i r t h s  a n d  t h a t  i s  b y  a  
c o n t r a c e p t i o n  —  s t e r i l i z a t i o n -
abor t ion  package dea l .  I t  i s  imposs i-
ble to introduce one facet of the deal 
( c on t r ac ep t i on)  w i t hout  buy i ng  t he  
l o t .  I n  e f f e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  de a l  
quick ly  moves to a mass ive abor t ion
d r i v e  such  a s  we  now  see  i n  Sc an-
d inav ia ,  B r i t a in and  USA.

At f i rs t  the dea l  w i l l  be volun tary 
but later i t  wi l l  be made compulsory. 
T h e  S t a t e  i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  t o l e r a t e  
p a ren ts  c on t inu i ng  c h i l dbea r i ng  i n 
oppos i t i on  to  o f f i c ia l  po l i cy .  I t  w i l l  
employ pun it ive f isca l  and f inanc ia l  
m e a s u r e s  t o  f o r c e  c o m p l i a n c e ,  
which rea l ly  means in  poor countr ies 
that  they wi l l  s ta rve the chi ldren to 
c o e r c e  r e c a l c i t r a n t  p a r e n t s  i n t o  
s u b m i s s i o n .  T h i s  i s  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  
d o n e  i n  a t  l e a s t  o n e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  
c o u n t r y  w h e r e  f o o d  r a t i o n s  a r e  
a l l o t t e d  o n l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  
chi ldren. In S ingapore the maternity  
hosp i ta l  cha rge  to  poor  pat i en t s  i s  
t r e b l e d  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  a  s e c o n d  
baby  and  s ex tup led  f o r  a  t h i rd .  An 
inev i t ab l e ,  bu t  remote ,  co ro l l a r y  o f  
this sort of programme is euthanasia, 
which wi l l be introduced 10-20 years 
la te r  when the  inc reas ing  burden o f 
t h e  a g e d  f a l l s  o n  t h e  d i m i n i s h i n g  
numbe r  o f  y oung  wo rke r s .

Consequences of Population Con-
trol:

The  s h o r t - t e r m  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  
r e d u c i n g  n u m b e r s  o b s c u r e  t h e  
ser ious  long- term seque lae .

S imp le peop le w i l l  be den ied the 
f undamen ta l  j oy  and  f u l f i l lment  o f  
c h i l d b e a r i n g .  a n d  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  
fami ly  love  in  o ld  age.  W i thout  the  
st imulus to prov ide for the ir  fami l ies  
they  may  w i thd raw the i r  work  con-
t r i b u t i on  f r om t he commun i t y .

An ag ing populat ion wi l l lead to a 
g e m  o n t o c r a c y  w h i c h  w i l l  c a u s e  
f r u s t r a t i on  a mong  t he  y oung ,  many  
of  W hO I T 1  wi l l  emig rate to a count ry 
w i t h  b e t t e r  p r o sp e c t s .  T ho s e  wh o  
remain wi l l c reate poli t ica l instabi l ity 
and accentuate the generation gap as 
they come to realise they are lucky to 
have escaped death i n  utero.

I here wil l be a permanent labour 
s ho r t age  and  r i s i ng  c os t s .  T he  GNP 
w i l l  f a l l  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s  w i l l  
d e p r e c i a t e .  Indeed  t he  c u r r e n t  
wor ldw ide s tockmarket  co l lapse  may 
be part ly  caused by  the d imin i sh ing 
n u m b e r  o f  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  l o s s  o f  
c on f id ence  in  t he  f u tu re .

Loss of youth and stimulus wil l lead 
to a  breakdown in essent ia l  serv ices 
(medic ine, nurs ing, teaching)  and a 
defenseless country . There wi l l be a 
genet ic  and inte l l ec tual  impover ish-
m e n t  f r o m  w h i c h  i t  m a y  t a k e  a  
century  to recover .

Race suicide wil l become a reality. 
Mak ing  o f f e r s  o f  a i d  d ependent  on  
wi l l ingness to reduce the popu la t ion  
w i l l  h e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  g e n o c i d e .  
Persuad ing  a  pot ent ia l  enemy c oun-
try to espouse population control is a 
cheape r  and  more  e f f ec t i ve  way  o f  
conquer ing  he r  than  dec l a r ing  war .

A n d  t h e  m e e k  w i l l  i n h e r i t  t h e  
e a r t h .  U n j u s t  g o v e r n m e n t s  m a y  
come and go , bu t the humble fami ly  
goes  on  fo rever .

Recommendations:
Grow th  mus t  b e  a cc ep t ed  a s  an  

inescapable fact  of  l i f e.  I t  is  a good 

t h i n g ,  n o t  a n  e v i l .  W i t h ou t  g r o w t h  
l i f e  i s  not  wor th  l i v ing .  Ch i ld ren  are  
the s t imulus  for  the  ind iv idua l  fami ly  
to keep  on s t r iv ing ar id  hoping ,  and 
t h e y  a r e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  f u t u r e  
producers and consumers. Countr ies 
a f f l i c t ed  b y  pove r ty  need  l im i t a t i on  
o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  b u t  o n l y  b y  l i c i t  
m ea ns  an d  a s  a  s ho r t - t e r m  po l i c y  
while the real causes of their depriva-
t ion  are  remed ied .  In  the  long- t erm 
any  r ad ic a l  d i s t u rbance  o f  t he  age 
s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  
p roduce more  i l l s  t han  t he  p re sent  
ones.

Just ice demands that  we we lcome 
c h i l d r e n  a n d  i m m i g r a n t s  i n  
reasonab le  numbers ,  and  share  the 
riches of the world. Justice rejects the 
k i l l i ng  o f  the  i nnocen t  ( in  abor t ion)  
for the mistake purpose of benefit ing 
ad u l t s  o r  t h e  S t a t e .  I f  w e  l i v e  b y  
j u s t i c e  o u r  c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  e n j o y  
c o m m u n a l  p e a c e  —  p a x  o p u s  
just it iae.

Sta tes  shou ld  suppor t  the  p resent -
l y  neg l e c t ed  phy s i o l og i c a l  me t hod s  
o f  f a m i l y  p l a nn i n g ,  r i o t  on l y  a s  a  
hea lth projec t  bu t  a lso because they 
are  in  keep ing  w ith  the  d ign it y  and 
s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .  T h e y  
p l a c e  t h e  o n u s  f o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  
p a r e n t h o o d  e q u a l l y  o n  e a c h  
m a r r i a g e  p a r t n e r .  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
d e t r i m en t a l  t o  t he  c o ndu c t  o f  t he  
unmar r i ed ,  and  t hey  do r i o t  i nduce 
the anti- l ife state of mind that leads 
on  inev i tab ly  to  abor t ion .

The State has a duty to protect the 
comp rehens iv e  i n t eres t s  o f  fami l i es ,  
I t  ex i s t s  to  serve  i t s  c i t i zens . wh i le  
they  on ly  s econdar i l y  se rv e  i t .  Any  
g o v e r n m e n t a l  c a m p a i g n  e m e r g i n g  
f r o m  t h e  W o r l d  P o p u l a t i o n  C o n -
ference which is a imed at repressing 
f am i l i e s  and  t he i r  na tu ra l  r ig h ts  t o 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n  c h i l d b e a r i n g  
w i l l  mee t  w i t h  mas s iv e  r e s i s t an ce .  
Consc ious of the real ity of th is threat  
we  h ave  f o r med  t he  Fam i l y  R i gh t s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  w h i c h  a i m s  t o  p r o t e c t  
the inalienable rights of parents and 
c h i ld r en ,  and  to  r e s t o re  t he i r  c on-
f i d e n c e  i n  t h e i r  s u b l i m e  r o l e .  T o  
c o mb a t  t h e  ex t r e m e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
m o s t  d e f e n s e l e s s  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
f am i l y  we  have  f o rm ed  t he  Soc i e t y  
f o r  t h e  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  U n b o r n  
C h i l d .  T h e  n e e d  t o  h a v e  s u c h  a n  
organiza t ion in so many countr ies i s  
the  d i sg ra ce  o f  mode rn  c iv i l i za t ion .  
We sugges t  to other count r ies to  se t  
up  s im i la r  o rgan iza t ions  to ,mobi l i ze  
a l l  men  o f  g ood  w i l l  i n  t he i r  c om-
munit ies.

F ina l l y  we urge everyone to  have 
confidence in two factors which have 
n e v e r  f a i l e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
w o r l d  a n d  w i l l  n o t  f a i l  i n  t h e  u n -
f o r e se e ab l e  f u t u r e .  T h ey  a re :  t he  
g e n i u s  o f  m a n ,  t o  o v e r c o m e  a l l  
p r o b l e m s ;  a n d  t he  p r o v i d e n ce  o f  
God ,  t o  c are  f o r  H i s  c r ea t i on .
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Padre Pedro Richards, G.P.
Rev. Richards is the world famous Director of the Institute of 

Social Family Information in Montevideo, Uruguay and founder 
of the Christian Family Movement in Latin America. He is the 
author of the classic "Marriages In Search of God" and has 
lectured widely in the U.S. including St. John's University in 
Collegevil le,  Minnesota home of the New Human Life Center

founded by Father Paul Marx.

`Bucharest Lovers of Life vs Merchants of Death'
Thank you  fo r  your  we lcome home te legram —

God cont inue to  b less  your  work . .  .

Bucharest was a veritable battle field between the 
Lovers of Life and the Merchants of Death! Not only 
was the United Nat ions program accentuated in th is 
way,  bu t  the  who le  a tmosphere  o f  the  Popu lat ion  
Tribune radiated this dilemma. It was orchestrated so 
that the unthinking should fall prey to such a biased 
presentation of facts. Speakers of different shades and 
hues fel l  into l ine with th is Campaign Against Life.

I t  w a s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  m u c h  m o n e y  h a d  b e e n  
expended so as  to  have pressure groups intent on 
creating a climate favorably to contraception. From the 
floor, for example, would come the rowdy applause as 
their  representat ives  sent out  the ant i- l i fe message 
f r om  t h e  r o s t r um .  On  m an y  o c c as i o n s ,  t h e  on l y  
quest ions permitted were those that  bo ls tered the 
speaker's statements, primarily ant i- l ife

It  no longer serves to know that so-and-so is a 
Catholic. Too many have gone over to the other side of 
the street and, hence, cannot be relied upon. But too, 
bet ter  preparat ion is  needed and more persuas ive  
public relations must be set on foot if the tide is to be 
turned. Authority no longer carries the weight it did 
heretofore and more subtle means of communication 
must therefore be establ ished.

Though the Governments  at  Bucharest  re jected  
the init ial UN World Plan of Action, nevertheless, the 
changes that were brought about in the f inal draft  of  
the P lan lacked proper  mot ivat ion — .

Man 's  D ign i ty
The Intr ins ic values of the family
The p lace o f  Love, Woman and Ch i ld . .

The ant i - l i fe  organ izat ions wi l l  not  g ive up the 
f ight, neither shal l  wel l

Rev. Anthony Zimmerman, SVD
Rev. Zimmerman, SVD represented the pro-life view from 

Japan at the Bucharest Conference.

A  d e m o g r a p h e r ,  l e c t u r e r  a n d  a u t h o r  o f  n u m e r o u s  
publications and books including "Japan's 22nd Year Experience 
with a Liberal Abortion Law" and "How to Get 6,000 Abortions a 
Day" (see USCL repr in t  l is t ) .  He is a member  o f  t he  Japan 
Demographer's Association and the International Union for the 
Scientific Study of Population.

Born in Westphalia, Iowa, the fourth of ten children, Father 
Z immerman has prov ided much of the insp i ra t ion and the 
philosophical base upon which the U.S. Coalition for Life was 
created in September of 1972. It was therefore a great pleasure to 
have Father Zimmerman report that the Coalition-sponsored trip 
to Bucharest had rekindled the dimming pro-life l ight in Japan 
and provided a new impetus and encouragement to both himself 
and his pro-life colleagues and their fami l ies in their country.

Each of the Coalit ion delegates to the Conference observed 
the activities from a different perspective. We believe that Fr. 
Zimmerman's observations and his pastoral concern will provide 
pro-l ife people of all faiths with a spiritual uplift and make a 
su i table c losing to the Conference Notebook.
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Love for Life — A Pastoral Note
August 19-30, 1974

The main results issuing from this 
conference may be div ided into  
three areas: (1) Propaganda for 
population policies, as well as for 
development and others. (2) Plans 
for population control activities. (3) 
An increase of funds for population 
activities.

I. PROPAGANDA: As was to be 
e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d  
propaganda line concerning 
the limitation of the world's 
r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  n e e d  t o  
d e c e l e r a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  
g r ow t h  a nd  t he  adve r se  
effects of rapid population 
growth upon development 
came thru strongly. But com-
pletely opposite opinion also 
came thru with great strength. 
One observable change in the 
discussions is that, whereas 
ten years ago the prevailing 
mood seemed to be that it is 
not really possible for newly 
d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s  t o  
successfully develop their 
economies unless they have 
previously slowed down the 
rate of population growth by 
su c ce s s f u l  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  
policies; at the present con-
ference the prevail ing opi-
nion appears to be that pop-
ulation policies alone do very 
little to help, unless they are 
i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  a  w i d e r  
scheme of socio-economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t .  A s  o n e  
delegate expressed it: "The 
best contraceptive is develop-
ment." (Delegate from India, 
address as plenary session, 
August 20th.)

A p p r o p o s  i s  a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  
resolutions adopted by the Inter-
nat ional  Youth Populat ion Con-
ference which was held just before 
the World Population Conference at 
Bucharest:

"We recommend that the 
United Nations discontinue 
specific aid to family planning 
programmes in under-
developed countries and that 
these programmes should be 
supported only within the 
context of broader economic 
and social development 
programmes."

We welcome this shift of opinion 
away f rom pure ly  demographic  
policies and towards development 
policies and hope to take a position 
of more active leadership, to sieze 
the initiative, and to propose positive 
programs which are beneficial to 
family life and to the development of 
social and economic life everywhere.

II. PLANS FOR POPULATION 
ACTIVITIES:The "Draft World 
Population Plan of Action" in 
i t s  i n i t i a l  f o rm se ts  up  a  
t e n t a t i v e  g o a l  f o r
d e c e l e r a t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  
g rowth  i n  the  deve lop ing  
countries and in the world by 
1 9 8 5 .  I t  s t a t e s  t h a t  i f  
g ove rnmen t s  wh i ch  have  
population growth objectives 
—  w h e t h e r  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  
decrease, or maintain present 
ra tes  — are  success fu l  i n  
achieving their objectives, 
then the annual growth rate 
of population in the develop-
ing  count r i es  w i l l  dec l i ne 
from the present 2.4% per 
year to about 2.9% by 1985; 
and the world growth rate will 
decline from the present 2.0% 
to about 1.7% during that time 
(Par. 15). It also states that 
those countries which aim to 
achieve moderate or low rates 
of population growth should 
try to achieve low death rates 
and low birth rates (Par. 17). 
We view this suggestion with 
extremely serious concern, 
because we think that,  no 
matter what is said at the 
Conference, there will be a 
mu l t i p l i c a t i on  and  i n ten-
sification of many ill-advised 
fami ly  p lanning programs 
during the next ten years,  
emerging somehow from the 
above mentioned suggestion. 
This may be seen for example, 
in the position taken by one 
of the Delegates at a Plenary 
Session. We quote at length 
because it makes the point 
come out clearly.

We believe the Plan should 
be the commencement of 
a serious effort by both 
developed and developing 
c o u n t r i e s  t o  c o n s i d e r  
various means of arriving at 
cho sen  goa l s .  .  .  .  Fo r  
example, according to the 
UN medium p ro jec t i on ,  
the world's population will 
reach about 6.4 billion by 
2000 and over 11 billion by 
2 0 5 0 .     I f ,  h o w e v e r ,  
de legates agree at  th is 
conference and are able to 
persuade their countries to 
endeavor  to  a t t a in  the  
p r a c t i c a b l e  g o a l  o f  a  
replacement level of fer-
tility — an average of two 
children per family — by 
2000, the world's popula-
tion in that year will be 
approximately 5.9 billion .. 
. and the world total in 2050 
will be about 8.2 bil lion, 
rather than in excess of 11

billion. (Delegate from the 
United States of America, 
August 20, at Plenary Ses-
sion.)

The above mentioned delegate 
then stated that efforts can and 
should be made to increase funds to 
achieve such goals. We fully expect 
that goals will be set up in various 
countries and funds will be allocated 
to achieve them. In fact, Mr. Rafael 
Salas, who is Executive Director of 
the UN Fund for  Populat ion Ac-
tivities,  reported to the Plenary 
Session on August 20th, that $500,-
000,000 will be needed during 1974-
77 to f inance the projects to be 
funded,  inc luding the increased 
demand which wil l be l ikely as a 
result of agreement on the World 
Plan of Action. In effect, this will 
mean that thousands of people, 
during the coming decade, will be 
mak i ng  t he i r  l i v i ng  ch i e f l y  b y  
p r o m o t i n g  c o n t r a c e p t i o n  a n d  
related methods of birth control. We 
f o r e s e e  a  n u m b e r  o f  s e r i o u s  
problems arising from this situation.

The Abortion Problem:
It is well known that the practice of 

killing the unborn has suddenly and 
dramat i ca l ly  increased in many  
countries in which governments or 
private agenc ies have promoted 
contraception on a large scale. It 
appears that when higher authorities 
promote birth control, then many 
people do not distinguish carefully 
b e t w e e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  m e a n s  
emp l oyed  t o  a ch i ev e  t he  e nd ,  
whether self-control, contraception, 
sterilization, or abortion. In many, 
many countries abortion has become 
a very serious problem; an estimate 
of 50,000,000 abortions per year is 
now being ai red.  I t  has terr ib le 
consequences ,  no t  on ly  on  the  
health of women, on the fatal end of 
the unborn, but it also cauterizes 
consciences, destroys a sense of 
pride in personal integrity, blasts 
moral idealism, induces people to be 
skeptical about God and goodness, 
and tends to spread illicit unions. It is 
probably a major cause of religious 
l uke - w arm ne ss  and  o f  l a c k  o f  
progress in the evangelization of 
people in developing countries.

Hostility Towards Children:
It appears that intense propaganda 

to restrict births tends to overflow so 
that  peop le  somet imes  become 
indifferent or even hostile towards 
ch i ld ren who  are a l ready  born . 
Notorious, for example, is the fact 
that infants are found in baggage 
lockers of railway stations in Japan in 
increas ing numbers,  which i s  a  
convenient method of mothers to 
dispose of their children. Similarly, 
there is an increasing amount of 
retardation in the development of
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many chi ldren which can be ascr ibed 
to lack of suff ic ient interest and love 
from their parents. In an intense anti-
b i rth  s i tuat ion , mothers do not take  
the  necessary  p r ide  in  lov ing  the i r  
c h i l d r en  and  r em a in i ng  a t  h om e  t o  
do  s o ,  r a t he r  t han  t ak i ng  ou t s i d e  
emp loymen t .

Uncertainty About Responsibilities:
A t  t h e  B u c h a r e s t  C o n f e r e n c e  - a  

numbe r  o f  s peake r s  a re  m ak i n g  a  
po i n t  o f  a  s uppos ed  ob l i g a t i on  t o  
re f r a in  f rom bear ing  ch i ld ren  a s  a  
c on t r ib u t i on  t o  t he  c ommon  good ;  
t h a t  i s ,  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d  f e e l  t h e  
ob l iga t ion  not  to  bear  ch i ld ren  les t  
t hey  ove r - popu l a t e  t he  n a t i on  and  
t he  wo r ld ;  and  nat i on s  shou l d  un -
de r t ake  b i r t h  c on t r o l  p rog ra ms  ou t  
of  cons iderat ion of  g lobal  needs and 
t he  we l f a r e  o f  a l l  mank i nd .  We  do  
not  suppor t  th i s ,  o f  course ,  bu t  we 
have  become  pa i n fu l l y  awa re  tha t  
m a n y ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  C a t h o l i c s ,  
even at this conference, assent to this 
theory .  We fear  that  many fami l i es  
may  be  i n f l u enc ed  b y  t h i s  t h e o ry ,  
may even feel qualms of consc ience 
a b o u t  b e a r i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  o r  
three chi ldren, or may conc lude that  
they are permit ted to employ i l l i c i t  
methods of b irth contro l in order to 
ach ieve a so-cal led good end . This  i s  
a  pas tora l  p rob lem.  C lea r ly  we need  
to restore confidence to parents who 
may  now be con fused  and hes i tan t .

Disrepute of Large Families:
For reasons mentioned above, and 

because p ressures of  pub l ic  op in ion  
and  new l y  f o rm ed  soc i o - e cono m i c  
patterns in many countries, the large 
family has fai led into great disrepute. 
F o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  n o w ,  t h e  
Church  has  been rather  s i l ent  about  
this point , no longer stating serenely  
and  t ru ly  t he  g rea t  ad van t ages  t o  
c h i l d r e n  a n d  t o  p a r e n t s  o f  a  
numerous and well-educated family .  
Somet imes  parents  o f  such  fam i l i es  
f ee l  i s o l a t ed  f r om t he i r  ne ighbo r s ,  
and rejected by their nation, so much 
t ha t  t hey  f a l l  i n t o  a  s t a t e  o f  p s y -
cho log ica l  in fer ior i t y  sent iments  and  
o f  hope l e s snes s ;  i t  i s  k nown  t ha t  
s ome  pa ren t s  ev en  dec i d e  t o  m ake  
a n  e n d  o f  i t  a l l  b y  k i l l i n g  a l l  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e n  t h e m s e l v e s .  
Wou ld  i t  no t  b e  he l p f u l  i f  we  show 
our  h igh  regard  fo r  la rge  f am i l i es ,  
those sources of many vocations and 
saints, by public words of encourage-
ment ,  and perhaps by spec ia l  at ten-
t i o n  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  S a c r e d  
Liturgy. If large families would f ind a 
welcome at least among their fe l low 
be l iev er s ,  and  i f  a  ghe t to  sp i r i t  o f  
w e l c o m e  t o  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s  w o u l d  
become a strong characterist ic of  the 
P r o - l i f e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e n  s u c h  
fami l ies could more easi ly face with 
e q u a n i m i t y  t h e  h o s t i l e  w o r l d  i n  
wh ich  they  f ind  themse lves .

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  i t  w a s  i n -
te res t ing  t o  not e  tha t  a  member  o f  
the Romanian nat iona l i ty  intervened  
at  one point  in the d iscuss ions  here,  
t o  s t a t e  t h a t  h i s  g ove rnm en t  now  
g ives  spec ia l  he lp fo r  and recogni

t ion to large famil ies.  A fami ly l iv ing 
next door to h im has 12 chi ldren, and 
i s  h a p p y  w i t h  a  l a r g e  h o u s e  a n d  
var ious benef i ts .

On e  o f  t he  p ap e r s  p r e se n t e d  a t  
B u c h a r e s t  s h o w e d  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
natural  fami ly  p lanning enjoys h igh 
acceptab il i ty among groups in Ind ia 
w h e r e  i t  i s  b e i n g  u s e d ,  b e i n g  i n  
c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e i r  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  
and  even  cus toms o f  se l f - res t ra in t .  
T he au tho r  c onc l udes  —

The contemporary  popu la r i t y  o f  
the  pharmaceut i ca l  approach  o f  
the solut ion of  human prob lems 
shou ld  not  obscure  the  rea l i za -
t ion that  per iod abst inence may  
l end  i t s e l f  ea s i l y  and  i nexpen-
s i v e l y  t o  c o n c e p t i o n  c o n t r o l ;  
that it  can be appl ied on a mass 
scale, here and now; and that its 
m o d e  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  
s en s ib i l i t i es  o f  o the r  c ount r i e s  
a n d  c u l t u r e s .  ( D r .  H e r b e r t  
Ratner,  USA, in  paper  "Rhythm: 
Popu l a t i on  R egu l a t i on" ) .

Sex Education:
Even now some government spon-

sored birth contro l programs include 
exp l i c i t  i n s t r u c t i on s  on  c on t r a c ep -
t ion to be g iven in schoo ls ;  we fear  
t h a t  s u c h  i l l - c o n s i d e r e d  s e x -
ins t ruc t ions  w i l l  mu l t ip ly  and  inten-
s i f y  w i t h  t he  in c reased  f und i ng  o f  
f am i l y  p l ann i ng  p rog rams .  We  f ee l  
that this should become a problem of 
spec ia l  pastora l  care  and concern.

Health and Welfare Programs: 
There is  a great tendency to l ink up  
f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  
g o v e r n m e n t  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  
p r o g r a m s .  A s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  t h e  
p romo t e r s  o f  c on t r a c ep t i on  u s e  a  
capt ive and dependent audience to  
i m p o s e  t h e i r  p r o g r a m ;  p r e g n a n t  
mothers who come for consu lta t ion  
inev i t ab ly  a re  g reet ed  by  a fami ly  
p lanne r ;  mother s  who bear  ch i ld ren  
in hospitals are visited by those who 
adv ise insert ion of  an Int ra-uter ine  
dev ice,  o r the p i l l ,  o r s te r i l izat ion.  
We l f a re  r ec ip i en ts  a re  g iv en  adv ice  
on  con t r acep t i on  by  the  s ame per -
sons who g ive them economic re l ief .  
We need to  ass is t  and in tervene to  
min imize  such  abuses .

Age at Marriage:
The  "D ra f t  Wo r l d  P opu l a t i on  P l an  

o f  A c t i o n "  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t ,  i n  
o rde r  t o  p romote  the  we l l - b e i ng  o f  
t he  f am i l y  and  i t s  m embe r s ,  l aws  
concerning age at  marr iage,, among 
o t h e r s ,  s h o u l d  b e  r e v i e w e d  
per iod ica l l y  (3713) ;  inc red ib ly ,  the  
D ra f t  exp l a in s  the  mean ing  ea r l i e r  
when it appears to suggest that  i t is  
a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a i m  f o r  " T h e  e s -
tab l ishment of  an appropr iate lower  
l im it  fo r age at  marr iage"  (30f) .  We 
are of the op inion that i t is more in 
harmony with the welfare of  fami l ies 
t ha t  v a r i ou s  measu re s  b e  t ak en  t o  
raise the average age at  marriage in 
m a n y  n a t i o n s ;  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  
nat ions where the rural subs istence 
pat te rns of  l i fe a re y ie ld ing to the 
monthly wage system and where the 

extended family is giv ing way to the 
nuc l ea r  and  s epa r a t ed  f a m i l y ;  bu t  
a l s o  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  
nat ions where d ivorce i s  assoc iated  
with too young an age a t  marr iage.  
One  s i d e  e f f e c t  o f  a  mo re  s u i t ab l e  
age at  marr iage wou ld be  a  shorter  
s p a n  o f  y e a r s  o f  e x p o s u r e  t o  
p r e g n a n c y ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  a  l o w e r  
birth rate.

Generous Parenthood:
The  ob se r v a t i o n  w as  m ad e  t h a t  

w h e n  t h e  w o r d  " r e s p o n s i b l e  
p a ren th ood "  i s  u s ed ,  ev en  b y  t he  
C h u r c h ,  t h e  i m p l i e d  m e a n i n g  i s  
parenthood w ith only  a few b ir ths;  i f  
it is true, as seems to be the case, that 
custom has g iven  th is  impl icat ion to  
use of the term, then perhaps we wil l 
f i n d  i t  o p p o r t u n e  t o  r e f r a i n  f r o m  
f u r t h e r  u s e  o f  t h e  p h r a s e  a n d  t o  
emp loy  an o the r  i n s t e ad .  ( Ed i t o r ' s  
no t e :  p e rh ap s  t h e  t e r m  G en e r ou s  
Parenthood  as  opposed  to  Sanger i te  
o r  P l anned  Pa renthood . )

A Personal Note:
I  t h a n k  t h e  C o a l i t i o n  a n d  M r s .  

Engel  who ja rred  me loose f rom my 
inactivity in regard to population, by 
packing me off to Bucharest where I 
cou l d  mee t  a l l  t ho s e  n i c e  m emb er s  
o f  the  Coa l i t ion .

F r o m  B u c h a r e s t ,  m y  o l d  f r i e n d  
Father Marx worked h is way to Japan 
to  do  s ome ene rget i c  bu l ld o i ing  on  
t h e  a b o r t i o n  i c e b e r g ,  a n d  t o  
p romo t e  na t u r a l  f a m i l y  p l ann i ng . . . .  
I  a m  q u i t e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  .  .  .  y o u  
obv i ou s l y  h ave  s t a r t ed  s ome t h i ng  
good  here  in  Japan .

Look ing  back  — the bes t  o f  i t  a l l  
was the way we all functioned so well 
as a team at the Conference-Tr ibune. 
The Coal i t ion p icked good people.  I  
wish to thank you for  the spark l ing 
telegram (wired to all Coalition Team 
m e mb er s  a t  t h e i r  h o me s  f o l l ow in g  
t h e  C o n f e r e n c e )  a b o u t  " M i s s i o n  
I m p o s s i b l e  A c c o m p l i s h e d ! "  W e  
d i dn ' t  do  a l l  t h a t  much ,  bu t  o the r s  
d i d ,  a n d  t h e  A n t e - B u c h a r e s t  A g e  
s h o u l d  b e  c o m i n g  t o  a n  e n d  no w ,  
with the Pos t-Bucharest  Age tak ing  
over.
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"Birth Control
for Rats and Other Non-Humans"

Special Report from
Rome Mirk] Food Conference

Dr. Reginald Gallop
In  November 5-16, 1974 Pro fessor  Gal lop  o f  the Food 

Science Department  o f the Univers i ty  of  Manitoba,  world  
reknown agronomist attended the World Food Conference in 
Rome as a representative of MAP, Inc. and a member of the 
International Advisory Board of the U.S. Coalition for Life.

George B a rm a n n ,  t h e  fo u n d e r  of More A g r i c u l t u ra l  
Production, suffered a heart attack shortly after his return from 
the Bucharest World Population Conference and was unable to 
accompany Dr. Gallop to the Food Conference.

Fortunately, Dr. Gallop is quite used to entering the lion's 
den and he did a magnificent single-handed job at Rome as is 
quite evident from the fol lowing report we received from him 
mid-way dur ing the Rome Conference.

His informal report we feel offers some unique insights into 
the food problem specifically and the anti-life establishment in 
general with a generous sprinkling of realistic pro-life positive 
responses to food-population issues.

Report on the
World Food Conference — Rome

At the Half-way Mark
Nov. 12, 1974

We have just passed the half-way 
mark, and it seems that we can still he 
hopeful that the Conference wil l 
sufficiently stir up our leaders and 
people to make the urgent com-
mi tments  o f  themse lves ,  the i r  
m o n e y ,  t h e i r  f o o d  a n d  o t h e r  
mater i a ls ,  the i r  t ime and the i r  

prayers. These commitments must be 
made soon, if the present human 
tragedies, particularly in Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Sahelia, Ethiopia, and 
elsewhere, are to be reduced ap-
preciably on the short term, and 
almost avoided, on the long-term.

A former Minister of Agriculture 
from Bangladesh, gave a Press Con-
ference today, before return ing 
home, almost in despair, tomorrow. 
He will do what he can in distributing 
what food is left now there, with 
inadequate relief stocks on the way 
from overseas, to the millions who 
are almost, or actually starving now. 
He claimed that about 100,000 have 
died there during the last 6 weeks, 
since the Floods devastated their 
farms and homes, in the Delta, a very 
ferti le region (3 crops per year 
normally, high yielding rice, enough 

to supply 75% plus of the needs of 
their 95 Million population, on an 
area which is quite small and un-
protected against natural disasters as 
yet.) They currently have a short-fall 
of 2.3 Million tons, half of which is 
not yet in sight from anywhere, yet 
urgently needed during the next few 
weeks and months, if another million 
are not to die, with grave possibilities 
f o r  P e s t i l en ce  t he r e  and  even
overseas. The most tragic cases are 
the poor peop le,  especia l ly  the 
young, who are already too weak to 
avail themselves of the available 
food, poor as it may he.

This horror story can be repeated 
i n  t he  o ther  l ands  men t i oned .  
Perhaps to lesser degrees, depen-
ding upon the time and place. Even if 
one al lows a normal marg in for 
exaggeration by a politician, who 
seems very sincere, it is still a terrible 
t ragedy  o f  immense  su f fe r i ng ,  
anguish and despair, We must soften 
the hardened hearts and listless ears 
o f  our  people,  in  whom the im-
mediate remedy must be found, of 
supplying the essential means — as 
food or cash — in a very fast effective 

way. This includes delivery promptly 
to the sites where needed. Only USA, 
Canada, Australia, Argentina and 
Europe have the wheat and/or rice in 
stock, which must he given to these 
poor people, if they are to be saved 
in time. Bangladesh regrets having to 
beg at this time, pointing out that 
they are willing to pay for it, as soon 
as they can; but they cannot get 
credit for food purchases, only for 
machinery and arms! They have 
recently been caught in a balance of 
payments squeeze, with their jute, 
etc., at low prices while food imports 
have quadrupled, as has their fuel.

The Emergency Food Aid for such 
c r ises  has  dominated  the  Con-
ference, primarily in words, rather 
than deeds,  but the "co l lection 
plate" is out in front of all countries, 
awaiting their contributions. So far 
USA, Canada, Australia, and Europe 
and countries have offered grain and 
money totalling about half of the 
10,000,000 tons needed to cover the 
next year; and others such as the 
OPEC countries are likely to put in 
some cash soon. Iran and many 
o t h e r s  h a v e  p l e d g e d  g e n e r a l
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development aid in good amounts, 
on the longer term. China and Russia 
have been eloquent in saying what is 
wrong with the West but have not yet 
put a dime on the plate.

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  i s  w a i t i n g  
hopefully on a major commitment 
f rom USA anytime,  as has been 
requested from the White House, by 
the U.S. Delegation, under strong 
p re ssur e  f rom Sena to r s  C l a rk ,  
Humphrey  and  McGovern ,  who  
made a lot of political hay today at 
their press conference. Why no reply 
has been received in four days is a 
puzzle; but perhaps there are good 
reasons for it. I hope the U.S. can 
make a more dramatic offer this  
week, in line with its long standing 
generous image as the leader in this 
field; for its own edification but also 
to shame the rest of the well-to-do 
countries here into doing more, in a 
real hurry.

It is sad but true that the U.S. is the 
popular  whipp ing boy here,  es-
pecially among the loud-mouths of 
the  le f t  o f  a l l  spec i es ,  who arc  
singularly distinguished by their own 
stinginess, ruthlessness and in-
competence. But some awkward 
questions are being asked of the 
U.S.'s critics, especially in the Press 
Conferences, by U.S. delegates and 
others. They gave India a much 
deserved gruelling, this morning. but 
did not get much except evasions 
and doubletalk, in return.

It is sickening to see all the radical 
Leftists, led by Mexico, Algeria and 
others, attacking the capitalistic 
e f f o r t s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  W e s t  a n d  
elsewhere, while covering up for the 
fact that without capitalistic money, 
t e c h n o l o g y ,  f o o d  a n d  s t a t u s -
respectability-diplomatic privileges, 
they would all sink into the mire of 
their own making. It is long overdue 
for us to start to play serious chess, 
using our aces wisely, instead of 
stupidly (e.g. as in the Soviet wheat 
deal last year.)

P lans seem to be progress ing 
satisfactorily, for the provision of 
m u c h  g r e a t e r  F o o d  A i d  f r o m  
overseas, plus stimulation of in-
d igenous production o f  pr imary 
foodstuffs, in the Third World to 
cope with expected needs during the 
next 5-10 years. Staggering tonnages 
(e.g. up to 100 million extra tons of 
grains per year) are being bandied 
about  as  impor t  need s  fo r  the  
developing countries. We can no 
doubt produce them, but how they 
cou l d  hope  t o  b e  d e l i v e r ed  o r  
distributed with reasonable care, are 
big dilemmas. How they will ever be 
paid for, is another question which 
few try to answer, except the radicals 
who say the West must "pay back its 
debts to us", whatever they may be.

The torrents of words, here, for 12 
hours per day, are quite hard to take 
and unravel. If we could only get the 
"Bull" that has been spread around 
here into the ground, the Fertilizer

Program would not be necessary. 
The lies, sickening hypocrisy (e.g. the 
Sov ie t  M in i s te r  fo r  Ag r i cu l tu re  
deplored the fact that South Vietnam 
had not been invited), the grand-
standing, the grossly obese delegates 
from most countries lecturing the 
West on what sacrifice it must make 
for the common good and so on, 
prov ide a  l i t t l e  l ight  humor,  to  
reassure one that we are not in an 
asylum for lunatics, however much 
one may seem to be. But fortunately, 
we can have many profitable en-
counters in the corridors, N.G.O. 
and Press Rooms, to learn good ideas 
and to propose a few in return.

I have found a responsive note 
among a wide spectrum of people, 
by stressing the key value of Man, as 
Co-Creato r  and  Co-Manager  o f  
Earth under God, especially in rela-
tion to the purpose and content of 
the Congress. I have stressed the 
sacredness of Human Life and At-
tr ibutes and have shown up the 
tragic, disastrous fallacies of the anti-
God, anti-Human Life people, in this 
context to good effect.

French,  Bri t ish,  and Canad ian 
Radio and T.V. have asked me to do 
spots. which I have done and I expect 
to get more coverage this week. I 
have compared the rat population 
explosions and their effects, versus 
the human ones, with interesting, 
positive reactions.

The Population Control lers are 
here in obvious strength and not 
missing an opportunity to put over 
their 'soft-sel l '  on the supposed 
necessary correlation between in-
creasing food supplies and decreas-
ing populat ion growth,  by the i r 
debased means. Since Bucharest. 
they are much more discreet in their 
approach, but just as insistent that 
they are just as necessary as the food 
suppliers.

I have spread some of our ideas 
among even the. Swedes, among the 
correspondents, and they seemed 
receptive to promote them, as an 
alternative viewpoint, at least; (1) 
stressing the at least equal, and in 
fact, far greater necessity of sterilis-
ing the subhuman creatures, par-
ticularly the food-related pests (such 
as internal parasites, which rob the 
hungry of probably 25% or more of 
the little food that they take into their 
poor sick bodies) and rodents, hirds, 
monkeys, flies, flour beetles, et al: 
and the micro-organisms, which 
destroy or render pathogenic, the 
food, and water supplies, little as 
they are, of the desperately poor, 
hungry, debilitated, hopeless masses 
of humans, especially the women 
and children, the underprivileged at 
home and abroad.

It is a very sad, sick old world in 
wh i c h  h und r ed s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  
destitute humans are allowed (and 
by some, supposed to bear as a  
matter of course) the social con-
ditions which should be the normal 

existence of the rodents and other 
negative creatures, in the world. By 
tragic contrast, these humans have to 
live as the latter should; when God 
commands, arid human good-sense 
demands, that these conditions he 
p romp t l y ,  e f f ec t i ve l y  and  p er -
manently reversed.

If I get half a chance, I intend to 
publicly ask the Population lobby 
why they have such a dispropor-
tionate interest in reducing the 
numbers of humans, who alone can 
mitigate, or solve problems (the 
children are the only hope, for sure, 
after seeing the performance of the 
present adults here arid elsewhere) 
while they tolerate the unlimited 
feeding and breeding of rodents, 
etc., who can only create and grossly 
aggravate problems, particularly 
those which determine the basic 
needs  and env i ronment,  o f  t he  
destitute mill ions of men, women 
and children around the world. No 
wonder these people hate us, for 
actively regarding them as lower 
than rats,  in the order  of God's  
creatures.  The  Populat ion Con-
trollers never hesitate to use them in 
l ieu of rats and guinea pigs, for 
testing out various dangerous drugs. 
devices and techniques (e.g. the Pill 
hormones, I.U.D.'s and Abortion 
methods, respectively).

T h e  f i r s t  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  o f  a
wil l ingne,s to reduce family size 
among the destitute. of any society, is 
the guaranteed supply of interesting. 
dean, cheap, nutritious food supply. 

all year round, plus the means to buy 
it. There is really no shortage of food 
i n  the  wor ld ,  excep t  f o r  those  
humans  who  l a ck  money .  I t  i s  
interesting that every other creature 
can help himself to the food supply 
w i thout  pay ing  fo r  i t .  bu t  Man 
cannot! How our values have gone. 
from the great height' that we once 
had, when we were deeply Christian. 
Now we are more solicitous for the 
bodily needs of our pets, livestock 
and indirectly, pests, than we are for 
our human brothers and sisters.

King Rat

The  ra t  i s  t he  k ing  o f  the pes t  
hierarchy, and so if we pressure him 
properly, all the lesser pests will soon 
be stressed and reduced rapidly, too. 
with compounded benefits to Man. 
Thus, I am err phdsising the following 
practical approach, at the vil lage 
l e ve l ,  t o  qu i c k l y  i n c r e ase  t he  
amounts of food available. from local 
p roduc t i o ns ,  o f  wha t  they  can  
produce, of what they like, of what 
they can prepare attractively, with 
minimal dependencies on outsiders, 
including their own mostly hopeless-
l y  i n c o m p e t e n t .  o l i g a r c h i c a l  
Governments, and other local elites 
with power and resources but little 
moral commitment or good sense.

1.) Protect food by simple, ade-
quate, cheap means (e.g. grain stores 
of pre-fab design, somewhat like the
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s t o r age  sh ed s  we  h ave  i n  ou r  
backyards for our gardening gear, 
initially serviced like locker plants 
for housewives, by a few competent 
people (locals in partnership with 
some of our smaller businessmen, or 
v i a  c o - op  me ans ) ,  r o o t - c e l l a r  
analogs, plastic bag-lined, used clean 
o i l  d rums e tc . ,  as  much o f  the  
indigenous crops as possible from 
harvest onwards. Demonstrative 
means are needed to seed this type 
of useful system into these countries, 
i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  l o c a l  e n -
trepreneurs, who could soon take 
over and expand the amounts of 
same, and the types. Simple custom 
processing plants could soon follow, 
t o  t ake  c a r e  o f  t he  p e r i s hab l e  
materials, to put them into plastic 
bags, bottles, clayware, and possibly 
metal containers, for sound storage. 
This type of technology transfer 
could best be done by equivalent 
peer groups from overseas, who 
have been taught what to do. The 
Israelis and Taiwanese do such work 
very wel l ,  at  low cost and great 
multiplier effect, in many ways. Israel 
has just announced here that their 
l a t e s t  w o r k  o n  i n c r e a s i n g  
Agricultural productivity shows they 
have increased their productivity 10 
times in 25 years, and can now see 
even bigger possibil ities ahead. I 
don't doubt what they say. I can show 
them how to get much more mileage 
out of their water.

2 . )  M a k e  w a r  o n  s u b h u m a n  
creatures that make l i fe  almost 
impossible for poor Man, in destitu-
tion. T his will involve a major cam

paign to sterilize rodents, the way the 
British have now done, (I have been 
urging it for many years), on their 
Super-Rat and pigeons. The feasible 
way to do it is to compound a line of 
special foods for them, (analogous to 
the pet-food semi-dry rations, such 
as Gainesburgers, which wi l l  be 
una t t r ac t i ve  to  Man  and  o the r  
desirably creatures) and then see that 
they are delivered regularly, by the 
Sanitation crews, to their (rats) 
quarters.  Ac t ivated carbon and  
chlorine cartridges for well-outlets, 
wi l l  save the humans f rom con-
tamination via the water supplies, 
due to rat excretia problems.

Sterilization (which we have prov-
ed to be so damned effective on our 
women and those of the poor world) 
is the way around the Hindu objec-
tions to espousing kil l ing of sub-
h u m a n  c r e a t u r e s .  N o  m o r a l  
problems are involved with sub-
humans, and the more lethal side-
effects, the better for the humans.

If we follow such an approach, 
which I think is feasible, even among 
simple peasant villagers, with some 
help, and encouragement from us, 
then we could soon cause a com-
pounded  majo r  reduc t ion  i nthe 
losses in quantity and acceptability, 
of indigenous food supplies in most 
poor countries (the rich need it too, 
as the rats are more numerous in 
their societies than they realize, and 
c au s e  m u c h  g r e a t e r  l o s se s  o f  
materials, including fires due to rats 
c h e w i n g  c a b l e s . )  T h e  f o o d s  
t h e m s e l v e s  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  

protected, which the pests which 
currently ravage them would have to 
earn their living instead, fight, can-
nibalize, lose fertility (faster than 
western Man?) under great stress and 
life generally for the humans could 
become much more posit ive and 
hopeful. Then the precondition for 
their acceptance of lower family sizes 
would be reached, and those con-
cerned could do so with dignity.

In Retrospect

By now you have received many of 
the documents I sent to the Coalition 
from the Food Good Conference.

It was a very tiring experience, no 
doubt due to the many long days of 
trying to sift through the torrents of 
spoken and written words — looking 
for the morsels of truth, wisdom and 
hope, and trying to add some of the 
latter whenever possible, but my 
biological clock is just about back to 
normal now.

The IPPF and its allies were at the 
R o m e  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  o b v i o u s  
numbers,  pedd l i ng  a  somewhat  
smoother l ine, attempting to con-
nect their efforts to the food con-
cerns of the meeting.

The Third World Countries are not 
very keen on population control, so 
the  good  momentum wh i ch  the  
C o a l i t i o n  c r e a t e d  s o  w e l l  a t  
Bucharest is still operative in creating 
receptiveness to our ideas amongst 
the developing countries ... I hope 
to complete a formal report on the 
Conference shortly.



Supplementary Bucharest Materials
"Considerations on Family Planning"

Manuel Ferrer
Department of Geography

Universidad de Navarra, Spain

Editor's Note: This paper was one of the most outstanding pro-
life papers contributed at the Bucharest Conference. Ferrer 
attended all Coalition meetings at the Conference-Tribune and 
proved to be a staunch ally. Because of its length we are unable to 
include it in this report. Copies are available, however, from the
U.S.C.L. for $1.00 each.

Christopher Derrick
on Bucharest

England's Christopher Derrick, a distinguished 
scholar, critic and author of numerous articles and 
hooks, attended the Bucharest Conference as a 
reporter for the Wanderer ,  a prominent American 
Catholic weekly. Mr. Derrick is also a member of the 
U.S. Coalition for Life's International Advisory Board.

We highly recommend Mr. Derrick's special series 
on the World Population Conference — as well as his 
classic book, Honest Love and Human Life.

Date of Article Title

Sept. 12, 1974 Good News and Bad News — First
Week at Bucharest

Sept. 19, 1974 A Very Qua l i f ied  V ic tory  —
Second week at Bucharest

Oct. 17, 1974 Pol i t ic ians, Populat ion and Peo-
ple — First Retrospect on 
Bucharest

Nov. 28, 1974 *What Are People For? — The
Essence of Population Control

Dec. 5, 1974 Oakland, Brussels and the Reality
of Pigs

Back issues available from The Wanderer, 128 E. 10th St., 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101.

Bucharest — The Canadian Pro-Life View-
point

One of the most articulate pro-life spokesman at 
Bucharest was a young Canadian, Elmar Kremer, head 
of the Alliance for Life.

Professor Kremer's observations were published in 
the September, 1974 issue of the Alliance for L i f e  
Newsletter available from the A.L. office at 12 Rich-
mond Street East, Suite 612, Toronto, Ontario M5C 1N1.

Also available is Mr. Kremer's new book, co-edited 
by E.A. Synan, Death before Birth from Griffin House 
Ltd., 461 King Street West, Toronto, M5V IK7, Canada —
$.95 per copy. It is one of the finest paperbacks on the 
abortion issue in Canada with manifest implications for 
Pro-Life movement at home and abroad.
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Additional Materials
and

References
The Pro-Life Reporter — Quarterly publication (with monthly 
supplements) of the U.S. Coalition for Life, Box 315, Export, Pa. 
15632, USA.
$10.00 — Individual subscription (includes Reporters plus 
supplements)
$20.00 — Institution (Pro-Life Reporter only)
$50.00 — Group Rate (includes supplements plus 25 of each 
Reporter)
Population Bibliography and research reprint listing available 
upon request.

Declaration on Procured Abortion — Issued by the Vatican's 
Doctrinal Congregation on November 25, 1974. Copies available 
from The Wanderer, 128 E. 10th, St. Paul, Minnesota.

*The Vatican, the 136th delegation to the Bucharest Conference 
was the only to disassociate itself from the Plan of Action. 
Throughout the Conference, the Vatican delegation headed by 
Canadian-born Bishop Edouard Gagnon held a solid pro-life line 
— no compromise on values and principles. The Vatican's highly 
visible role was a source of mutual strength to the Coalition team 
at Bucharest.

The Compass — The official publication of MAP, Inc., Main Box 
1101, Dayton, Ohio 45401. $2.00 — annual subscription rate.

Child and Family — (quarterly) 2445 Wesley, Oak Park, Ill. 60301 
annual subscription rate — $4.00

National Right to Life News — (Monthly newspaper) 5516 
Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn. 55419. Annual subscription 
rate — $6.00. Alice Hartle — Editor.

"The Great Stork Market Crash" by Frances Frech, Director of 
the Population Renewal Office, 36W 59th, Kansas City, Mo. 
64113.
Paperback available from Ligourion Publications, Ligouri, 
Missouri 63057 — $1.95 per copy.

Marriage and Family Newsletter — (monthly) Box 190, Mid-
napore, Alberta, Canada TOL 1J0. Annual Subscription rate —
$5.00. Listing of back copies available.

"Regional Development and Human Welfare" — Excellent 
summary of problems and possible solutions to modern 
urbanization. Booklet available from John E. Cosgrove, Director, 
Division for Urban Affairs, 1312 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 
20005.

LEAD, Inc. — The League for Economic Assistance and 
Development, Regular mailings on key foreign aid programs and 
legislation geared toward positive solutions and legislative 
action. For more information write LEAD, Inc., 390 Plandome 
Rd., Manhasset, N.Y. 11030.

Series on Genetic Engineering — An excellent collection of 
articles on genetic engineering is available from writer Ken 
Quade, Star Route, Box 59, Pembine, Wisconsin 54156. Mr. 
Quade contributed a paper on the subject for the Bucharest 
Conference which was circulated among Coalition members.

The Death Peddlers — War on the Unborn —($1.95 paperback) 
The Mercy Killers — ($1.00 booklet)
— both Authored by Rev. Paul Marx. Both publications available
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from Right to Life, 2550 Via Tejon, Palos Verdes, California 90274. 
A must for all Pro-Life libraries.

Population Growth and the American Future —
A Pro-Life Guide — By Randy Engel, available from Penn-
sylvanians for Human Life, Empire Bldg. Suite 1013, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 15222, USA 75 cents per copy.

Human Life Foundation — Newsletter — Natural Family Planning 
Research and Programs, 1776 K. Street, NW Washington, D.C. 
20006.

Spanish Right to Life Committee Publications — Spanish 
translation of articles on abortion, euthanasia and many other 
pro-life topics. For details write SRLC, Magaly Llaguno, Box 704 
Olympia Heights, Miami, Fla. 83165.

The New Human (monthly newspaper) — Publication of the 
Natural Youth Pro-Life Coalition. Publishing off ices  — 10720 
Adeline Road, Cleveland, Ohio 41111

Human Life Center — Director, Rev. Paul Marx — St. John's 
University, Collegeville, Minnesota.

"Man — How Will He Survive?" — Edited by Dr. J.N. Santamaria. 
Contains the works of Colin Clark, John Billings, etc. An excellent 
companion to the U.S.C.L. Bucharest Report. $2.50 (paperback —
160 pages).
Order from Dr. J.N. Santamaria, Dept. of Community Medicine, 
St. Vincent's Hospital, Melbourne, Australia 3065.
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John Harrington, Al Kapusinski and Dr. Paul Marx pass out 
literature at U.S. Coalition for Life information table.
Kapusin.,ki picture —taken by Geo. Barman.

Pro-lifers discuss strategy at a corner of the Faculty of Law Building, 
where tribune was held. From far left around table clockwise; Al 
Kapusinski, Dr. Paul Marx, Christopher Derrick, Rev. Primeaux, Rev. 
Pedro Richards, George Barmann.

45



Addit ional  Copies  of  the Bucharest  Repor t
1 to 9 copies - $2.50 ea. — 10 or more - $2.00 ea.

Special Bulk Rates Avai lable on Request.
Order  f rom US Coal i t ion  for  L i f e

Export, Pa. 15632 USA
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